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New chief of Liberty in expansion plans pledge 

JOBS LIFELINE FOR 
CAPARO WORKERS 


Report by David Cosgrove 


HUNDREDS of former Caparo 
workers in the Black Coun¬ 
try have been given an ear¬ 
ly Christmas present as their 
jobs have been secured fol¬ 
lowing the firm’s takeover by 
new owners. 

Douglas Dawson - the former boss 
of the firm which went into admin¬ 
istration two months ago - who has 
been installed as chief executive of 
the new operation, pledged: “We have 
clear expansion plans and hopefully 
this is just the shot in the arm the 
West Midlands needs.” 

The words have given a much-needed lifeline 
to hundreds of worried Sandwell workers in 
time for Christmas. 

Caparo Tubular Solutions officially began life 
as Liberty Tubular Solutions, which includes 
premises based in Oldbury. 

Earlier this week, Liberty House signs re¬ 
placed Caparo emblems to signal a fresh start 
for the site and other parts of the Tubular Solu¬ 
tions business. 

Sanjeev Gupta, group managing director of 
Liberty, said he is optimistic for the future and 
was delighted to be able to offer a lifeline to 
333 workers - 300 of which are in the Black 
Country. 

Bright 

“This is exciting but also sobering,” he said. 

“We’ve got lot of challenges ahead of us in 
this industry and a lot of work to be done but 
we’re excited by the future vision. 

“I recognise I have a huge responsibility.” 

Mr Gupta said Liberty had decided to step in 
because Caparo Tubular Solutions was ‘a prof¬ 
itable business and a successful business’ so 
taking it over given the tragic situation Caparo 
found itself was ‘compelling’. 

The Gupta family owns Liberty House, a 
steel and non-ferrous metals production and 
trading group, which operates across the globe. 

Mr Dawson, the former chief operating of¬ 
ficer of Caparo and now chief executive of 
Liberty Tubular Solutions, believes there is a 
bright future ahead. 

“Happy is an understatement about how I 
feel right now,” he said. 

“There’s a real sense of relief as well and the 
timing - just before Christmas - couldn’t be 
better. 

“I think the investment from the Gupta 
family couldn’t be better sent to a magnificent 
workforce. 



Sanjeev Gupta and Douglas Dawson at the Ro< 

“Expansion is really what’s on everyone’s 
minds now - both into Europe and worldwide,” 
concluded Mr Dawson. 

The takeover is good news for hundreds of 
workers ahead of Christmas, after weeks of 
worry when Caparo plunged into administra¬ 
tion. 

General operator Matt Hare has worked at 
the site for four years. Mr Hare, aged 26, of 
Brierley Hill, said: “Obviously when we first 
heard it was a shock and you start to worry. 

“I’ve got a family with two young kids so was 
definitely worried. 

“Liberty taking over is great news. 

“There were a few uncertain weeks but it’s 
really good news for all the workers.” 

The Gupta family completed the purchase 
of Caparo Tubular Solutions, a core part of 


d End Road premises The new bosses 

Caparo Industries PLC, from administrators 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers in the early hours of 
Saturday morning. 

Caparo Tubular Solutions includes the busi¬ 
nesses of Caparo Precision Tubes Oldbury, 
Caparo Tube Components and Caparo Accles 
and Pollock also based in Oldbury, Hub Le Bas 
in Bilston, and the Caparo Tubes Tredegar 
asset in Wales. 

A total of 488 Caparo workers have been 
taken on through sales of the group’s business 
units since it went into administration last 
month. 

After the Guptas’ move was revealed on 
Saturday, Russell Farrington, GMB regional 
organiser, said: “This is a sliver of good news 
for workers in the steel industry.” 

Announcing the sale, Matthew Hammond, 


outside the gates of Liberty, in Oldbury 

Midlands region chairman for PwC and lead 
administrator, said: “We are delighted to have 
made further substantial progress with this 
deal. 

“We had targeted selling a number of the 
Caparo businesses during November. 

“Our deals team has successfully concluded 
transactions in November which preserve busi¬ 
nesses and employment.” 

Caparo went into administration in October, 
initially putting up to 1,700 jobs in the Black 
Country at risk. 

A total of 245 jobs went at Darlaston-based 
Caparo Atlas Fastenings, Caparo Forging Eu¬ 
rope in Dudley and Caparo Fairbright Wire in 
West Bromwich, which all closed. 

Plants in Cradley Heath and Oldbury saw 78 
jobs go. 


EMPLOYMENT 

93 staff to go with 
textile firm closure 

A TEXTILE recycling company has been 
forced to close its doors with the loss of 93 
jobs. Rising costs and a fire that caused 
£750,000 of damage has put the future of 
BCR Global Textiles Limited, based in Old¬ 
bury, in severe doubt. 

Directors of the firm, which runs UK 
clothes banks, have filed notice of intention 
to appoint administrators. The firm, which 
ran its banks with consent of councils and 
charities, has made all its staff redundant. 

The proposed administrators, Poppleton 
& Appleby, are now assisting the directors. 

EDUCATION 

Sandwell worst for 
quality of schools 

SANDWELL is the worst performing 
area of the Black Country for pupils 
attending good or outstanding sec¬ 
ondary schools, according to Ofsted’s 
annual report. 

The borough came 130th out of 150 
local authorities, with the number of 
pupils going to schools that meet the 
Government’s benchmark at 57 per 
cent - more than 16 per cent below the 
national average. The figure represents 
a four per cent rise on last year but still 
places Sandwell behind other Black 
Country areas in terms of the quality of 
its secondary schools. 

DRUGS 

Cannabis raid marks 
latest seizure in town 

MORE than 280 cannabis plants were 
discovered at a house in Smethwick, with 
police estimating the haul to be worth 
thousands of pounds. Officers were called 
to the house, in Cheshire Road, after re¬ 
sponding to a 999 call. 

Four rooms inside the home had been 
converted into a cannabis factory creating 
batches of the class B drug. Officers raided 
the house at around 11.45pm on Monday 
and discovered a total of 282 plants inside. 
No arrests have been made so far. 

A specialist team on West Midlands Po¬ 
lice work to smash cannabis operations 
across the force area. 


INSIDE 
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Festive treat for choca-ho-ho-holics 



The 3.5ft chocolate Santa 


A HUGE chocolate Santa has been 
unveiled at Cadbury World in Bir¬ 
mingham. Talented chocolatiers at the 
site handcrafted the 3.5ft tall creation 
which weighs more than 70kg - the 
equivalent of 1,555 standard Cadbury 
Dairy Milk bars. 

The festive show-stopper is made up 
of Cadbury milk and white chocolate 
Christmas shapes and finished with gold 
lustre for a touch of festive sparkle. 

With rosy pink cheeks, a signature 
white beard, boots, gloves and a purple 


chocolate belt, the intricate creation is 
based on the Santa character featured 
on Cadbury’s Christmas products this 
year. 

Impressive 

Created to help mark the start of 
the attraction’s Christmas Celebration 
Weekends, the Cadbury World Santa 
will be on display in the popular Choc¬ 
olate Making zone until Christmas, 
alongside the impressive chocolate city 
with its winter makeover. 


Made entirely on site by three of 
Cadbury World’s talented chocolatiers, 
Santa was created in just three days. 

Diane Mitchell, spokeswoman at 
Cadbury World, said: “Our chocolatiers 
always look forward to creating some¬ 
thing magical for Christmas and this 
year we’re excited to have recreated the 
man himself. 

“Our chocolate Santa has definitely 
helped us all get in the festive spirit, 
and we hope our visitors will enjoy see¬ 
ing him here this Christmas.” 


Meet the giant dog 
who's a scaredy-cat 



The wonder of him - great Dane Presley, gets a reassuring cuddle from owner Sian Barrett, from Oldbury 


HE may be more than 6ft tall 
standing on his back legs 
but this great Dane is a re¬ 
al-life Scooby Doo - cow¬ 
ering at the vacuum clean¬ 
er and running away from 
Yorkshire Terriers. 

The slightest fright will send 
the two-year-old charging to 
owner Sian Barrett for a reassur¬ 
ing cuddle. 

Sian, aged 46, 
from Oldbury, 
claims Presley 
- who weighs 
13-and-a-half 
stone - is terri¬ 
fied of smaller 
dogs and will run 
and hide when 
he’s confronted 
by another 
pooch. 

The enormous 
pooch even has a 
cushion he uses as a comfort blanket 
to stop him feeling scared at home - 
which he carries around in his mouth. 

Sian said: “Presley is definitely 
a real-life Scooby Doo, he is afraid 
of everything. He is always getting 
scared off by smaller dogs and I’ve 
had to start hiding the plastic bags 
from him because he’s afraid. There 
was a time recently that I was walk¬ 
ing Presley in the park and he got 
scared off by a West Highland terrier, 
which is tiny compared to him. 

Temper 

“Presley wouldn’t come back out 
until the other dog had gone. His 
temper doesn’t match his size at all 
- he’s 38 inches at the shoulder, but 
scared of anything.” 

Sian added: “He is such a timid 
dog that I have to go out of the room 
whenever I get plastic bags out. He 
hates them and the rustling the plas¬ 
tic makes scares him away. At 85 kg, 
there’s not much that could move 
him, I certainly can’t lift Presley, but 
my husband calls him a massive wuss 
and that he’s a spoilt pet.” 

Sian, a mother-of-three who runs 
pet shop Langley Pet Supplies, now 
thinks that Presley’s soft attitude is 


down to the fact that she has had him 
from birth and her young mutt sees 
her as a mother figure. 

And while Sian has put Presley on 
show at Crufts as a top example of the 
Great Dane breed, his kindly nature 
is what always wins people over. 

Presley’s personality is so endear¬ 
ing, in fact, that he has even cheered 
up hysterical children after giving 
them a paw to cry on. Sian said: “Peo¬ 
ple obviously are very struck by just 
how big Great Danes are when they 
first meet them, but Presley wins a 
lot of people around with his person¬ 
ality. He is a very patient dog. 

“We were out on a walk on time 


when we met a woman with her cry¬ 
ing child. The kid was screaming and 
Presley didn’t like the noise at first, 
he was a bit scared, but as soon as 
the girl walked over to him she just 
stopped crying immediately. 

“I have taken him to Crufts before 
to show off to potential dog own¬ 
ers, as a good example of the breed. 
Everyone always laughs when they 
hear that Presley is a big softie at 
heart. 

“I bred Presley myself and have 
had him from birth, so he is very 
much a mummy’s boy. Presley will 
follow me from room to room about 
the house and even has a cry when 


I go upstairs to bed. If I ever forget 
to give Presley his dinner, he will 
walk around the house with my shoe 
to show that he is going hungry. As 
well as being scared of everything 
like Scooby Doo is, Presley is pretty 
dopey too. But so long as he gets his 
food he is just one big lap dog really. 
Presley would definitely try and get 
out of chasing any of the ghosts in the 
cartoons - he is a wimp.” 

Sian is now part of Great Danes 
UK, a group that has over 5,000 mem¬ 
bers and is fast growing on Facebook. 
The group puts on regional meetings 
and raises money for dogs charities 
around the country. 



Presley - he ain’t 
nothing but a 
timid hound-dog 


Ferrari con 
costs trader 
£11,000 in 
court bill 

A TRADER has been ordered to pay 
more than £11,000 after being found 
guilty of misleading a customer over the 
condition of a replica Ferrari. 

Sajid Ramzan, aged 34, who ran A45 
Motor Centre, based on Coventry Road, 
Yardley, was found guilty in his absence 
of five offences under the Consumer Pro¬ 
tection from Unfair Trading Regulations 
2008. He was fined £5,000 and ordered 
to pay court costs of £6,503 plus a £120 
victim surcharge. The car was also sub¬ 
ject of a forfeiture order. 

He appeared before Birmingham Mag¬ 
istrates Court on Monday. 

Birmingham City Council brought the 
case to court after trading standards of¬ 
ficers carrying out a forecourt inspection 
on June 11, 2014 found that an Italian 
replica Ferrari F335 GTS on sale had 
travelled 183,000 miles - 100,000 more 
than was displayed. The vehicle was also 
an undisclosed Category C insurance 
write off. 

Further checks also revealed the red 
car was originally yellow, only had a 
2000cc engine capacity rather than the 
advertised 3.51, and was dangerous and 
unroadworthy - but advertised as being 
in ‘excellent condition’. 

Trading Standards officers returned 
to A45 Motor Trade on June 13, 2014 
to seize the fake Ferrari and pointed 
out to Ramzan that simple checks had 
highlighted the mileage discrepancy and 
its write-off status. A45 Motor Centre is 
now no longer trading as a business. A 
new, entirely unrelated, business now 
operates from the site. 

Magic, musical 
and memorable 

SCENES from memorable children’s 
animations will be shown as part of the 
‘Something Magical’ Christmas concert 
in West Bromwich. 

It will be performed by The People’s 
Orchestra, showcasing a selection of 
songs from animations including Tan¬ 
gled, Happy Feet, Frozen and many 
more. Everyone will be invited to sing 
along, making it a great way to celebrate 
Christmas together. 

Principal Dan Watson will conduct the 
concert, which will consist of a group tal¬ 
ented musicians. The performance will 
take place at West Bromwich Town Hall 
on December 13 at 4:30pm. Tickets are 
priced at £12 each for adults or £7 each 
for children and concessions. 

Book today by visiting thepeoplesor- 
chestra.com or by calling 0121 5692616. 

Busy road's lane 
to shut for works 

ONE lane on a stretch of Birmingham 
New Road is to be closed off for almost a 
week as roadworks are carried out. 

A section on the dual carriageway will 
be single file heading southbound near 
Tividale from Friday, December 11 and 
is expected to reopen on December 17. 
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Skyscraper star Sam hits lights heights 



Sam Bailey with DJs Jo and Sparky 


X FACTOR winner Sam Bailey turned 
on West Bromwich’s Christmas lights 
in front of a crowd of 2,000 people. 

The chart-topper appeared in the 
town centre last night alongside Brit¬ 
ain’s Got Talent dance sensations, 
Signature, with both acts performing 
for the delighted audience. 

Sam, who wore a festive jumper, 
sang her number one hit Skyscraper 
and tunes from her Christmas album, 
while Signature danced to a mash-up 
of Michael Jackson and traditional 
bhangra music. 

“Merry Christmas, West Brom¬ 


wich!” said Sam, who will appear in 
Chicago at Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre next summer and won X Fac¬ 
tor in 2013. “It went really well and 
the sound was great. Everyone was so 
up for it and it was a great laugh. 

“I had a great time here in West 
Bromwich and I’m looking forward 
to coming back to the Black Coun¬ 
try next year when I perform at the 
Grand.” 

The event was organised by West 
Bromwich Business Improvement 
District. A huge stage was erected in 
High Street and there was a deafen¬ 


ing cheer when Sam flicked the switch 
and the town filled with the bright 
colours of the festive lights. 

Chairman Melvin Glasby said: 
“Christmas is such an important 
time for our town centre retailers. We 
wanted to attract as many visitors to 
West Bromwich as possible this year 
and will be showcasing the town in its 
best light.” 

Co-organsier Lisa Hill added: “This 
is the biggest event we’ve ever done 
and it all went brilliantly. It was so 
well received by the crowd and I just 
hope we’ve done West Brom proud.” 


Race driver locked up 
over death of student 


Id 
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In a neck brace, Sukvinder Mannan, who crashed into Rebecca Inderjit Singh leaves court Victim Rebecca McManus 


Gripes over 
Amazon end 
as car park 
is opened 

AN Amazon delivery depot in Wednes- 
bury that was causing traffic chaos on 
surrounding roads due to delivery 
vans clogging up the street has now 
opened its new car park. 

The car park in Patent Drive, that 
can take up to 80 vehicles, has already 
started to ease the problems - much 
to the relief of previously frustrated 
residents. 

Dozens of people living nearby com¬ 
plained when traffic left them late for 
work. But following talks between 
the online giant, police and council 
bosses, it was announced in October 
that a congestion-easing car park 
would be built on the site. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, who 
represents the Wednesbury ward, said 
so far she has had positive feedback 
about the site. 

“I have been told that it has eased 
congestion greatly and is now open as 
far as I know - as work was completed 
on November 19,” she said. 

“Before I would get lots of calls 
from residents and drivers complain¬ 
ing about the situation but now I have 
none - it’s great. Police officers were 
working alongside Amazon and were 
patrolling every Wednesday morning 
when congestion was at its height and 
did all they could. 

“When I saw the site where the car 
park was going to go then we were 
hopefully it was going to ease conges¬ 
tion for sure and it seems as though 
it now has,” she added. For months 
angry residents and drivers aired 
their concerns on a Facebook page 
showing the location of the site. 

Pub revamp 
to see closure 

A PUB in Great Barr has shut tempo¬ 
rarily to undergo a revamp. The Cat 
and Fiddle pub, in Beacon Road, will 
shut on Monday to begin an extensive 
refurbishment. 

Officials from Greene King, which 
owns the pub, say it will reopen on 
December 10. As part of the invest¬ 
ment, the pub which is owned by 
Greene King, will receive a makeover 
introducing a lighter colour scheme 
with new furniture and contemporary 
fixtures. The bar will be completely 
revamped, with the introduction of 
an extended selection of local and na¬ 
tional ales, and world beers. 

General manager, Gary Eddington, 
said: “We’re incredibly excited to be 
undergoing such a huge transforma¬ 
tion.” 

Motown legends 
set for city gig 

MOTOWN legends The Jour Tops and 
The Temptations have announced a 
new tour including a date at Birming¬ 
ham’s Genting Arena next October. 

Tickets, costing £51.33, go on gen¬ 
eral sale on Friday from www.thetick- 
etfactory.com or 0844 33 88 222. 


A DANGEROUS driver who 
was racing another man in 
a high-powered BMW when 
he crashed into a bus shelter 
killing a student has started 
an eight-year prison sen¬ 
tence. 

Sukvinder Mannan careered 
into a bus lane and ploughed his 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution into 
21-year-old childhood friends 
Rebecca McManus and Harriet 
Barnsley at lOlmph in a 40mph 
zone. 

After the crash, Mannan, who has 
previous convictions for drink-driving, 
had been ‘aggressive and vociferous’ 
towards emergency services staff, the 
court was told for the first time during 
sentencing on Tuesday. 

It also heard he was arrested for 
being over the drink-drive limit claim¬ 
ing he’d only had two beers and later 
refused to give a blood sample. 

Impact 

BMW M3 driver Inderjit Singh, 
aged 31, who had pulled out of the 
race seconds before the impact, was 
jailed for one year at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court. 

Student Miss McManus, from Old¬ 
bury, died at the scene on Hagley Road 
West on May 31 last year, while Miss 
Barnsley suffered ‘life changing’ inju¬ 
ries. 

Car garage manager Mannan, of 
Roundhills, Halesowen, remained im¬ 
passive as judge Kristin Montgomery 
told him: “You drove with arrogant 
disregard and contempt for other road 
users and the indications, by your 
own admissions, is that you had been 
drinking alcohol. 

“For around a mile you played cat 
and mouse driving at grossly excessive 
speeds and both of you were consumed 
by your competition. It was almost in¬ 
evitable one of you would lose control 
and have a collision.” 

Mannan, aged 33, initially denied 
swerving into the bus lane and later 
claimed he had never even seen the 
BMW let alone raced it. 


But he eventually pleaded guilty 
last February to two counts of causing 
death and serious injury by dangerous 
driving. 

Turning to a tearful Singh, a com¬ 
puter engineer, of Cranbourne Av¬ 
enue, Ettingshall, the judge said: “I 
sentence you for the way you drove up 
to the point that you withdrew from 
the race, a decision you took split sec¬ 
onds before Mannan crashed. 

“You encouraged Mannan to speed 
and your efforts to prevail in the race 
were unrestrained by any thought.” 

Singh had been acquitted of two 


counts of causing death and serious 
injury by dangerous driving by a jury 
last week but had admitted dangerous 
driving. 

The court heard how he’d weaved 
through traffic on the busy A4123 Bir¬ 
mingham New Road at up to 80mph 
as the two men raced in scenes remi¬ 
niscent of Hollywood blockbuster Fast 
and Furious. 

After sentencing, the family of Miss 
McManus released a statement that 
read: “There are no words that can 
convey the utter devastation we feel 
at the loss of our beautiful Rebecca. 


“She was so full of life and looking 
forward to graduating from Univer¬ 
sity to continue her life’s journey. Our 
lives are empty without her and we 
are sentenced to a lifetime of pain and 
grief.” 

The family said they were disap¬ 
pointed with the verdict on Singh, 
who was cleared of causing death by 
dangerous driving. He was convicted 
of dangerous driving after admitting 
taking part in the race. The family 
said it sent an ‘unacceptable message 
to those racing up and down the high¬ 
ways of the West Midlands’. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

light relief for 
Christmas fun 

A CHRISTMAS lights competition is 
taking place across three areas in Tip- 
ton to celebrate the festive season. 

Created by Councillor Bill Cherring- 
ton, he will be joined by Princes End 
councillors as well as housing staff 
in judging the best decorated house, 
with the deadline on December 14 and 
the winner being announced on De¬ 
cember 21. The Tibbington and Moat 
Farm estates along with High Street 
in Princes End are involved. 

Mr Cherrington said: “We started it 
last year to get people in the Christ¬ 
mas spirit. I’m looking forward to see¬ 
ing what the community has to offer 
and how imaginative people can be 
with their decorations. 

“The winner will get a Christmas 
hamper and a few other prizes.” 

Anyone in these areas who wishes 
to get involved can contact Councillor 
Cherrington on 07786 265056. 

Tlnro-car crash 
victims treated 

TWO men were taken to hospital fol¬ 
lowing a two-car crash in Smethwick. 
Emergency services were called to 
Soho Way at around 11.15am on Mon¬ 
day following the accident. 

One man, aged 39, was taken to the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birming¬ 
ham after suffering a broken leg. 

Another man was taken to Sandwell 
Hospital. His injuries are not thought 
to be serious. West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance spokesperson Chris Kowalik 
said: “Three ambulance crews at¬ 
tended a two car collision at Soho Way 
at around 11.15am.” 

School places 
plans backed 

MORE than 1,100 new school places 
will be created across Sandwell after 
an £8.5 million project was backed. 

Councillors agreed to the plan for 
715 extra primary places and 390 
secondary places at a council cabinet 
meeting yesterday. 

Twelve schools will benefit from 
the scheme which will be funded by 
the authority’s Schools Capital Pro¬ 
gramme. 

Extra places are needed due to a 
rise in birth rates in the borough and 
‘inward migration’ where people move 
from rural to urban areas since 2010. 

Police name 
rider in tragedy 

A MOTORCYCLIST killed in a crash 
in Staffordshire has been named as 
Philip Gray from Oldbury. Mr Gray 
was travelling on the westbound A5 
in Fazeley, Tamworth, on Friday, No¬ 
vember 20, before the accident. 

The 37-year-old was riding a Su¬ 
zuki motorcycle and died at the scene 
after sustaining serious injuries. Staf¬ 
fordshire Police said Mr Gray’s fam¬ 
ily were being supported by specially 
trained officers. 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER % ik 

RHODES jJ; 

THE least convincing yuletide scene 
came this week in the opening episode 
of the Beeb’s new drama series, Capital. 
It was allegedly Christmas Eve in London 
yet the sun was high in the sky and the 
trees were in the full leaf that goes with a 
green and balmy season. This “Christmas” 
was obviously filmed in summer. Do such 
errors matter? Yes, they do. These days, 
no-one writes drama purely to entertain. 
There is always a message and an agenda. 
In Capital we are introduced to the wick¬ 
edness of the banking industry, the greed 
of property developers, the gulf between 
rich and poor, the unkindness of the im¬ 
migration system and the anger of young 
Muslims. We assume that what we see 
has been well researched. But if they can’t 
even get the seasons right, why should we 
believe any of the rest? 

RESEARCH in Russia suggests people 
who play classical musical instruments 
such as the cello and harp, live longer than 
those twanging away on electric guitars. 
As the journal Advances in Gerontology 
puts it, instruments associated with “high¬ 
er intellect and education” go with a longer 
lifespan. I fear we ukulele players are not 
long for this world. Higher intellect and ed¬ 
ucation are not usually associated with My 
Little Stick of Blackpool Rock. Worryingly, 
George Formby only made it to 56. 

BENEDICT Cumberbatch plays a fashion 
model of indeterminate sex in Zoolander 2. 
For this he has been denounced in an on¬ 
line petition thus: “Cumberbatch’s charac¬ 
ter is clearly portrayed as an over-the-top, 
cartoonish mockery of androgyne/trans/ 
non-binary in¬ 
dividuals.” Bli¬ 
mey. Who’d be 
a pantomime 
dame? 

IT’S good 

to see Tim¬ 
othy West 

and Prunella 
Scales back 
in a third series of Great Canal 
Journeys (C4) but the title is hardly inspir¬ 
ing. How about “Tim and Pru Go Bashing 
Into Things”? West has apparently been a 
canal fan for 30 years yet seems fated to 
hit anything in his path, be it lock, bollard 
or someone else’s boat. There’s a sud¬ 
den wallop and West exclaims brightly: 
“Sorry, bit of wind there.” Finding yourself 
confronted by a pair of national treasures, 
what can you do but smile sweetly and 
hope your insurance is in order? The most 
terrifying thing you can hear on the Grand 
Union is the skipper on the approach¬ 
ing narrowboat saying: “Fancy taking the 
helm, Tim?” 

THE British Army’s new rapid- response 
brigades won’t be ready for ten years. The 
Royal Regiment of Oxymorons? 

ONE of the major bakers has just an¬ 
nounced it is making bigger crumpets. I 
bet that is “in response to public demand.” 
In lardarse Britain, would anyone ask for 
smaller crumpets? 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Mother in plea 

A DEVASTATED mother has 
urged people to come forward 
to help catch the hit-and-run 
driver who killed her teenage 
son. 

Adam Jones’ mum Mandy 
Ruston has spoken of her 
enduring pain at a memorial 
event organised eight months 
after her son’s death. 

It was arranged by Ar¬ 
thur and Sharon Poll whose 
Mandy Jones, the mother of Adam 17-year-old son Scott was 



over death of son 


killed in a hit and run in 2006. 
Adam, 15, died after being hit 
by a car in West Bromwich on 
March 26. 

Mandy said: “Our lives to¬ 
tally changed in a split sec¬ 
ond. 

“One minute we were a 
happy, bubbly family. 

“Ten minutes after he left 
the house we had nothing.” 

Mr Poll said: “We wanted 
to bring Adam’s name back 


into the limelight to try to 
track down the person who 
did this. 

“Why should that person 
have a happy Christmas and 
go out and enjoy themselves 
when Mandy and Adam’s 
family are still going through 
this?”. 

Despite repeated appeals 
by West Midlands Police the 
driver of the car has never 
been traced. Adam Jones, aged 15 



Pet raccoons escape 
garden shed blaze 



The devastated shed seen after the blaze 



Raccoon Nuna is happy to be back with owner Hanna Nott after the fire in a shed where she lives 


A PAIR of pet raccoons had 
a lucky escape after a fire 
broke out in a garden shed 
next to their cage where 
they were found to be ‘cling¬ 
ing on for dear life’. 

Nuna and Buddha desperately 
tried to climb out of their cage 
after flames took hold of Iris 
Nott’s shed in her back garden. 

The cute creatures belong to Han¬ 
nah Nott, who described them as ‘my 
life’. 

Hannah, who is aged 32 and in the 
process of setting up her own animal 
charity, said: “The raccoons are my 
life and I’m just so overjoyed that 
they’re ok. We didn’t expect them to 
come out alive. 

“I took the dog out the back gar¬ 
den for a wee and looked up and the 
shed was on fire. 

“I’ve had Nuna since she was 


Report by David Callaghan 

was five weeks old and got Buddha 
to keep her company around six 
months ago. “They’re both around 
two-and-a-half now. I was beside 
myself seeing them clinging onto the 
cage but luckily fire crews helped me 
get them out and straight to the vets. 

“When the firefighters let me get 
closer to the shed I could the roof 
had been melted off and the rac¬ 
coons’ cage had been badly damaged. 
They were clever enough to climb to 
the top and try and escape.” 

The raccoons were taken to Manor 
Vets on Kent Road, Halesowen to be 
checked over and luckily they were 
fine. Hannah added: “I’ve been told 
they’re both ok and have no long¬ 
term damage. I’m still in shock, but 
it could have been a lot worse.” 

Firefighters from Oldbury and 
Woodgate Valley were called out to 


the fire at the house in Chestnut 
Road. When crews arrived they dis¬ 
covered the two raccoons in a huge 
mesh cage adjoining the shed that 
had gone up in flames. 

Crew commander Chris Green 
said: “They were clinging on for dear 
life in there. The raccoons were right 
on the far side away from the fire and 
we used a big fan to blow the smoke 
away from them. Another couple of 
minutes and I think they would’ve 
died. They were okay in the end but 
seemed a bit shocked. The shed was 
completely gutted.” 

The cause of the fire, which hap¬ 
pened at around 6pm last Wednes¬ 
day, is believed to have been caused 
by a tumble dryer catching fire in 
the shed and spreading to the spe¬ 
cialist cage where Nuna and Buddha 
are kept. Mrs Nott, aged 68, who 
lives with her daughter at the prop¬ 
erty, was heading out to an evening 
church service on the night. 


She said: “I was just getting in the 
car and there was a certain smell in 
the air but I thought nothing of it. I 
began to drive to church but 10 min¬ 
utes later got a call from my daugh¬ 
ter Hannah telling me the shed was 
on fire and the raccoons were in se¬ 
rious danger. 

“I raced back and ran into the 
house. The smoke had completely 
covered the garden - it was so dark 
we could barely see the raccoons. It 
was a very scary time for everyone 
and touch and go for Nuna and Bud¬ 
dha. They were hanging on tightly 
to the top of the cage frightened to 
death. 

“The fire service were unbelieva¬ 
bly quick to the house. If it wasn’t for 
that I don’t think the raccoons would 
have made it. To add insult to injury 
I’d just bought £200 worth of lovely 
food for the freezer which we keep 
in the shed. Looks like we won’t be 
having that in a hurry.” 


Spaghetti 
Junction 
roadworks 
to return 

ROADWORKS around Spaghetti 
Junction are set to return in the New 
Year. The £5 million scheme, which 
involves water-proofing the famous 
junction on the M6 in Birmingham, 
was halted in September as the first 
phase came to a close. 

It was also paused to help ease de¬ 
lays during the grand re-opening of 
New Street Station, the ribbon-cut¬ 
ting of Grand Central and the Rugby 
World Cup games at Villa Park. 

Frank Bird, emergency planning 
manager for the West Midlands for 
Highways England, said: “We’ve been 
able to suspend work at Gravelly Hill 
because we’d reached the end of the 
first phase of the project.” 

But in a new statement to motor¬ 
ists, officials confirmed the roadworks 
at junction six and the A38(M) will 
restart in January. 

The M6 has long been plagued by 
roadworks as it upgrades to become 
a managed motorway with variable 
speed limits and drivers able to go in 
the hard shoulder during peak times. 

There have also been repairs ongo¬ 
ing at the M6 and M5 link, which have 
caused misery for motorists though 
Wednesbury, Walsall and Wolver¬ 
hampton. Wednesbury South council¬ 
lor Bob Lloyd, who has been helping 
campaign for an end to delays on the 
M6, said the Spaghetti Junction work 
would ignite problems again. “It is 
just constant at the moment,” he said. 

He backed calls by leaders from the 
West Midlands Combined Authority 
to open up the M6 Toll to more mo¬ 
torists in a bid to ease congestion. 

Landlord's bill 
of £3k by court 

A landlord has been hit with a bill 
of more than £3,000 after allowing a 
house to fall into serious disrepair. 

Adnan Rashid failed to attend court 
and was found guilty in his absence 
for failing to comply with an improve¬ 
ment notice served by Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil. 

An officer from the council’s hous¬ 
ing quality team discovered the house 
in Beeches Road, Rowley Regis, had 
severe damp, mould, broken win¬ 
dows, no heating and unsafe floor 
covering. At a hearing on November 
17, Sandwell magistrates were told 
Rashid, of Station Road, Brierley Hill, 
had been unresponsive to all efforts 
to resolve the issues by negotiation. 
Rashid was fined £2,000, ordered to 
pay court costs of £150, a victim sur¬ 
charge of £120 and £776.36 costs. 

Beer week is planned 
for Brum with a bash 

A NEW Birmingham Beer Week is be¬ 
ing planned for the city for next sum¬ 
mer. The event will be running at city 
venues from July 15 to 23 and it will 
take in the Birmingham Beer Bash - 
held at the Bond Company in Fazeley 
Street last summer - on July 21 to 23. 



CALL NOW 

8 FLAT WINDOWS 
2 DOORS-AMAZING PRICES 


WHITE BI-FOLD DOORS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 


CONSERVATORIES NOW AVAILABLE 

MANUFACTURERS OF uPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 

PATIO AND FRENCH DOORS FITTED 

CALL NOW 


Ao££ORDABLE 

WINDOWS&DOORS 

A Rainbow through the clouds... I fensa I 
Looking after Clients for 15 years GGF I’ 


m: 07710 434223 


All work project managed from start to finish 


CHRISTMAS 



from Concept Blinds 

Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875219 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £599 inc VAT 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 




FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 

















































Free movie 
screenings 
as festival 
switch due 

AN international film festival which 
will move to Birmingham next year is 
holding a week of free movie screen¬ 
ings in the city to celebrate the switch. 

The mini-season of cult horror films 
called Snapshots of Dissent will be 
shown at Birmingham City Universi¬ 
ty’s Parkside building from December 
1 to 4. The screenings will showcase 
how modern cult films play on social 
fears and traumas. 

Playtime, a special short film made 
by film students at Birmingham City 
University in a 24-hour challenge set 
by cult director Brian Yuzna, will also 
be shown. The screenings come after 
it was confirmed the Cine-Excess 
Festival, which brings together inter¬ 
national film-makers, academics and 
distributors, will mark its tenth year 
by relocating from Brighton to the 
second city in 2016. 

Xavier Mendik, Associate Professor 
in Film at Birmingham City Univer¬ 
sity and Director of Cine-Excess, said: 
“Although Birmingham is referred to 
as Britain’s second city, we are work¬ 
ing with a range of partners to make 
it Britain’s best city for film. 

“We are doing this by developing 
new innovative film courses at BCU 
and bringing in high level interna¬ 
tional talent to mentor the next gen¬ 
eration of film-makers.” 

For details or to book free tickets 
visit: http://extraexcess.eventbrite. 
co.uk 

Club loses licence 
In violence claims 

BIRMINGHAM’S biggest nightclub 
has had its licence revoked after an al¬ 
leged stabbing and claims of a violent 
brawl involving security staff. 

Gatecrasher, which welcomes up to 
2,400 revellers a night, had its licence 
suspended temporarily after claims 
violence broke out on the weekend of 
October 31 and November 1. 

Action was taken by council bosses 
after security staff allegedly used a 
fire extinguisher, plastic tub contain¬ 
ing chemicals and a tray of glass bot¬ 
tles as ‘weapons’ against a group of 
men during an altercation. 

At a licensing committee meeting 
last week, Birmingham councillors 
formally revoked the licence, claiming 
police and the premises licence holder 
Simon Raine were in agreement on 
the decision. It means the venue will 
now be shut for good. Gatecrasher 
was unavailable to comment. 

M5 slip roads 
shut for works 

SLIP roads on junctions 1 and 2 of 
the M5 are closed in both directions 
overnight between 9pm and 6am this 
week, with work being carried out un¬ 
til they reopen next Tuesday. 

The closure will allow repair work 
to be carried out on a bridge. A diver¬ 
sion route will be clearly signposted. 


image released as police link attacks 



The new CCTV footage released by police 


DETECTIVES hunting a man who 
left a widower with car crash-like 
injuries have released new images of 
a key suspect as it emerged they are 
linking the horrific attack to the vio¬ 
lent robbery of a woman. 

The first victim, a 69-year-old man 
from Tipton, was found unconscious 
and was critically ill in hospital for 
several days after being brutally 
beaten near Greets Green Sports Bar 
on Whitehall Road, West Bromwich. 

His head injuries were so severe 
that paramedics initially thought the 
victim had been hit by a car when they 


arrived at the scene. It has now been 
revealed that a woman, aged 61, was 
punched twice on the face and kicked 
to the ground around an hour later by 
a man who snatched her handbag just 
a few hundred metres away. Detec¬ 
tives believe both attacks could have 
been carried out by the same man. 
The suspect is then believed to have 
boarded the number 74 bus after the 
second attack on Great Bridge Street. 

He was caught on camera speaking 
to the bus driver for a few seconds, 
wearing a blue and white striped 
T-shirt with ‘Fastest’ in red letter¬ 


ing on the chest. Detective Sergeant 
Leighton Shingles said: “We’ve spent 
the last few weeks following up a 
number of leads and trawling through 
many hours of CCTV footage. Some¬ 
one will know who this person is and 
I would urge them to either make 
contact with me and my team or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously.” 

The Whitehall Road victim was said 
to be recovering but was still trauma¬ 
tised by the brutal attack. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call West Midlands Police on 101 
or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 


Astle family thrilled 
with FA guidelines 


THE family of West Brom legend 
Jeff Astle are ‘thrilled’ with new FA 
concussion guidelines. 

Astle died aged 59 from chronic trau¬ 
matic encephalopathy (CTE) caused by 
heading heavy leather footballs. 

Jeffs widow Laraine Astle and her daugh¬ 
ters have been campaigning the FA to recog¬ 
nise his death and change the rules over head 
injuries sustained on the pitch. 

In light of that campaign, the FA launched 
new guidelines on Tuesday that say all football¬ 
ers - from grassroots to the Premier League 
- should be removed from the pitch if they sus¬ 
tain suspected concussion during a game, or 
even in training. 

“It’s absolutely marvellous, they’ve kept 
their word and we’re thrilled,” said 68-year-old 
Mrs Astle. “If it saves one life then my Jeffs 
death won’t have been in vain. 

Important 

“It’s more important at grassroots in some 
respects because there’s no doctors in the tun¬ 
nel. They don’t have the luxury of having the 
doctors on hand. 

We don’t want to get heading banned, we 
never have. What we’re saying is just be care¬ 
ful. If it’s a clash of heads or a boot to the head, 
come off the pitch.” 

The FA’s new guidelines have been devel¬ 
oped by an independent expert panel of doc¬ 
tors set up in April at the request of the Astle 
family. On the panel was Dr Willie Stewart, 
a consultant neuropathologist at Glasgow’s 
Queen Elizabeth University Hospital. It was 
Dr Stewart who first discovered Jeff Astle’s 
illness was CTE. 

“His brain was so badly damaged he didn’t 
want to tell us the results over the phone,” said 
Mrs Astle. 

“He flew down from Glasgow, he came here 
and he sat in our lounge and told us it was the 
worst case of CTE he’d seen. 

“Jeffs brain had split in half.” 

Now Dr Stewart has helped draw up new 
rules, which he thinks will have a huge impact 
on football. 

He said the guidelines ‘provide clear infor¬ 
mation on the immediate management of the 
injury around the simple principle of ‘if in 
doubt, sit them out’.” 

The Astle family now want the FA to look 
into the impact football may have had on the 
brains of other players. 


Guys and Dolls will love this show 



Gordon Greenberg is directing and Carlos Acosta choreographing Guys and Dolls at the New Alexandra 


THEY were last seen together as 
the bride and groom in the smash 
hit film Four Weddings and a Fu¬ 
neral. 

Now, Sophie Thompson and 
David Haig is sharing the stage 
at the New Alexandra Theatre in 
Birmingham in a performance of 
Guys and Dolls. 

The classic musical has begun 
its two-week run at the theatre 
and will feature the traditional 
songs for which it has been famous 


for more than half an century. 
Thompson and Haig famously 
appeared as the bride and groom 
in ‘wedding two’ of the 1994 film 
in which Hugh Grant and Andie 
MacDowell’s characters continued 
to cross paths at weddings and a 
funeral. 

Thompson is playing Miss Ad¬ 
elaide and Haig stars as Nathan 
Detroit in the musical, which 
tells the story of gamblers and 
mobsters in Prohibition-era New 


York and features well-known hits 
including My Time of Day, Luck 
be a Lady and Sit Down You’re 
Rockin’ the Boat. 

The show launched at the the¬ 
atre last week and runs until Sat¬ 
urday. It will then move on to a 
run at the Savoy Theatre in Lon¬ 
don’s West End. 

Tickets for the show are avail¬ 
able by calling 08448 713011 or 
online at www.atgtickets.com/ 
birmingham 
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Boy with cancer 
meets Malala 

A PAKISTANI boy with liver can¬ 
cer had his dream come true after 
meeting Nobel Prize winner Malala 
Yousafzai. 

Anwarullah Khan travelled from 
his home in Pakistan to the West 
Midlands thanks to Make-A-Wish UK. 

Here he met with Malala, an edu¬ 
cation activist who moved from Paki¬ 
stan to Birmingham after receiving 
emergency medical treatment in the 
city after she was shot in the head. 
Malala said she was honoured to meet 
Anwar, who considers her his hero. 

She said: “First of all I couldn’t be¬ 
lieve he wished to meet me. I never 
thought I’d be a role model at 18 years 
of age.” 

Mien Malala arrived at the Impact 
Hub in Digbeth for the meeting she 
gave Anwar flowers and a signed copy 
of her book while he gave her a gift. 

Careers event 
due at academy 

A CAREERS fair is being held for 
young people today, Thursday. 

The Black Country Chamber of 
Commerce is holding the Your Future 
Careers Fairs at the Q3 Academy in 
Great Barr. 

People aged 14 to 24 can attend 
the free event which runs from 6.30- 
8.30pm. 

Visitors will be able to meet edu¬ 
cation providers, training providers, 
apprenticeship supporters and local 
businesses offering advice and guid¬ 
ance. 

To get involved contact Catrin Guy 
on 01902 912305 or email yourfu- 
ture@blackcountrychamber.co.uk 

Tree-dressing 
workshop due 

MEMBERS of Cradley Heath Crea¬ 
tive are holding a drop-in workshop at 
Mary MacArthur Gardens for anyone 
interested in making items to dress a 
tree there. 

The workshop will be held in the 
group’s Oss Box and there will be 
basic materials such as card, paper, 
fabric, glue and string on hand. 

Group secretary Lizzy Lee said the 
workshop was a combined effort, with 
the gardens friends, Jangchub Ling 
Buddhist Centre and Asda. Further 
information from Fran 07952 563725. 

Super hospital gets 
government cash 

GOVERNMENT cash backing for the 
new super hospital in Smethwick was 
confirmed in the Chancellor’s Au¬ 
tumn Statement. 

The Midland Metropolitan Hospi¬ 
tal, which is due to open in 2018, was 
highlighted by George Osborne as he 
mentioned a £10 billion boost in NHS 
funding. 

A planning application for the hos¬ 
pital, in Grove Lane, was approved by 
Sandwell Council in September. 

The new centre will have 670 beds 
and 15 operating theatres. 
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3 Windows 
Was £890 Now £680 

4 Windows 

Was £1170 Now £890 

5 Windows 

Was £1290 Now £1100 | 

6 Windows 
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► Windows • Composite windows & doors * • 
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Bespoke requirements are no problem 


FENSA 


| CMVfunf | 

KuB)S2®S3 


/ West 

sr 


; completed to high standards 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 3, 2015 






























Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 3, 2015 


6 


IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Council’s 
vision for 
theatre is 
revealed 

EXCITING news for those of you who 
have been following the long-running sto¬ 
ry surrounding the Dudley Hippodrome. 
The council has now revealed its exciting 
new plans for the empty theatre. 

Bright, sweeping, ‘multi-functional’ 
and gateway are among the surfeit of ad¬ 
jectives lavishly used to describe the new 
vision. And what is the new plan in ques¬ 
tion? Well you will be surprised to iearn 
it involves another block-paving scheme. 

What is it with councils and block-pav¬ 
ing? Dudley has done pretty well with 
these fabled slabs in recent years. There 
has been the scheme in the market place, 
the ‘civic square’ in Stone Street, and the 
‘open-air theatre’ in Coronation Gardens. 

Then there’s the scheme in Wolver¬ 
hampton, where the council boasted it 
would increase ‘footfall’ - local authority 
speak for visitors - when all it seems to 
have done so far is caused traffic prob¬ 
lems around the bus station and closed 
one of the city’s oldest and nicest shops. 

Look, I’ve got nothing against a bit of 
block-paving. Usually, it looks quite nice. 
But as a regeneration tool it is next to 
useless. Nobody ever comes into town to 
admire the floor surface. 

And back to the Hippodrome. Now, I’m 
a realist, I know there’s no magic mon¬ 
ey tree, and I don’t expect the council to 
pour in millions of pounds. And if, in the 
six years since the council bought the 
theatre for £500,000 it had come up with 
an exciting scheme for the site, be it a 
new theatre, a museum or tourist attrac¬ 
tion, then I would be all for it. 

But having spent half a million on buy¬ 
ing the theatre, the best ideas it has come 
up with have been a temporary car park, 
a conference centre and now an Alan 
Titchmarsh Ground Force project. 

Could you imagine a private business 
spending this sort of money on a land¬ 
mark building, not knowing what to do 
with it, and then knocking it down and 
paving over it? 

The council hasn’t revealed the cost 
of the ‘bright, sweeping, multi-functional 
open space’, but I would be surprised if it 
didn’t run into seven figures. The market 
scheme cost £6.75 million, and of course 
there are the demolition costs, and the 
cost of maintaining all the shrubbery in 
the scheme. Money which would be bet¬ 
ter spent keeping the museum and art 
gallery open. 

So here’s a solution. The council 
bought the site at auction, why not do 
what any property developer with an 
abortive project would do, and stick it 
back in the auction? It might not get its 
£500,000 back, but sometimes you have 
to cut your losses. Let someone else 
have a go. 

Could a private company make a go 
of the theatre? What else could it use the 
site for? I’ve no idea. But I bet if it was 
the developer’s own money, it would not 
involve topiary and block-paving. 




Bob Hope, right, at the Hippodrome in 1957 


Final curtain set to 


fall on Hippodrome 



The public space replacing the Hippodrome would open up views of the town’s castle 


Dudley’s historic theatre is 
being lined up to become a 
public open space. RICHARD 
GUTTRIDGE reports 


FROM Laurel and Hardy to Bob 
Hope and Ken Dodd - some of the 
biggest stars of entertainment that 
graced the Dudley Hippodrome 
stage. 

This was at a time when the town had 
a theatre to contend with some of the 
best in the country. 

But, after years of neglect, which has 
seen the once-famous venue continue to 
decline, the final curtain is about to fall. 

Over the last few years it was hoped the his¬ 
toric building would make a return as a the¬ 
atre as passionate campaign groups entered 
into discussions about rescuing the venue. 

However, it now appears the long-running 
battle to provide the town with a theatre it can 
be proud of once again has been brought to an 
abrupt end as plans have emerged to pull it 
down and replace it with an open public space. 

Scrapped 

There was talk of a Dudley holy trinity of 
the Hippodrome, zoo and Black Country Liv¬ 
ing Museum being formed to boost tourism in 
the town. 

The former theatre had been under threat 
of demolition for years since the council tabled 
plans to bulldoze the venue to make way for a 
temporary car park. 

Plans were then revealed by Dudley Zoo 
to build a multi-million pound visitor centre 
on the site of the Hippodrome before being 
scrapped last year when it was revealed the 
facility would instead be built within the zoo 
grounds. 

The battle to save the Hippodrome then 
gathered pace before being dealt a major blow 
earlier this year when Wolverhampton-based 
entertainment company The Rok Group 
pulled out of a proposed rescue deal. 

As recently as last month, bullish leaders 


of the Friends of Dudley Hippodrome group 
declared they could have the venue up and 
running again by next year. If that sounded 
optimistic at the time those aspirations have 
now been all but snuffed out as council bosses 
have revealed plans to demolish the building - 
and replace it with public open space. 

The scheme has certainly come out of the 
blue, with interested parties having been given 
a guided tour of the building just a few weeks 
ago, leaving heritage and community groups 
in Dudley baffled. 

Council bosses insist their plan will see the 
removal of a ‘dilapidated’ building and a ‘mod¬ 
ern public exhibition and events open space’ 
put in its place. But the plan has already at¬ 
tracted fierce criticism. 

West Midlands MEP and Ukip councillor 
Bill Etheridge said: “The Labour controlling 
group seem intent in wiping out our heritage 


as shown by the potential closure of Dudley 
Museum and Art Gallery and now the peo¬ 
ple’s hippodrome is on their hit list. Shame on 
them.” 

Fellow Ukip councillor Roger Scott-Dow 
said Dudley would be losing its ‘jewel in the 
crown’. 

He said: “The council should have worked 
far closer with the Friends group and other 
interested parties. A revitalised Hippodrome 
could act as a further much-needed catalyst for 
further regeneration.” 

Black Country Gaz Sawyers, co-founder of 
the Black Country Festival, said the propos¬ 
als to bulldoze the Hippodrome had left him 
‘dismayed’. 

“I don’t understand why the council would 
want to destroy something and put nothing in 
its place, just a piece of huge open land,” he 
said. 


“It’s come out of the blue and will come as 
a shock to a lot of people. If I had any power 
in what was put there, I’d want to see some¬ 
thing that represented the musical heritage of 
Dudley, which used to be a thriving place for 
concerts and music shows. 

“It’s devastating to just destroy this histori¬ 
cal building, it makes no sense at all.” 

Just a few months ago, comedy great Ken 
Dodd joined campaigners in calling for the hip¬ 
podrome to be saved. 

However, Councillor Patrick Harley, leader 
of the opposition Conservative group in Dud¬ 
ley, said he could understand the council’s 
thinking. He said: “I think it’s regrettable by 
the council that the news has broken in this 
manner and been dripped out to the public, 
but as far as I’m aware the controlling group 
of the Hippodrome have been left with no 
choice but to demolish it.” 

Regeneration boss Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed said: “We’ve given people every oppor¬ 
tunity to make sure we can keep the Hippo¬ 
drome. Unfortunately it needs £5m to £10m 
to bring it back into use and that’s a long shot. 
It’s not just a gateway to Dudley town - it’s 
a gateway to the borough. It’s an important 
area and it could look amazing for the town 
and borough. 

“Hopefully the people of Dudley will see the 
reasoning behind why we’ve had to make this 
decision.” 

Glory 

While council chiefs have come under fire 
over the plans, they are right about one thing 
- the building is in a dilapidated state. The 
dormant, run-down building that currently 
stands on Castle Hill is a far cry from the glory 
years when the great and the good of showbiz 
would regularly top the bill in Dudley. 

Built shortly after the end of the Second 
World War in 1938 on the site of the Dudley 
Opera House, which had been destroyed by 
fire the previous year, the theatre became a 
popular variety theatre until 1964. In the in¬ 
tervening years the likes of Judy Garland and 
George Formby appeared there along with 
rising stars such as Bruce Forsyth, while in 
1947 legendary comedy double act Laurel and 
Hardy performed. It was later run as a bingo 
hall by Gala Bingo, closing in 2009. 


* 
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KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 

I 

V I 



SPECIALIST IN I 
NEW BATHROOMS * 

• Design & Planning ft 

• Fully Fitted Service * 

• Plumbing JE, 


Quality Installations 
No Deposit Required 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 

SPECIAL OFFER I SPECIAL OFFER 


• Plumbing I 

• Electrical Work j 

• Plastering ^ 

• Tiling | 

• 7 Days Start to Finisl 

• All Work Guarantees 


I! 


FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 

Remove Exisiting Suite 
Replaster where 
needed 

Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where 
needed 

Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto I8sqm) 

All Rubbish 
Removed 


ONLY £1895 « ONLY £2995 


Call Dan on: 0121 647 3585 


www.db-maintenance.co.uk 


O 


Order In Store or 
Online Today! 

117 High Street, West Bromwich, Birmingham B70 6NY 
0121 525 8233 westbrom@eggfreecake.co.uk 

Monday-Saturday: 11am - 7pm, Sunday: 12pm - 6pm 
Branches nationwide | For more cake designs, visit: 
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Shutting down coal-fired sites is no answer 

SLAMMING shut the doors of the about it.We are all aware winter has a year from an eight-turbine wind farm 
UK’s coal-fired power stations within definitely arrived now and for many with another £250,000 expected from 
a decade will doubtless please the envi- elderly folk that is literally a chilling a second one being built on his estate, 
ronmentally-correct brigade, but that thought, having to choose between This country’s energy needs have 
doesn’t mean it is the right thing to do. eating or heating. And a major reason been badly neglected for decades and 
I understand the desire for new gas- is the high cost of energy because of a coherent, comprehensive and long- 
fired and nuclear replacements, but green levies on our energy bills result- term solution is needed. Energy min- 
until they are functioning we should ing from the impossible carbon emis- ister Amber Rudd is proposing the 
not be arranging to close down these sion targets demanded by the EU. coal-fired station closures under the 
existing power stations, which provide Wind farms and solar panels have banner of energy security but it doesn’t 
approximately a quarter of all the UK’s been a success - however not for us seem very secure to me if she means 
electricity. common or garden householders, but ever more dependence on politically 

It’s all very well the National Grid for already wealthy landowners such as unstable sources like Russia, 
claiming we don’t need to worry about David Cameron’s father-in-law. He is JAMES CARVER 
the lights going out but I do worry reported to earn a staggering £350,000 West Midlands UKIP MEP 


Refugees 
not at fault 
for attacks 

TERRORISM has proved it¬ 
self to have no faith and no 
boundaries. 

And our thoughts remain 
with the victims and their 
loved ones of the #ParisAt- 
tacks. 

This cowardly act must be 
condemned by everyone and 
not accepted by anyone. 

All our #prayers4paris 
are from the heart. 

Some people are now 
blaming the refugees from 
Syria and Iraq for the Paris 
attacks. 

Co-ordinated attacks on 
seven locations throughout 
the city would have required 
local knowledge, which re¬ 
cent arrivals are certainly 
not likely to have. 

The people of France have 
been deeply hurt by these 
cowardly acts but they must 
not stereotype and blame 
the refugees for the acts. 

These people deserve even 
more sympathy as attacks 
like these are what made 
them refugees in the first 
place. 

B KHAN 

Tipton 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Devolved power for 
region is great news 

THE announcement that the West Midlands Combined 
Authority will have devolved power to control its own 
affairs, along with a metro-mayor, is certainly very good 
news indeed. 

Quite apart from the extra £1 billion from the Govern¬ 
ment to go towards investment, transport projects and 
training, it means that people in our part of the West 
Midlands will have a more direct say about how their own 
money is spent. 

I congratulate Bob Sleigh, who chairs the Shadow Board 
of the West Midlands Combined Authority, and all the 
metropolitan councils and the LEPs for moving so swiftly 
to create a partnership and secure this deal with the Gov¬ 
ernment. 

This kind of streamlined devolution is just what we need 
- more direct control over policy without an extra layer of 
bureaucracy and cost. 

The agreement will mean more money, more autonomy 
and more opportunity for our region. 

Let’s get the Midland engine really revving. 

ANTHEA MCINTYRE 

Conservative MEP for West Midlands 


City wakes 
up to open 
memorial 

AT last Birmingham seems 
to have woken up to the im¬ 
portance of having a proper 
memorial to the 21 mur¬ 
dered in the Birmingham 
bombing. 

Not only is this a mark of 
respect but it is also mark¬ 
ing a terrible act of violence 
that has now become part 
of Birmingham’s historical 
heritage. 

Over the last 35 years I 
have written many letters 
criticising Birmingham’s 
apathetic approach to re¬ 
membering our those who 
have died. 

These have included those 
killed in the Carlton Cinema 
during the German bomb¬ 
ings, and it took my friend 
Razza over 12 years to get a 
memorial bench on the site; 
compared to 41 years for 
the Birmingham 21 to be 
properly recognised and not 
hidden away in St Philips 
Cathedral. 

The innocent victims of 
this IRA outrage deserve to 
be remembered in dignity. 

S T VAUGHAN 

Birmingham 





Window Warehouse Ltd 


Established over 20 years 


• composite uoors 

• Porches 

• Patio Doors 

■ Conservatories 

- Window & Door Repairs 

- Fascias / Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 


H -- 

Tnieria IBBI 

Kitchens & bathrooms 


WAREHOUSE SALE NOW ON 

SHOWER DOORS WAS £299 NOW £30.00 
BATHROOM CABINETS WAS £499 NOW £55.00 



NO OBLIGATION 

IN HOME PLANNING & DESIGN 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL JULY INSTALLATIONS 


FREE TILES’ 

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN DECEMBER 


BATH TO SHOWERI 
CONVERSION 

LIMITED SALE OFFER 

£1997.00 

FULLY FITTED 


n 


,i 


NEW sliding door option 
EASY clean wall panels 
LUXURY seat option 
SAFETY grab bar option 
INSTALLED IN 2 DAYS* 


► Discount Kitchens & Bathrooms 
►Over 50 displays in store 

► Large showroom & free parking 

► Free no obligation survey 


Interia are a long 
established,trusted, 
family owned business, 
with over 30 combined 
Years in the industry 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, 
WS10 7LH 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 


# 5 metre squared of tiles supplied free with any kitchen or bathroom fully installed. *Based on straight forward fitting. 

see store for 
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Festive gifts 
from clubs 
get red card 



CLOTHES pegs painted in West 
Brom’s blue and white have 
topped a list of the worst Christ¬ 
mas presents being sold by Pre¬ 
mier League clubs ... 

However when looking at other mer¬ 
chandise being sold at other Midland 
football clubs it is apparent the colourful 
pegs are in good company. 

Family members scratching their heads 
over to what to get a Wolves fan can find a 
dinner bell with the club’s crest on the han¬ 
dle, costing £6. 

Villa supporters meanwhile can chomp 
on their club’s official wine gums or fudge, 
both £1, while watching their team from the 
stands. 

And how exactly would Walsall fans make 
sure they could see their favourite players in 
action without snapping up a £2 pair of bin¬ 
oculars? 

Our clubs boast some weird and wonderful 
stocking fillers and gifts for Christmas. 

Alan Cleverley, secretary of West Brom’s 
supporters club, said: “I was actually bought 
a set of those clothes pegs by a mate. 

“We always try and outdo each other by 
buying the worst presents possible. Having 
said that I do think there is some good stuff in 
the Albion shop and I particularly like buying 
their golf gloves because they are very good 
quality. I also like buying the golf balls with 
the badges on - but I keep losing them. 




The infamous Baggies clothes pegs 

“The standard over the last few years has 
really improved and for younger people there 
are all those mobile phone and computer ac¬ 
cessories, so I bet they love them. 

“I was actually out shopping with my 
granddaughter the other day and I was point¬ 
ing out what they could buy me for Christ¬ 
mas. You can never have too many golf gloves 
because they can wear out quite quickly.” 

Another present is the Albion metal dog 
bowl for £7.99 along with diving duck with 
plug at £4.99. 

For those wishing to buy a more serious 
gift, a WBA home goalkeeper shirt will set 
you back £54.99. 

If Saddlers fans are not taken by the replica 
binoculars, perhaps a £1 pencil sharpener is 
more their cup of tea? 

Steve Davis, secretary of Walsall Football 
Supporters Trust, said: “I don’t think there’s 
anything too bad that really stands out in our 
club shop. 

“But I have to say the onesies are just 
wrong - but then again I think they’re all 
wrong. The worst thing I ever bought was 


Winter warmer - Wolves jacket, £70 






Ring the changes - dinner bell, £6 



Getting it ‘write’ with a pencil case, £5 



■ j s 3 


All grown-up - an adult shirt, £54.99 



Dog’s dinner - metal food bowl, £7.99 



Come clean with a diving duck plug, £4.99 



All-weather training - jacket, £50 




Put football in focus - binoculars, £2 



Make a point with a pencil sharpener, £1 


probably the mascot, Swifty’s, old costume 
online. I just thought it was a bit of a one- 
off but when it came through the post it was 
massive. I suppose the worse thing I could 
think of buying a Walsall fan for Christmas 
would be a Wolves half season ticket.” 

Wolves are selling force jackets in charcoal 
black for £70 but the bizarre dinner bell costs 
a mere £6. And, for those with a spare £1 in 


your pocket, a 30cm ruler is on offer. Aston 
Villa’s worst offering - an astro turf sign cost¬ 
ing £4 - should arguably have charted higher 
than eighth in the list of worse Christmas 
presents. 

The club, as well as selling its own range 
of confectionary, also stocks Aston Villa dog 
doorstops for £18. 


For the more classy fan, a set of engraved 
Villa brandy glasses start at £50. The list of 
tacky presents compiled by GambleGeek also 
included a £25 Bournemouth hard hat and 
Crystal Palace tape measures if they have a 
spare £4.99. Sunderland’s dog lead embla¬ 
zoned with the club’s crest is on there, priced 
at £7.99, while a flashing yo-yo for Stoke City 
supporters also features. 
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Community leaders Mohammed Loan 

PEOPLE from all faiths united 
against terror as they took part in a 
silent vigil in Sandwell. 

More than 100 Muslims led the 
event in Oldbury, a week on from the 
terror attacks on Paris. The Inclusive 
Muslim Action Network (IMAN) - a 
coalition of Sandwell Muslim organi¬ 
sations, mosques and partners - held 
the vigil and were joined by represent¬ 
atives from other faiths. 

Sandwell Council Leader Council¬ 
lor Darren Cooper and the Mayor of 
Sandwell, Councillor Barbara Price, 
also joined forces to show solidarity, 
respect and peace against terrorism 


and Ragih Muflihi speaking at the vigil, 

at the event in Oldbury Civic Square. 
Councillor Cooper described it as a 
‘welcome protest’ of joining all faiths 
together in the face of terrorism. 

He said: “I was approached by the 
leaders of the Muslim community who 
wanted to make it clear that they were 
appalled by the latest terror attacks. 

“They made it clear to me that ISIS 
does not represent their faith and I 
fully welcomed them in organising this 
protest. It really showed all faiths in 
Sandwell coming together and saying 
no to terrorism,” he added. 

IMAN members held banners dur¬ 
ing the half-an-hour vigil, on No- 


with Councillor Darren Cooper behind 

vember 20, saying ‘ISIS is not Islam 
- Terrorism has no religion.’ 

Many of the members of the Muslim 
community also wore T-shirts stating 
‘not in our name’. Imam Ghulam Ra- 
sool, executive of Iman, described the 
vigil as giving a message that everyone 
could relate too. 

“Today we have had community 
faith leaders come together to be a 
force against terrorism,” he said. “Our 
message is simple - we are against ter¬ 
rorism and all faiths here are support¬ 
ing the message as everyone can relate 
to it. It has been a fantastic turnout,” 
he added. 


Vigil sees all faiths unite against terror 


J Dental Implants g 

The feel good solution 
for missing teeth 


• No more loose & sore dentures! • No more denture adhesive! 
» Enjoyyour food & socialising again! We can helpyou! 



Dental implants are the most feel good, natural, healthy solution for 
replacing missing teeth and are great value for money from as little as... 

£97.90 per month* 

1 ‘Conditions apply 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 



VISIT OUR CHRISTMAS SHOWROOM, 

FOR THE BEST DISPLAY IN TOWN! 

CHRISTMAS GIFT RANGE - THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
CHRISTMAS MENU AVAILABLE AT OUR WATERSIDE RESTAURANT 
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 


TSglB 

?, ci -uJA9S 

* u Ueob},i?<& 




UNIT 6, CHURCHBRIDGE, OLDBURY, 

WEST MIDLANDS B69 2AP 

TEL: 0121544 6794 EMAIL: SALES@AD-AQUATICS.COM 
WWW.AD-AQUATICS.COM 


OPEN: MON- SAT: 9.00AM - 6.00PM 
SUNDAY: 10.15AM - 4.15PM 
BANK HOLIDAYS: lO.OOAM - 5.00PM 
CLOSED: 25TH/26TH DECEMBER & 1ST JANUARY 
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Windows 


Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 
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UPT© 


Vilena 
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Vrorn^ 
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iMidlandslManufacturel 
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3 Windows 
J/\/as-£99frNow £670 

4 Windows 
WasJ£4486 Now £880 

5 Windows 

Was_mOfrNow £1090 

6 Windows 

Waa.£4£§frNow £1370 

Maximum Size 4ft x 4ft 
T&Cs apply 


1 3PI 

rK 1 Veranda/ 

Al Fresco Dining/ 

H 

IGHSPEC 




SlIDCI 1 it© SupaliteRoof 
specialists 


ARRANGED 
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Fitting Teams 
Available 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM 

Rood End Rd., Oldbury 868 8SF 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk / hispec-sales@outlook.com 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
Mon - Fri 
8am - 6pm 
Sat & Sun 
10am - 4pm 


No fines for cigarette 
itter in past 4 years 


NOT a single person has been 
fined for dropping cigarette butts 
in Sandwell in the past four years 
- despite the council launching a 
high profile campaign. 

The authority has issued zero fixed 
penalty notices from 2012 onwards - 
despite handing out more than 3,000 
in the previous two years. 

Bosses have been criticised for the 
‘shocking’ statistics and failing to tackle 
litterbugs. If fines are not imposed as a de¬ 
terrent then it encourages people to litter, 
according to Councillor Philip Garrett. The 
figures, revealed by a Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion request, show that in 2010 the author¬ 
ity issued 2,083 fines - receiving £72,950. 

In 2011 the number of fines dropped to 
1,130, with £38,425 brought into the coun¬ 
cil’s coffers. However, there have been no 
fixed penalty notices handed out since then. 

Reduced 

Councillor Maria Crompton, cabinet 
member for highways and environment, 
said: “The community warden service un¬ 
derwent a major restructure in 2012 and 
merged with the park wardens, with the 
total number of wardens reduced by a half. 

“Despite having fewer resources and 
additional responsibilities, our wardens 
still tackle litter through engagement and 
education, and will still issue fixed penalty 
notices a last resort if necessary. 

“Wardens provide a highly visible pres¬ 
ence on Sandwell’s streets and at parks, 
open spaces, cemeteries and crematoria 
and have also led the council’s high pro¬ 
file dog fouling enforcement and education 
campaign.” 

UKIP Councillor Philip Garrett said: 
“These figures are quite shocking. I’m a 
little bit baffled by them - and it begs the 
question ‘why?’ The council needs to set an 
example to show people that if they leave 
litter they will be punished. To see no-one 
has been fined since 2011 just isn’t good 
enough - it’s not acceptable.” 


Ray of lights is in town 


Ray Quinn with Wednesbury Celebrates volunteer Maggie Dorsett, left, 
and Cllr Elaine Costigan at Wednesbury Town Hall before the switch-on 


CROWDS hocked to a town centre 
to see former X Factor and Dancing 
on Ice star Ray Quinn turn on the 
Christmas lights. 

The 27-year-old actor, singer 
and dancer was full of smiles as he 
chatted away to hundreds of fans in 
Wednesbury. 

As part of the event at the town 
hall there were also performances 
from local artists and schools, plus 
a festive market, foot stalls, a San¬ 
ta’s grotto and a children’s fair last 
night. Ray said: “It’s the first time 
I’ve been here. 

“I was in Wolverhampton earlier 


this year at The Robin which was 
one of the best shows I’ve done. 
This last year has been quite a jour¬ 
ney for me. I’ve been in the studio 
and really want to produce a good 
album for myself and my fans.” 

Ray performed a cover of King by 
Years and Years and his own track 
Sunrise. 

Wednesbury councillor Elaine 
Costigan said: “It’s fantastic to 
have Ray here showing the people of 
Wednesbury a great time and kick¬ 
ing off the festive season in style. 

“It was a great turnout, probably 
even more than we expected.” 


Get the full news 
experience with 

Express & Star plus+ 

The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start 
Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 
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Express & Star B 


BRITAIN'S 
NUMBER 1 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Call freephone 0800146 540 or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 


PLUS+ 


PRINT | MOBILE | TABLET | ONLINE 







































































Hundreds queue for Minecraft hero Dan 



Youtube Minecraft star Dan TDM aka Daniel Middleton visits Oldbury Toys R US, seen with Jack Hawkes, aged 10 


HE is one of the biggest names in the 
world - if you’re into game-of-the-mo- 
ment Minecraft. 

And more than 400 dedicated young 
fans queued for up to five hours to 
meet YouTube sensation Daniel Mid¬ 
dleton in Oldbury. 

Children and adults travelled from 
across the country to meet the star - 
who goes under the name Dan TDM 
- at Toys £ R’ Us on Birchley Island. 

The 23-year-old has clocked up bil¬ 
lions of views and more than eight 
million subscribers on his YouTube 
channel The Diamond Minecart since 
2012. 

He simply posts videos about play¬ 


ing Minecraft and admits he has been 
amazed by the response. 

Tickets went on sale for his visit on 
November 21, causing chaos when a 
limited number sold out within a few 
hours. 

Dan, who has been a self-confessed 
video game addict since a young age, 
said: “I’ve never been to Oldbury be¬ 
fore but it’s great to get such a warm 
welcome from everyone. 

Recognition 

“It still feels incredibly surreal to 
have people shouting your name but it 
means so much to come here and see 
them in person.” 


Dan’s appearance was also in recog¬ 
nition of the Tube Heroes Toy collec¬ 
tion, a range of action figures created 
from the YouTube gaming stars of 
today, including Dan. 

One family who were first in the 
queue had arrived at the centre before 
8am. 

Angie and Keith Hawkes had 
brought their super-fan children 
Katie, aged eight, and Jack, 10, along. 

Jack, from Prestatyn, north Wales, 
said: “I am so excited to see Dan be¬ 
cause I watch his videos everyday.” 

Toys ‘R’ Us manager Niall McMur- 
ray said: “It has been a privilege to 
have Dan here.” 



OPEN FROM: 26TH -29TH NOVEMBER 
3RD - 6TH DECEMBER lOTH - 24TH DECEMBER 

SEE WEBSITE FOR INDIVIDUAL OPENING TIMES 




£5 ENTRY 
PER CHILD 

A DONATION 
FROM YOUR ENTRY 
FEE WILL CO TO 
SANDWELL HOSPITAL 
CHILDREN'S WARD 


NEW SQUARE CHRISTMAS 
OPENING TIMES: 

OPEN UNTIL LATE. 
STORE TIMES MAY VARY. 
SEE WEBSITE 
FOR INDIVIDUAL 
STORE OPENING TIMES 


Shopping, Food, Fashion, Movies, 
Events, and so much more. 

□ D newsquarewestbromwich.co.uk 




• Sa R n at» 



0121 5521286 

62 Rounds Green Road, Oldbury, B69 2RD 



Find us on Facebook at 

BowjanglesJewellery 


__ f 

^ WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


Highly skilled craftsmen are 
ready to take on any repair project, 
or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece... 

Simply pop in and we will give you 
a FREE estimate. 
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END) OF YEAR SALE 



Want to use your 
conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in summer? { 
Too Din winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your ^ 

conservatory roof 


(t&c apply, must book on first visit to get discount) 



* Choice of tiles and colours 

* Save energy, conserve heat 
► Fitting Teams available 



SupaLite 

J l'fit 



SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution ... 


ONLY MIDLANDS M;u JUFACTUR^ 


^Kfo T^anuiug Pk/uvuSS ion. needed! 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com /sales@supalitemidlands.com 


Childhood inspiration 
which led to a career 


AS A wide-eyed child, Car¬ 
mel Madden watched as 
nurses cared for her mum, 
and so inspired was she that 
she dreamed of one day fol¬ 
lowing in their footsteps. 

As matron of one of the fast¬ 
est-paced wards in Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust, Carmel (48) works on 
AMU (Acute Medical Unit) 1 and 
2 wards at City Hospital. 

She manages 120 staff and ensures 
all patients (many in a critical condi¬ 
tion) receive the best care possible. 

She said: “AMU is a very fast-paced 
environment. We work very closely 
with A&E and GPs to receive patients 
who are in need of urgent help. People 
come to us when they are very poorly 
and we try our best to manage their 
conditions as quickly as possible. 

“I am very proud of my team. We 
have a strong record in treating and 
discharging patients quickly. Patients 
in pain or needing hospital treatment 
don’t want to wait around, so we are 
proud that the majority of our patients 
are discharged or moved to different 
wards within four hours.” 

Carmel has been at the Trust for 30 
years. She first came to SWBH for an 
interview for nurse training when she 
was 16. She said: “Actually, at that 
time I already had an offer from Selly 
Oak Hospital. But my dad insisted I 
take the interview at Dudley Hospital, 
which is City Hospital now. 

“The moment I entered the hospital, 
I knew I would like to work here as 
long as I can. The hospital has such a 
multicultural environment. My profes¬ 
sional friends are from diverse back¬ 
grounds from Africa to Asia. I have 
learned so many things outside of my 
profession, directly because of this job. 
For example I never had an Indian 
meal until I came to work here and I 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

CARMEL MADDEN 

Matron on AMU 1 and 2 




have never looked back since my first 
taste - and my family agrees as we now 
share a love of spice.” 

Carmel is very passionate about her 
work, she said: “Being caring and com¬ 
passionate are the two fundamental 
principles that I always carry with me. 
I want to make sure that my patients 
receive the best care possible, deliv¬ 
ered in a truly compassionate manner. 
I think when you demonstrate that 
you understand what your patients go 
through and share that with them, it 
will help lift up patients’ spirits and 
make a difference to their time in hos¬ 
pital. 

“Being a matron helps me to oversee 
how we work as a team and be able to 
support my colleagues better. How¬ 
ever, being a matron also means that 
the time I have with patients is less 
than I used to have when I was a sis¬ 
ter. Patient contact is always a joy for 
me, but I understand the matron role 
can impact patient care much more.” 


Carmel also added that she often 
takes extra shifts so she can have 
more time with her patients, she said: 
“I just love working so much. The fact 
that I can be there and take care of 
my patients is already the highlight of 
my day. My strong work ethic proba¬ 
bly came from my dad, who continued 
working until he turned 72 and now, 
he still comes and helps me and my 
siblings when we need him. 

“He is my hero actually. He inspires 
me to work harder and push myself.” 

When asking why she chose to be¬ 
come a nurse, Carmel said: “When 
my mum had to stay in the hospital 
and I was only seven years old, I saw 
how the nurses took care of her and 
other patients and that inspired me to 
choose a career in nursing.” 

In her spare time, Carmel spends 
time reading. She and her colleagues 
often swap books with each other. Car¬ 
mel lives with her husband and their 
16-year-old son in Erdington. 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



emas 4= 





SCAB A 



I 


NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 


from £4500 


I NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 

I FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 

Direct manufacturers of quality ,- 

UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 

y 

2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 
£98 £121 £141 £174 £141 



GWG NURSERY 

"Multi Award Winning Nursery" 

FULL AND PART TIME SPACES AVAILABLE FOR BABIES 




CALL 01245 396910 


GRINSELL’S SKIP 
HIRE LTD 


. Established 

All sizes of StaP kgyik transport ' 
Reliable Ser^ce fl0n . 

Re .Waste fraosf®r adWy , 

•Poblic^ghbndg.'. 


Call 0121 565 8879 for more information 

Trinity Point, Trinity Street, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 7AA |0121 565 88791 


Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 


. Screen 

,_cyded 


Pro 


duels• 


LDVANCE WINDOW 

" systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


Tel: 0121 555 6060 
Fax: 0121 555 7332 

Yard C, Parkrose Ind. Estate, 
Middlemore Road B66 2DZ 

Email: grinsellskiphire@btconnect.com 
Web: www.grinsellskiphire.co.uk 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an event for 
a charity or a local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


















































One Yule remember 
after big switch-on 

£ 
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From left, Tipton Civic Society chairman Keith Hodgkins, 
Kenny Craig, Denise Brothwood, and her husband Ray 


THE countdown to Christmas has officially begun in Tip- 
ton as the festive lights were turned on in front of hun¬ 
dreds of people. Always a popular event in the town, the 
crowds gathered near the tree in Owen Street to watch the 
big switch-on last week. 

The celebrations began early with a funfair keeping fam¬ 
ilies entertained in the lead up to the main event. 

One of the main attractions was the Tipton Tree of Light, 
outside St Paul’s and St Martin’s Church on Owen Street. 

Hundreds of lights are placed on the tree and people 
are encouraged to sponsor a light in memory of friends 
and family they have lost. Tipton Civic Society chairman 
Ray Brothwood, who helped to organise the service, said: 
“There are trees in every town in San dwell and I always 
reckon ours is the best.” 

As part of the switch-on, a service was held at St Mar¬ 
tin’s and St Paul’s Church, featuring carols from Tipton 
schoolchildren. Local performer Kenny Craig also sang 
festive songs. There was also a two-minute silence held to 
remember loved ones that have been lost during the year. 


Son cleared 
of his role 
in revenge 
after appeal 


A SON convicted of joining his dad in a kid¬ 
nap, burglary and vandalism spree, as a feud 
between families erupted into anarchy, has 
been cleared and freed on appeal. 

Darren Robert Hunt, aged 42 and his son Darren 
Junior Hunt, 22, were found by a jury to have been 
involved in a rampage across Birmingham and So¬ 


lihull. 

Prosecutors said they 
were seeking revenge on 
those connected to another 
family they believed had set 
fire to their car and home. 

In February 2013, a gang 
kidnapped a teenager in 
Hockley Heath and, carry¬ 
ing hammers and machetes, 
later smashed their way into 
houses and vandalised cars. 

Hunt senior, of Nightin¬ 
gale Avenue, Smiths Wood, 
Birmingham, was jailed for 
nine and a half years, plus a 
three-year extended licence 
period. He was convicted 
of conspiracy to kidnap, 
kidnapping, two counts of 
false imprisonment and 
aggravated burglary. Hunt 
junior, of Chelmer Close, 
Castle Bromwich, Solihull, 
was jailed for six-and-a-half 
years, having been convicted 
of conspiracy to kidnap and 
aggravated burglary. 

Now, however, three 
senior judges at London’s 
Criminal Appeal Court have 
quashed all Hunt junior’s 
convictions. 


By David Banner 

But Lord Justice Lloyd 
Jones, Mrs Justice Cox and 
Judge Anthony Leonard QC 
threw out an appeal by his 
father. 

The court heard Hunt 
senior descended into a 
‘red mist’ and went on the 
revenge trail, after his car 
was torched on February 3 
2013 and the fire spread to 
his family home. 

He had previously been 
jailed for eight years and 
three months in March 2010 
after he and another two 
men committed a £75,000 
armed robbery at a bank in 
Rugeley. 

Prosecutors claimed fa¬ 
ther and son were linked to 
the 2013 crimes by evidence 
which included phone re¬ 
cords and tiny glass frag¬ 
ments said to be from crime 
scenes. 

But lawyers for Hunt jun¬ 
ior said the evidence against 
him was unreliable and his 
convictions ‘unsafe’. 


Central Heating Assistance 


For a [EMBHMLDQIWWarm lone 
is able to help provide central heating 
systems to homeowners who have no 
central heating or an old 
inefficient “G” rated boiler 
or back boiler 

If you live in Sandwell 
and have a low household 
income are: 
over 60 or 
disabled or have 
chronic health issues 



© 

© 

© 

You may be eligible for 
assistance * 

^Subject to terms and conditions 

If you want to know more 
contact Warm Zone on: 

0800 033 7967 
0121 552 0563 



Worlei 
Two Courses... JAM 

Three Courses... 

Jnlimted Courses... 

Starting from 

Only £9.99!! 


Early Christmas present from us 

Name. 


15 % 

Discount 


Phone. 

NOT VALID ON CHRISTMAS DAY & 
NEW YEAR'S DAY. 

* (SAND) 


Wolverhampton Road, Old bury. West Midlands B68 8L 
Telephone : 01215520041, www.flavourz.co.uk. 

Check our website for opening times & prices. 
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MP flags up 
firm’s drive 
to succeed 



Adrian Bailey MP, right centre, with 
Sirus Automotive’s David Gee, Andrew 

Ramsbottom and Simon Pearson 

AN ambitious Wednesbury auto en¬ 
gineering company has grown by 40 
per cent in just the last six months 
and aims to double in size in the 
next two years. 

Sirus Automotive is one of the 
world’s leading vehicle and mobil¬ 
ity conversion specialists for people 
with disabilities and has been hailed 
by a local MP as a ‘Black Country 
business success story’. 

West Bromwich West MP Adrian 
Bailey received a warm welcome 
from the management, workers 
and customers of Sirus Automotive, 
when he recently visited their fac¬ 
tory in Wednesbury. 

Mr Bailey saw for himself why 
the company is a leaders in its field 
by supplying high quality, person¬ 
ally-adapted vehicles enabling mo¬ 
bility for many severely disabled 
people, either as passengers or driv¬ 
ers from as far as New Zealand. 

The Wednesbury firm has grown 
over 40 per cent in the last six 
months and now employs over 60 
people. Further growth will see the 
company double its size within the 
next two years. 

Mr Bailey said: “Not only are 
these vehicles of the very highest 
standard but it was clear, talking to 
customers, that they are extremely 
satisfied with the vehicles they pur¬ 
chase and also with the aftercare 
service.” 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


1,300 make their voice heard 
over threat to town's PCSOs 


MORE than 1,300 people have signed a petition 
hoping to save Wednesbury’s PCSOs from losing 
their jobs. West Midlands Police has announced 
more than 400 community officers could be cut. 

The force looks to save £130 million. But councillors in 
the town say local residents do not want to lose the PC¬ 
SOs - who are Their eyes and ears’ on the streets and help 
maintain order. 


The petition was launched 
by Councillor Olwen Jones and 
backed by her colleagues Bob 
Lloyd and Elaine Costigan. 

It has already garnered 
nearly half the signatures 
needed to present it at a full 
meeting of Sandwell Council. 

Councillor Jones said 
Wednesbury’s PCSOs were 
popular in the town and res¬ 
idents ‘didn’t want them to 
lose their jobs’. “I’m pleased 
people have started signing the 
petition but we need around 
3,000 to take it to full council,” 
she said. “The PCSOs are our 
eyes and ears on the ground in 
the town and they do brilliant 
work. We don’t want to lose 
any of our PCSOs - they are 
an important link between the 
community and the police.” 

The petition will be available 
to sign online while hard copies 
will also be available in librar¬ 
ies in the Wednesbury area. 

When she launched it, Coun¬ 
cillor Jones told the Express & 
Star of her desire to retain a 
police presence in Wednesbury. 

She said: “We have got very 


By David Cosgrove 


popular PCSOs and residents 
don’t want them to lose their 
jobs. This is the reason I have 
taken this on, to try and help 
the residents.” 

A total of 1,391 people have 
signed the petition according 
to Councillor Costigan, who 
also said members had held 
a positive meeting with West 
Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson 
about the future of neighbour¬ 
hood policing. 

“It’s really important that 
we keep the PCSOs in Wednes¬ 
bury,” Councillor Costigan 
said. “I fully support what 
Councillor Jones is doing.” 

When the cuts were an¬ 
nounced West Midlands Police 
Federation deputy chairman 
Tom Cuddeford said: “The next 
few years are going to be very 
worrying for police officers and 
staff. We are going to lose some 
excellent PCSOs. The force has 
got to be open and honest with 
the public and say clearly what 
we can no longer do.” 



Celebrations as 
group wins share 
of £130k funding 

COMMUNITY group Wednesbury Cele¬ 
brates is itself celebrating after winning a 
share of £130,000 which has been handed 
out to groups across the West Midlands. 

The Heart of England Community 
Foundation has dished out a total of 
£133,121 to more than 50 community pro¬ 
jects across the region. 

The funding is the first round of 
grant-giving following the charity’s move 
to start supporting communities in Bir¬ 
mingham and the Black Country. 

Black Country projects have now ben- 
efitted to the tune of £27,698, with Bir¬ 
mingham groups handed £37,582. 

Sandwell’s Yew Tree Community Cen¬ 
tre received £2,500, while Deaf World in 
Smethwick was given £500. Other groups 
in our region include The Big Feed in 
Walsall, which won £1,000; Statton Street 
Methodist Church Community Project, in 
Wolverhampton, which won £1,800; and 
Criminon, in Wolverhampton, which won 
£ 1 , 000 . 

A total of 59 groups across the West 
Midlands were supported by the funding 
pot. 

Among those to benefit are projects 
which provide hot meals for isolated older 

Members from Wednesbury Celebrates, which won £1,000, promote upcoming panto people and the disadvantaged, dance ses- 
Peter Pan - playing Captain Hook is Adrian Jukes, Crocodile - Richard McVitie, Peter sions for the disabled, employment advice 
Pan - Tammy Lorraine and Miss Smee - Richard Jonason and housing for those in need. 
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PLEASE 

FEEP 

ME 


A pfe® m 

mas 


Give a homeless dog 
a Christmas and 
New Year dinner for only 


Donate by 

• post v 

Dark Lane, Coven, 

. Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 

• Text 

FEED28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070 

Must get bill payer’s permission. 

• Call 

0121 643 501 8 (option 3) 


Registered Charity No: 222436 


• Online 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 


Express 

// ■ Distrihutinn 


Simply ring 


We are currently recruiting people 
in your area to deliver your free newspaper, 
magazines and Advertising Leaflets 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn 
some extra cash, contact us with: 


Your Name, Address & 
Telephone Number 

or email 































Historic Art Deco cinema 
to go under the hammer 



The exterior view of the building which started its life off as an ice rink 



The interior, with its stall seating and banqueting/cabaret tables area 


IT’S an Art Deco cinema that 
was created during the gold¬ 
en age of Hollywood. 

And now this imposing Black 
Country venue, turned banquet¬ 
ing suite, could be yours as it is 
going under the hammer at auc¬ 
tion for a six figure sum. 

The Victoria Suite, in Cape Hill, 
Smethwick, has seen several transfor¬ 
mations but still retains many original 
features. 

It is among the lots on offer at a sale 
held by Cottons Auctioneers today, 
Thursday. 

The site, based in Wind mill Lane, is 
now surrounded by town centre shops 
and close to a retail park. 

But back in the 1900s masses 
flocked to the area from across the 
town to visit the venue - when it was 
first an ice rink. 

Transformed 

It was 1909 when a skating rink 
was created on the land. Three years 
later the site was transformed into 
an early cinema, known at The Rink 
Picture House. It was acquired by Mr 
Shapeero of Nottingham in 1920 and 
in March 1928 was taken over by Den¬ 
man Picture Houses, which was part 
of the Gaumont cinema group. 

The cinema was demolished in No¬ 
vember 1929. Records show the new 
venue opened as the Rink Cinema 
on July 7 1930 with Jack Holt in the 
movie Flight. 

Its brick facade remains intact today 
featuring five windows above with sur¬ 
rounds made of Portland stone in the 
design of a peacock’s plumage. Histo¬ 
rians believe there was seating in the 
auditorium was provided for 1,300 in 
the stalls and 650 in the circle in its 
heyday. 

It was renamed Gaumont Theatre in 


1949 and was closed by the Rank Or¬ 
ganisation on 1st February 1964 with 
Janet Munro in Bitter Harvest and 
John Mills in Tiger Bay. 

Later it was converted into a Top 
Rank Bingo Club, which became a 
Mecca Bingo Club which closed in 
around 2005. 

In recent years the building has 
been used for banqueting hall and was 
designated a Grade II Listing in 2000. 


Historian Chris Sutton, from 
Smethwick Heritage Centre, said the 
venue’s history should be respected by 
future developers. “It is great example 
of a cinema of its kind,” he said. “We 
are interested in preserving history of 
the building in its current state.” 

The guide price has been given as 
£275,000 to £300,000. 

The Victoria Suite is for auction by 
Cottons in the Holt Suite at Villa Park. 





MAY YOUR FITNESS 
BE WITH YOU THIS 

PARTY SEASON! 



Join online between 
1st - 13th December 
and pay nothing 
until January 2016! 


Unlimited 

SWIM 
FITNESS 


F 


GYM 


Terms & Conditions 

New members only, customers must not have cancelled during December to receive the payment. If cancelled within 14 days all usage 
will be charged. Offer only availabfe^fhline. All ONE Card terms and conditions apply. Direct debits will commence on 1st January 2016, 
minimum of 3 direct debitSj^^ 


L 


SANDWELL LEISURE TRUST 

www.slt-leisure.co.uk 

0300 012 0121 v- 

Award winning services supporting Sandwell’s scorecard — 



CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS AT GREAT to* 

DISCOUNTS 4 * 


PAVERS 

Shoes 


DOMO 


Off Cronehills Linkway, West Bromwich 
Find us opposite New Square 


west bromwich 


astlepark.com 
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Express & Star 


MOLESKIN TROUSERS 


Only £29.99 plus P&P 


A classic style in hardwearing, soft, 
cotton moleskin, with a sturdy zip, 
deep quarter pockets and a practical 
buttoned back pocket. The trousers 
have a comfortable fit and flattened 
overstitched seams give a tailored 
appearance. Featuring a colour 
co-ordinated inner waistband and a 
secure hook and button fastening. 
Machine washable. Available sizes: 

Leg - 27”, 29”, 31” Waist - 32”, 34”, 36”, 
38”, 40”, 42”, 44”, 46”, 48” 





C2140L 

Olive 



FAIR ISLE JUMPERS 


Samuel Windsor 

tailored quality - outstanding prices 


The Fair Isle pattern is a design classic that 
has been popular since the early 1900s. This 
exceptionally comfortable jumper is a fantastic 
casual option for the colder seasons and comes 
in two great colours. 

• 50% wool and 50% cotton 

• Machine washable at 30° 

• Sizes (to fit chest): S (up to 36-38”), M (39- 
42”), 

L (43-44”), XL (45-48”), XXL (49-50”) 


BVK35WN Wine 


Only £39 plus P&P 



Only £19.99 plus P&P 


ALL WEATHER BOOTS 
FOR MEN & WOMEN 


Be prepared for another long cold winter with these wonderfully cosy waterproof boots. Featuring 
slip resistant soles with a zip front, touch fasten strap and fully lined fleece inner you’ll be ready to go 
come rain or snow. Comfortable enough to wear all day long these boots are available in four versatile 
colours, brown, red, camel and black. Unisex sizes 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. 

S120FB Black Faux Leather S120CM Camel Faux Suede 
S120BR Brown Faux Leather S120RY Red Faux Suede 



With classic chino styling, soft fleece lining, two 
slant pockets, belt loops and two back button 
pockets, these traditional favourites provide 
the perfect solution for the colder seasons. An 
additional hidden expanding waist offers an 
extra two inches of give, enabling you to move 
and stretch with ease. 

Sizes Leg 27” 29” 31” 33” Waist 32” 34” 36” 38” 
40” 42” 44” 46” 48” 


C141RS Red 


C141GR Graphite 


C141NY Navy 


C141DB Fawn 


C141BB Blue 


THERMAL LINED 
CHINOS 


Only £30 plus P&P 


To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 56687 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 24th August and 24th November 2015. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or 

replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (56687), 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 

PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 

3BE 


Address 


Postcode 


Email 


Tel. (for aueries onlv) 


1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £ 

Or please debit mv card £ 

EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. 


My card number is: 


i i i i irrmi i i i i rrrn rm ai m/m a? m/m as rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 





































Please add £4.95 P&P to entire order 

Order by 3pm 20th Dec for Xmas Delivery total 

£4.95 


































































Perry’s insight 
into Auschwitz 



Perry Buck with his latest publication Auschwitz: The Com¬ 
plete Guide, during his visit to Foyles at Grand Central in Brum 

A FORMER Black Country council worker has released 
a new book on Auschwitz. Perry Buck’s Auschwitz: The 
Complete Guide gives an in-depth historical account of the 
notorious Nazi death camp. 

It also acts as a travel guide to the Auschwitz museum 
and its surroundings in modern-day Poland. Mr Buck, aged 
43, from Birmingham, is already an author of a top-selling 
travel guide to the Holy Land, published last year. Now his 
latest book is hitting the shelves in time for Christmas and 
he is due to give a number of talks at local schools in the 
run up to Holocaust Memorial Day in January. 

Mr Buck, who worked for Dudley Council as a commu¬ 
nications manager, said: “This is an important subject and 
one I have been writing about for more than two decades. 
As well as visiting the Auschwitz museum on a regular 
basis, I studied the Holocaust as the subject of my Masters 
degree.” Mr Buck signed copies of his new book at Foyles 
bookshop last week. Auschwitz: The Complete Guide is 
available in paperback in all good bookshops and online at 
www. perry buck, com 


Parking 
charges in 
town to be 
cut in half 


PARKING charges are poised to be halved in 
West Bromwich town centre - but an hourly 
tariff of 40p will be introduced on Oldbury’s 
main car park for the first time, under plans. 

Sandwell Council wants to standardise off-street 
parking charges across the borough at 40p an hour, 
meaning a drop of 40p an hour in West Bromwich, 


formerly 80 p. 

However, this will mean 
the car park behind the 
Council House in Old¬ 
bury will see a 40p charge 
brought in. Season tickets 
costing £6 a week will also 
be introduced for parking 
across the borough. The 
plans are set to be signed off 
by the authority’s cabinet 
next month before going out 
to consultation. 

Bosses say the changes 
are part of a ‘fair deal’ for 
drivers across Sandwell. 

Darren Cooper, leader 
of Sandwell Council, said: 
“It’s a simple fact that if we 
had no parking charges on 
car parks it would cost us 
£1 million a year to pay for 
our enforcement team. We 
make no money from charg¬ 
ing drivers to park. At the 
moment we are subsidising 
it a little bit. 

“The changes will allow 


By Peter Madeley 

us to balance the books. In 
no way am I anti-driver.” 

Long stay parking - over 
four hours - would be set at 
£4 a day borough-wide. 

The current rate for long 
stay parking in West Brom¬ 
wich town centre is £4 per 
day, while other long stay 
car parks are currently £2. 

Cabinet members are set 
to approve a consultation 
on the proposals. The new 
charges would come into 
effect as soon as possible in 
the new financial year. 

Shoppers have also been 
reminded they can park for 
free in Sandwell Council car 
parks on the two weekends 
before Christmas. 

All new charges will be 
frozen for two years under 
the plans. Public consulta¬ 
tion over the changes is set 
to go out next week. 


[Sandwell 


Christmas Trading 



2015 


Maricet Hall, 

Kings Square, West Bromwich - 
Open Monday to Saturday until Christmas 
(including Christmas Eve) and 
Sunday 20th December 
Re-opens 28th December 2015 

West Bromwich High St Market 

- Open Monday to Saturday 
(including Christmas Eve) 
and Sunday 20th December 
Re-opens 28th December 2015 




Oldbury 
Market, 

Adjacent Sainsbury’s 
Mondays,Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays 
Up to Christmas (including 
Christmas Eve) 

Closed 28th December. 
2015 


Great Bridge Maricet, 

Town Centre Car Park 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 

Wednesbury Maricet, 

Adjacent to Morrisons Tuesdays 
(Brie a Brae), 
Fridays/Saturdays (General Goods), 
extra day Christmas Eve 


on 25th,26thand 27thl December! 
and 1st January 2016. 

For details of opening times, 
contact the Markets Manager 


*Extra trading days subject to traders demand 


Traders and Staff would like to wish all customers 
a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year! 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


Dental implants 
bring an end to 
hidden misery 
of failing teeth 


ADVERTISEMENT 


North Street 
Dental and 
Implant Clinic 



North Street’s dental implant surgeon, 
Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) Dip 
Imp Dent (UCL) GDC 61576 



Amy - not her real name - has se¬ 
cretly suffered with her teeth for 
24 years, bravely smiling through 
her discomfort. Now free from oral 
problems, her smile holds another 
secret. . . thanks to one of dentist¬ 
ry’s most creative procedure. 

Amy doesn’t need to say anything about 
her dental implants - her smile tells it’s own 
obvious story. 

Upbeat and bubbly, the Black Country care 
professional, who lives and breathes her 
work with the learning disabled, dispenses 
liberal amounts of infectious laughter and 
disarming smiles. 

Youthfully middle-aged, she is confident, 
presents well and is clearly very proud of the 
achievements of her clients. 

A live-in support worker, her sunny outlook 
and cheery disposition have regularly been 
challenged over the years. 

Surprisingly, it’s not been the relentless 
pressure of her work, the major rebuild of her 
home, or the juggling of domestic duties with 
the demands of being a working mum. 

Amy’s own life-changer, she admits, have 
been her teeth. “It’s been my secret for years 
and years, but on-one would have ever 
known.” 

Problems began to emerge 24 years ago 
after the birth of her daughter. “I had one 
abscess after another. 

“The problem just kept on recurring and the 


mm * 

gaps between my teeth began to increase 
after extractions to try to ease the problem.” 
She adds: ”1 simply could not let any of this 
get in the way of my work. I have the best job 
in the world - certainly the most rewarding 
- and my current one-to-one client is an 
extension of my life.” 

A dental crisis with broken teeth brought 
the catalogue of hidden problems to a head 
and Amy booked an emergency appointment 
with Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC108353, who heads the clinics at the 
North Street Dental and Implant practice in 
Dudley. 

“I was totally reassured by Steven, felt 
comfortable and at ease as he explained to 
me the options and that implants could be 
the best solution,” Amy recalls. 

Issues regarding teeth and pregnancy are 


well documented and in some women it can 
trigger oral problems. 

Says Steven: “During pregnancy, increased 
hormones can affect your body’s response 
to plaque - the layer of germs on your teeth 
- but I need to assure people that getting 
pregnant does not automatically damage 
teeth. The demands of pregnancy, however, 
can in some instances create havoc, as it 
appears to have done with this patient. 

“Her problem has been resolved by using 
dental implants, one of the most creative 
options modern dentistry affords and the 
nearest possible substitute for natural teeth. 
Outcomes are generally very predictable.” 

The implant work has reshaped Amy’s 
smile and face, something her daughter 
noticed immediately and is clearly evident 
from pictures displayed in her home. 


For anxious patients, North 
Street Dental and Implant 
Clinic can offer intravenous 
sedation for those 
undergoing surgery. 


“I know it appears strange, but up until 
having the implants, my teeth have affected 
the way I lived, my food choices - no toffee 
or peanuts - and my self-confidence. I used 
to speak with my hand in front of my mouth 


where gaps had opened up between teeth 
at the side. 

“If you look at the pictures of me with my 
husband my smile is nowhere near as wide 
as it is today. My daughter says I now smile 
all of the time,” she says. 

“I never have to worry anymore about 
the problems I’ve endured and getting the 
implants was really not that bad. I was back 
at work the next morning and no-one knew. 
It was certainly money well spent.” 

The implants were placed by Dr Owain 
Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) DIP IMP DENT (UCL), 
the clinic’s implantologist. 

With more than 25 years’ experience as a 
dental implant surgeon, he initially worked as 
a house officer in oral surgery at the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital. His surgical mentor 


was the late Dennis Wedgewood MBBS BDS 
FDSRCS, consultant Oral and Maxillofacial 
surgeon. 

“Very early on in my career I was exposed 
to implant work and placed my first implant 
in the late ‘80s. Since then I’ve had a special 
interest in this field of dentistry,” says Owain. 

In furthering his surgical skills, Owain 
undertook postgraduate implantology 
training with the Eastman Dental Institute. 
A further implant qualification followed in 
advanced implantology for experienced 
practitioners. 

“It’s a privilege to be part of this clinical 
success story,” he adds. 

*The name of the patient has been changed 
to preserve confidentiality . . . and her 
longstanding secret. 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 


North St. Dental Clinic 

5 North Street, Dudley, 

West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


P 4J & 


Offroad 

Parking 


Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Level 

Access 




View our promotional video online: 


www.northstreetdentalclinic.com 




North Street 
Dental and 
Find us ™ Implant Clinic 

FACEBOOK An Independent Practice 


w 
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ur New and Existing 



• Sign up to the Service and 
l receive a FREE gift 

* Website: www.ashworthpharmacy.com 

* Email: apl211 @outlook.com 

: Telephone: 01215521132 

• 



Transferring to this hassle free service means 
prescriptions are sent directly from Doctors to 
Ashworth Pharmacy so no more collecting prescriptions 


# Mobility Aids, Wheelchairs, Strollers etc. 

# Passport and Indian Visa Pics 

# FREE Prescription Collection and Delivery Service 

# Lots of £1 bargains instore 







Saturday 5th Decemoer 2015 

Starts 5.30pm - Finishes 7.30pm 





Ashworth 

Pharmacy Ltd 

211A Queens Road, Smethwick B67 6NX 

0121 5521132 


FREE COMMUNITY EVENT 
£1 CHARGE TO SEE SANTA 

(receive one gift per child) 

Londonderry Road, 
Oldbury B68 9NB 



Wishing all our customers 

5 a Merry Christmas & 

H «Pty New Year 


GOOD FOOD NO GIMMICKS^ 


i 


'Our Reputation is 
your Custom' 

OPEN TIMES Monday - Saturday 


/Burgers / Pies/Pasties / Fish 
/Chips /SF Chicken / Wraps and Salad 
/ Selection of Sauces & Drinks 
/ Chicken Kebabs / Donor Kebabs 
/ Mixed Kebabs / Vegetarian Options 


11.45am - 2pm 4.30pm -10pm 
Friday 11.45am - 2pm 4.30pm -10.30pm 





348 Londonderry Road, OLDBURY West Midlands B68 9NB 0121 552 3145 






n GET ££££'$ FOR CLOTHES W\ 

CASH 4 CLOTHES 

B&G li q uor 

Pubs, Clubs, RestaurantW^"^^^^j|jy^ 

CASH PAID TO YOU FOR YOUR OLD CLOTHES 

07808 085 919 

1 DAY SPECIAL OFFERS 

We buy Clothing, Shoes, 

Handbags, Bedding 

275 Bristnall Hall Road Oldbury B68 9NF 

(Queens Head opposite garage) 

p * Terms and conditions apply dependent upon quality 

Saturday 12th December 2015 

Between 12-5 Buffet & Sadlers Ale Tasting 

334 LONDONDERRY ROAD 
OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 9NB 
0121-552 3270 

2 National Lottery available at this store 

MANY OFFERS IN STORE 

All major oredit cards accepted 




Wishing all Customers New and Old a 

Happy Christmas and 
Happy New Year 


Eyebrov 
Threading 
and Tinting 

£ 7.00 


December 


ONLY open 


from 


8.30am-8pm 


Lots of other services available please call for details 


Opening Times: Mon - Tues Closed; 

Wed - Fri 8.30am - 4.30pm; Thur - Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm 


350 Londonderry Road, Oldbury B68 9NB 
Shop -0121 544 0027 
Hair Mob - 0770 455 8386 
Beauty Mob - 0785 480 8165 



Wishing all our customers 
e © a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 

A from Roger ; Anne & the Girls at Dog Kennel Lane 
« and Bristnall Fields Post Offices 

277 Londonderry Road, 
Oldbury B68 9NE 
Tel:0121 552 1219 
257 Pound Road 
Oldbury B68 8NQ 
Tel:0121 552 3015 



PHONE DEPOT 

LLI 


Phone, laptop, tablet and 






PC repair and unlocking 

o 


| 



services while you wait 

T 


■ 



281 Londonderry Road 

□.Depot 

Oldbury 





B68 9NE 





0121 448 3031 




ii 


phonedepotlimited@gmail.com 
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Listings December 4-10 




Midlands 

Hocptlak' Chafr 


CAROLS 

THAT 

COUNT 

150 voices raising funds 
for children with cancer 


James Llewelyn Jones Musical Director 


Duran 

Duran 



Friday, 7pm 
Genting Arena, B’ham 

Eighties legends Duran Duran have 
had a resurgence in recent times and 
will be performing in their hometown 
where they formed in 1978. They will 
be joined by special guest, Seal. 

Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Gareth 

Malone 



Sunday, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
Join the nation’s favourite choirmaster 
Gareth Malone and his new choir 
Voices for an all new show at 
Symphony Hall this weekend. Get 
ready to sing your hearts out. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Noel 

Fielding 



Saturday, 7pm 

Civic Hall, W’ton 

Expect a magical mix of Noel’s unique 

brand of stand-up comedy, live 

animation, music and some of 

Fielding’s best known TV characters 

including Moon Man. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


Roy Wood’s 
Rockmas 



Sunday, 7pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
Join Roy Wood and a whole of host 
of special guests including Cockney 
sing-a-long legends Chas and Dave to 
get your Christmas off to the best start 
possible. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


with 

Jodie Smith Violin 
Dodderhill School Choirs 
Gemini Brass 


CLIC 

Sargent 


^c^dreo 

cancer 


Friday 11th December 2015 at 
2.15pm and 7.00pm 

Town Hall Birmingham 

Tickets £10, £16, £20 (some discounts available) 

Box Office 0121 345 0600 or on line at 
www.thsh.co.uk,. A £3 transaction fee, plus 
£1 (optional) postage, will be charged on all 
bookings except purchases made in person 
sth the Town Hall or Symphony Hall. 




POP & ROCK 

From The Jam 

Fri at 8.30pm, £20 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Duran Duran 

Fri at 7pm, £35 - £65 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Status Quo: Accept No 
Substitute Tour 2015 

Sat at 12am, £39.50 - £42.50 
Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Twilight Sad 

Wed at 7pm, £12 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Ash 

Wed at 7pm, £17 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

The Levellers 

Fri at 7pm, £25 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Maxi Jazz And The 
E-Type Boys 

Wed at 7pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Caro Emerald 

Mon, Tue at 7.30pm - 10pm, 
£22.50-£125 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Hazel O’Connor 

Sun at 6.30pm - 11 pm, £22 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Labour Of Love: UB40 Tribute 

Sat - Sun at 7.30pm - 2am, 

£8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

The Dead Daisies 

Sat at 7pm, £12.50 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Fred Skidmore Trio 

Thu at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Kill The Romantic 

Sat at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Major Toms 

Fri - Sat at 9pm - 2am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


Geoff Tate 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Supreme Queen :Queen Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Mike Sanchez & The Portions 

Wed at 9.15pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Roy Ayers & his band 

Sun at 8.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Rutles 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Bob Marley Tribute 

Sat at 8pm, 

Knights Quest, Rowley Regis 
B65 0EE. 

Call 0121 561 5599 

Grifter 

Fri - Sat at 8pm - 1am, 

The Boars Head, 

Kidderminster, DY10 1EW. 

Call 01562 861870 

Belphegor 

Wed at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tygers Of Pan Tang 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Fish: Farewell to Childhood - 
SOLD OUT 

Wed at 7.30pm, £25 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

The Bright Eyes 

Thu at 9pm, £5 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Bleeding Hearts 

Sat - Sun at 8pm - 1am, Free 
The Boars Head, 

Kidderminster, DY10 1EW. 

Call 01562 861870 

Scouting For Girls 

Sat at 7pm, £22.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Half Man Half Biscuit 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Pelo 

Friday at 10pm, £3-5 
The Grapes, Stafford, 

ST16 2HZ. 

Call 07989 174631 


The Stranglers tribute by 
Straighten Out 

Sat at 7.30pm, £6/£8 
Arena Aldridge, 

Walsall, WS9 8QR 
Call 0844 884 2920 

Roy Wood Rockmas 

Sun at 7pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Gig Caritas Xmas Show 

Thu at 8pm 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

SOUL & BLUES 

The Magic Of Motown 

Sun at 7.30pm, £24.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Urban Soul Family 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

The Soul Survivors 

Fri at 7.30pm, £10 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Miss Led 

Sun at 8pm, Free 
The Grapes, Stafford, 

ST16 2HZ. 

Call 07989 174631 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

The Albion Christmas Band 

Tue at 8pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 
Call 0121 446 3232 

Martyn Joseph 

Sun at 7.30pm -11 pm, £16 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Handel’s Messiah 

Fri at 7pm - 10pm, £11 - £37 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Ex Cathedra: Bach Christmas 
Oratorio 

Sun at 4pm - 6.30pm, 

£9.50 - £35 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 


Performance Platform: Liang 
Shan 

Tue at 1.05pm - 2pm, 

£3.50 - £6.50 

Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital Christmas Concert 

Wed at 7.45pm - 9.45pm, 
Birmingham Cathedral, 
Birmingham, B3 2QB. 

Call 0121 262 1840 

Christmas Celebration Concert 

Sat at 7pm - 10.30pm, 

The Bonded Warehouse, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4LU. 

Call 01384 395216 

Christmas Carol Concerts 

Mon at 7.30pm - 9pm, Tue at 
7.30pm - 9pm, 

Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 8EE. 

Call 01902 760100 

Orchestras, Ensembles And 
Chamber Music: ‘Twas The Bard 
Before Christmas 

Fri at 7pm, £4 - £6.50 
Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Gareth Malone 

Sun at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£25 - £99 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

BICS 2015/16: Helsinki 
Philharmonic Orchestra 

Thu at 7.30pm, £9.50 - £45 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

BPSO Proms Night 
Spectacular 

Sat at 7.30pm, £12-£22 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Sing Carols With The City 
Organist 

Mon at 1pm, £8.50 - £10 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 


THEATRE 

Birmingham Royal Ballet: The 
Nutcracker 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Sun at 1 pm, Tue at 2pm, 
7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 
2pm, 7.30pm, 7.30pm, 

£19-£56 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

The Nativity 2015 

Wed at 7.30pm - 9pm, Thu at 
7.30pm - 9pm, 

St Paul’s Church, Birmingham, 

B3 1QZ. 

Call 0121 236 7858 


The Lion The Witch And The 
Wardrobe 

Fri at 10.15am, Mon at 10.15am, 
2.30pm, Wed at 10.15am, 
2.30pm, £7.50 - £35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Guys And Dolls 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £15-£47.50 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Jack And The Beanstalk 

Mon - Thu at 10.30am, 1.30pm, 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

White Christmas: South Staffs 
Musical Theatre Company 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £10-£19.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

Dynamo 

Wed at 8pm, Thu at 8pm, 

£33.20 - £99.70 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


COMEDY 

Ed Byrne: Outside Looking In 

Wed at 8pm, £19-£21 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Thu at 8pm, £19 - £21 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Justin Moorhouse: Destiny 
Calling 

Thu at 8pm, £15 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Andy Parsons 

Thu at 8pm, £15-£16.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Comedy In The Met 

Sat at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Fitz Of Laughter 

Fri at 8pm 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

An Evening With Noel Fielding 

Sat at 8pm, £25 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

OTHER EVENTS 

The Christmas Story For Young 
Children And Their Carers (Ages 
0-5) 

Fri at 10.30am, 

Birmingham Cathedral, B3 2QB. 
Call 0121 262 1840 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Dream of a Grand 
White Christmas 



Rebecca Haydon and Lexie Bennett star in White Christmas at the Grand Theatre 


WITH weather forecasts 
threatening the white stuff 
and yuletide fast approach¬ 
ing, festive favourite, White 
Christmas, staged by South 
Staffs Musical Theatre Com¬ 
pany, has arrived at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre. 

The musical opened this week and 
continues through to Saturday with 
nightly performances at 7.30pm, plus 
a 2.30pm matinee on Saturday. 

Irving Berlin’s classic Christmas 
offering, which became a 1954 movie 
starring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, 
Rosemary Clooney and Vera Allen, is 
a relatively new stage adaptation for 
amateur performance. 

The score includes a host of well- 
known songs including Count Your 
Blessings, Let Yourself Go, Happy 
Holidays, Blue Skies, I Love A Piano 
and, of course, the title song. 

Simon McGee from Lower Gornal is 
playing Bing Crosby’s character, Bob 
Wallace. “It was a fantastic feeling 
when I found out I had got the part 
of Bob Wallace in White Christmas,” 
says Simon. “ I mean, to play the male 
lead in this wonderful show at Christ¬ 
mas is the icing on the cake in a very 
special year for me. 

“It has been an amazing experi¬ 
ence, but very challenging, especially 
the dancing. I think I have lost a 
stone in weight during the gruelling 
regime that our choreographer, Maria 
Shee has put us through. 

“I love playing opposite Lexie Ben¬ 
nett who plays Betty Hayes, Rebecca 
Haydon who plays her sister, Judy, 
and my cheeky chappy partner in 


crime, Luke Renwick who plays my 
sidekick, Phil Davis. We have had 
such a good giggle during rehearsals.” 

Lexie Bennett plays Bob’s reluctant 
love interest, Betty Hayes, with Re¬ 
becca Haydon as her sister Judy. The 
girls have had great fun with their 
roles and in particular have enjoyed 


singing the classic duet Sisters com¬ 
plete with huge feather fans. 

With tap dancing, superb score, 
heart-warming storyline, snow falling 
on stage and on the audience, and a 
huge Christmas tree, who could ask 
for more? Call 01902 429212 or visit 
www.grandtheatre.co.uk 



Family life 
inspires Ed 

MOCK the Week star Ed Byrne is an established touring fa¬ 
vourite, and despite his youthful looks the Irishman recently 
marked up 20 years as a comic. 

His latest show of observational comedy, Outside, Looking 
In, is at the Wulfrun Hall in Wolverhampton next Thursday 
(December 10) before the tour returns to the West Midlands 
at Birmingham Town Hall on February 19. 

The new show covers a wide range of subjects - from a 
gastric illness to UKIP - but he talks a lot about his family. 
It’s his most personal yet. 

“I didn’t make a conscious effort to write a more personal 
show, but that was what was coming out when I started writ¬ 
ing it,” Ed says. 

“People come to see me for a laugh and I would like to 
think they go away thinking the show is quite heartwarm¬ 
ing. A lot of comics may talk about the same stuff, but what 
makes it mine is that what I’m saying is what I genuinely 
think on this subject, and I try to make it as funny as I can. I 
think we all mine our lives to some degree or other.” 

Ed is adamant that he will keep his two young sons out of 
the celebrity spotlight, but in Outside, Looking In, he shows a 
picture of one of his sons — the denouement of a bittersweet 
story about buying new shoes - which not only illustrates it 
perfectly, but produces an “Aaaah” moment. 

“I’m aware that they haven’t given me permission to talk 
about them and that there will come a point when I can’t,” 
Ed says. “I talk about them in pretty abstract terms, because 
what I’m discussing is the act of parenting, and you can’t talk 
about that without mentioning your own children.” 


Music and laughter 
will rock the Robin 

JAZZ and funk fans will be head¬ 
ing for Bilston’s Robin 2 venue 
on Sunday for a rare Midlands 
appearance by American vibes 
player Roy Ayers and his Band. 
On stage at 8.30, Ayers has had 
R&B hits and been an inspira¬ 
tion to both acid jazz and hip- 
hop scenes. 

Other tasty gigs at the Mount 
Pleasant venue include The 
Jam’s bassist Bruce Foxton in 
the From The Jam Sound Affects 
Show tomorrow (Fri). Metal 
legends Tygers of Pan Tang on 
Monday, and the comedy genius 
of Neil Innes with his Beatles 
parody The Rutles on Tuesday. 
Wednesday sees the return of 
Worcestershire rock ‘n’ roller 
Mike Sanchez & The Portions. 


Dynamo bringing 
his first live tour 

TV magician Dynamo is bring¬ 
ing his Seeing Is Believing 
show to Birmingham Barclay- 
card Arena for five consecutive 
nights from Wednesday. He has 
added an extra performance at 
2.30pm on December 12. 

The hip street magician from 
Bradford, real name Steven 
Frayne, has amazed viewers 
with stunts that have included 
walking on water on the 
Thames and levitating above 
London skyscraper The Shard. 

Dynamo says: “I am hoping 
that like I did for magic on TV, 
I can reinvent the live magic 
show and produce something 
fans have never seen before. ” 

Tickets start from £37.25. 


Guy decides to 
get busier at 40 

TAKING a break from his day 
job as the frontman of Rams- 
bottom’s finest alternative rock 
quartet Elbow, Guy Garvey will 
be at the 02 Academy Birming¬ 
ham tonight (Thu), touring in 
support of his debut solo effort, 
the critically-acclaimed Court¬ 
ing The Squall. 

Why a solo album? He says: 
“I’m pretty sure it was the 40 
thing. Around 40,1 thought, I’m 
officially a middle-aged man. 
I should do more work. There 
should be more output than 10 
songs every two years. I flung 
myself at it. There’s a vastness 
to Elbow records, in places, al¬ 
most a regal thing. This record 
is more rough and ready.” 





dec 


PACK 


Great Bar,..Great Food 
r & Great Entertainment 


►.^THURSDAY NIGHT KARAOKE SHOW m 

FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER / 

LUCAS ADAMS AS BON JOVI AND DISCO 

SATURDAY 5TH DECEMBER WYJ 

J BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE 

» SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER “ 

SUNDAY NIGHT IS KARAOKE NIGHT!!! 

MONDAY 7TH DECEMBER 

FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE 

TUESDAY 8TH DECEMBER | 

PREDATORS TUESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE - 

f WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER ^ 

of ADRIAN MICHAELS (f) 

iff THURSDAY 10TH DECEMBER 

-^THURSDAY IS STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

FRIDAY 1 1TH DECEMBER 

DAVE GOLDING * 


We a so serve 


DAP 




CHRISTMAS PARTIES AT PERRY BARR GREYHOUND STADIUM 


ITYROI 


* * TRACKSIDE i 


£25l00 


per person 




£13.00 

RESTAURANT per person 

from 

£25.00 


mm CALL 0870 840 74T1 

J^IIQaW click: lovethedogschristmas.co.utf7f 

ALL PRE-BOOKED PACKAGES INCLUDE £7 ADMISSION AND RACE CARD. 
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DAY CARVERY 

^ £3.89 Monday - Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 

FUNCTION ROOM FOR... 

WEDDING RECEPTIONS, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 
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eating out 


Discerning and well-Red 



With a bounty of exotic dishes 
to choose from, MARK SHIPP 
found India Red restaurant was 
the hottest ticket in town 

“WE know there’s competition, but 
if everyone knows their palate and 
knows their own food, they will tell 
the difference.” 

So says Zub Ahmed, proprietor of the 
India Red Restaurant in Hednesford. 
Having been there for 12 years, Zub and 
his restaurant have become established 
fixures. 

But, with a cluster of Indian restaurants 
within such a short distance, he knows he has 
to stay ahead of the game to keep his regular 
customers happy. 

With that in mind, the menu is changed on 
a regular basis to offer new dishes, while the 
chef is known for either creating new lines or 
putting his own stamp on traditional ones. 

And, it’s fair to say that the 110-seat restau¬ 
rant is doing very nicely for itself, thank you. 

Ushered 

It was a busy night in the Market Street 
premises when my partner and I ventured out. 
We had to wait a while for our meals, but that 
was no problem. The best things come those 
who wait, they say, and I always believe that 
quick service does not always represent the 
best quality. On this occasion, the food really 
was worth the wait. And there was enough left 
over for a mini-feast the following day. 

Seating downstairs at India Red is provided 
for couples or small parties, while upstairs 
tends to cater for the larger groups. As it is 
open plan, however, my better half did com¬ 
ment on how noisy it might be. 

Decor-wise India Red is tastefully done, with 
background music that one tends not to notice 
as it does little to drown out the general hub¬ 
bub from the diners. 


Minor quibbles aside, the food is the main 
attraction. The poppadoms were moreish, but 
served only to whet the appetite for what was 
to come. We were asked to try out a range of 
starters, and other menu items we had not or¬ 
dered found their way to our table. Generous, 
and obviously done to impress. 

But while appreciated, it was also unneces¬ 
sary as we felt suitably plenished. And we’d 
already been impressed by the fare. 

Zub explained that his Bangladeshi chef 


had served eight years at India Red, but was 
always looking to improve on standards. He 
even took the time, despite the hectic evening, 
to explain some of the methods and ingredi¬ 
ents behind some of the dishes. 

Take the malai kufta, for example, meat¬ 
balls in a sweet and spicy cheese sauce. It 
contains yoghurt and honey to give it that 
sweetness, and perfectly offset the Amritsar 
chicken, with its hidden kick due to garam 
masala and panch puran mix. 


That was just a taster. The menu comprises 
traditional dishes and India Red specials, but 
the beauty is that each dish is colour-co-or¬ 
dinated according to the heat factor, from a 
sweet and creamy grey to a red vindaloo hot. 

My other half didn’t need to worry about 
her tried and trusted makhani chicken, while 
I stepped into the unknown for the salmon 
surprise, the twist being that it actually 
wasn’t a curry - and it came with chicken, in 
tiny pieces, added to a bed of mashed potatoes. 


Not what I was expecting. Good, though, but 
without a curry it was dry, so the beef haleem 
- a newcomer to the menu - was a welcome 
accompaniment. And what a curry that was. 
It was mild, but had a tangy taste, emanating 
from its mix of spices, sugar and vinegar. Wor¬ 
thy of a visit for that alone. 

India Red is open Sunday to Thursday from 
5.30 to 11.30pm and until lam on Friday and 
Saturday. It is currently taking bookings for 
Christmas. Call 01543 424769 or 426611. 


CHRISTMAS 
DAY LUNCH 

ADULTS £30 

CHILDREN (5-10YEARS £15) 
CHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE 

NO RUSH AND NO WAITING 



^at benjamins 


NEW 

YEARS EVE 

FAMILY DISCO PARTY 
INCLUDING BUFFET 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


Birmingham Street, Halesowen, B63 3HN 0121 602 02 02 


L.G.H. ROOFING SERVICES 

• Flat felt roofing • Tile, slate repairs — 

• Pointing, guttering, uPVC fascia H 
Free estimates - Written guarantee ^ 

SPECIAL RATES FOR O.A.P’S 


Tel: 0121-556 4833 or 07944 326002 


' MODEL N 
BUILDERS 

(BIRMINGHAM) LTD 

Builder and Timber Merchants 

• Timber • Cement 

• Bricks/ Blocks 

• Tiles • Sand • PVC 

All Building materials 
supplied 

1 New Street, Smethwick^ 

West Midlands, B66j2&jf 

Tel: 0121 5584161 
Fax: 0121 565 20^6 
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SATURDAY’S TV DECEMBER 5 23 


CHOICE 



Stephen Mulhern 


Catchphrase Celebrity 
Couples Special 
(ITV, 5.45pm) 

The latest series of Stephen 
Mulhern’s revived version of the 
classic game show comes to a 
conclusion with a Catchphrase 
first. Although Mulhern has 
presided over six star-studded 
one-offs during his two-year 
tenure, this will be the first 
celebrity couples special. He 
invites This Morning presenters 
Eamonn Holmes and Ruth 
Langsford, comedian/actors Vic 
Reeves and Bob Mortimer, and 
former Westlife singer Brian 
McFadden and his now ex-wife, 
Irish model Vogue Williams, to 
‘say what they see’. The famous 
duos attempt to correctly 
identify popular phrases based 
on illustrative cartoons, in the 
hope of score enough points to 
win a cash prize for their charity 
of choice. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 1.00 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. Coverage of the first 
semi-final from York. 4.30 Final Score. 
5.20 Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.50 
BBC News. 

6.00 Regional Programme. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Peter 
Ratcliffe, Jeff Salmon, Jacqueline 
Gold, Richard Farleigh, Tim 
Campbell, Saira Khan, Michelle 
Mone and Declan Curry take part 
in a business-themed edition of 
the quiz. 

7.00 Strictly Come Dancing. The six 

remaining couples take part in 
routines celebrating popular 
musical numbers from the stage 
and screen, with the two least 
successful pairs facing a dance-off 
tomorrow. 

8.00 Doctor Who. The Doctor faces a 
bittersweet homecoming as, 
betrayed and trapped, with both 
his hearts broken, he 
demonstrates just how far he 
would be willing to go if someone 
took everything he cared about 
from him. With his quest to reach 
Gallifrey seemingly over, the Time 
Lord engages his own people in a 
struggle that will take him to the 
very end of time itself, but who is 
the mysterious “Hybrid” 
mentioned in the Gallifreyan 
prophecy? And just what was it 
the Doctor left behind as his 
“confession”? Peter Capaldi stars 
in the series finale, but will return 
later this year alongside Alex 
Kingston’s River Song for the 
traditional Christmas special. Last 
in the series. 

9.05 Casualty. The onset of winter and 
harsh conditions give some people 
a chance to come together, but 
also threaten to tear others apart. 
Medical drama, starring Amanda 
Mealing. 

9.55 The National Lottery Live. Ore 

Oduba presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.55The Apprentice. (R) 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 7.00 
Film: The Amazing Mr Blunden. (1972) 
Children’s fantasy, starring Laurence 
Naismith. 8.35 Film: Beverly Hills 
Chihuahua. (2008) Comedy, with the 
voice of Drew Barrymore. 10.00 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 10.30 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 11.00 The 
Wonder of Animals. 11.30 Animal Park. 
(R) 12.00 My Life on a Plate. (R) 12.45 
Len and Ainsley’s Big Food Adventure. 

(R) 1.30 Len and Ainsley’s Big Food 
Adventure. (R) 2.15 Film: Saboteur. 
(1942) Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller, 
starring Robert Cummings. 4.00 Flog It! 
Trade Secrets. 4.30 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. Further coverage of the 
first semi-final from York. 5.30 The Great 
Pottery Throw Down. (R) 

6.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring orders 
Wilson to bring the platoon back 
from a grudge match against the 
ARP wardens’ darts team and get 
the men back on parade. The 
captain then takes a call warning of 
a suspected terrorist in 
Walmington-on-Seaand decides 
to deal with the situation himself. 
Comedy first broadcast in 1970, 
starring Arthur Lowe and John Le 
Mesurier. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

Hazel Irvine introduces coverage 
of the second semi-final from the 
Barbican Centre in York, as the 
tournament widely regarded as the 
second-most prestigious on the 
calendar continues. Last year’s 
semi-finals saw Ronnie O’Sullivan, 
Stuart Bingham, Judd Trump and 
Stephen Maguire battling it out for 
a place in the showpiece match. 
O’Sullivan narrowly defeated 
Bingham and Trump overcame 
Maguire to set up a mouthwatering 
clash between two of the sport’s 
most charismatic characters. With 
commentary by Steve Davis, Ken 
Doherty and Stephen Hendry. 
10.00 Ql XL. Extended edition. Noel 
Fielding, Ross Noble and Colin 
Lane join regular panellist Alan 
Davies as host Stephen Fry asks a 
range of unusual questions on the 
topic of kit and kaboodle. 

10.45 Film: Glory. (1989) Oscar-winning 
fact-based historical drama about 
the first all-black regiment to fight 
in the American Civil War. Starring 
Denzel Washington, Matthew 
Broderick and Morgan Freeman. 

12.40 Film: Come As You Are. (2011) 
Comedy drama, starring Tom Audenaert. 
2.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Adventure Time. 8.00 Marvel Avengers 
Assemble. 8.30 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
9.00 Jessie. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.25 
Countrywise. (R) 10.55 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 12.00 ITV News; Weather. 
12.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.10 
Judge Rinder. (R) 2.15 Doc Martin. (R) 
3.20 Film: E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial. 
(1982) Sci-fi fantasy, with Henry 
Thomas. 5.30 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 Catchphrase Celebrity 
Couples Special. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh invites Kaye 
Adams, Mark Bright, Jayne Torvill 
and Richard Arnold to take on 
ruthless quiz genius the Chaser in 
an attempt to win thousands of 
pounds for charity. 

8.00 The X Factor. The would-be stars 
face the sixth and penultimate 
round of nerve-racking live 
performances. As ever, Simon 
Cowell, Nick Grimshaw, Rita Ora 
and Cheryl Fernandez-Versini are 
on hand to judge the contestant’s 
abilities with the mic, and 
presenters Caroline Flack and Oily 
Murs offer the singers much- 
needed moral support on-stage. 
Following today’s show, the least 
successful contestants face 
another tense sing-off tomorrow, 
after which one unlucky act will be 
eliminated, leaving the finalists to 
progress through to the contest’s 
last round next weekend. 

9.30 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
celebrity challenge and reveal 
which celebrity has fallen at the 
last hurdle, before they crown the 
King or Queen of the Jungle on 
tomorrow night’s show. 

10.35 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
American actor Burt Reynolds, 
and Star Trek and Mission: 
Impossible star Simon Pegg join 
Jonathan in the studio. Includes 
music by guests Coldplay. 

11. 40 ITV News; Weather. 

11. 55The Chase. Quiz show, hosted by 
Bradley Walsh. (R) 

12.45 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.25 The Grid. 7.55 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 Frasier. (R) 

10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. 11.30 The Big Bang Theory. 

11.55 The Big Bang Theory. 12.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 25 Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage 
from Sandown Park and Aintree. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. 

(R) 5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. Stephen 
Drew hosts the final dinner party 
in east Kent, and plans to spend a 
lot of time entertaining his guests 
during the Ab-Fab-themed 
evening, before the winner is 
announced. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Great Polar Bear Feast. 
Documentary charting the 
extraordinary gathering of polar 
bears that occurs every year in 
early September off the Arctic 
coast of Alaska. Up to 80 bears 
congregate on the frozen shores of 
Barter Island near the Inupiat 
village of Kaktovik, where they 
feast on the remains of hunter- 
harvested bowhead whales. Polar 
bears are typically intensely 
solitary creatures, so this 
behaviour is highly atypical. 

8.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
Featuring icy waves in the Arctic, 
earthquakes in England, floods, 
exploding rocks and lights in the 
sky that coincide with seismic 
activity. 

9.00 Film: Non-Stop. (2014) Premiere. 
An air marshal on a transatlantic 
flight receives mysterious 
messages in which an anonymous 
terrorist threatens to kill one 
passenger every 20 minutes 
unless a ransom is paid. He 
searches the plane for the 
criminals responsible, but his 
investigation is threatened when 
he is framed as being the 
mastermind behind the plot. 

Action thriller, starring Liam 
Neeson, Julianne Moore and 
Lupita Nyong’o. 

II. 10TFI Friday. (R) 

12.10 Film: The Descendants. (2011) 

2.10 Fargo. (R) 3.15 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.20 
River Cottage Bites. (R) 5.35 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 5.40 1001 Things You 
Should Know. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 

11.30 Film: A Christmas Promise. 

(2015) Romantic drama, starring Patrick 
Muldoon. 1.15 Film: Hats Off to 
Christmas! (2013) Romantic drama, with 
Haylie Duff and Antonio Cupo. 3.00 Film: 
A Snow Globe Christmas. (2013) 
Premiere. Festive fantasy, starring Alicia 
Witt. 4.50 Film: The Christmas Spirit. 
(2013) Premiere. Fantasy, starring 
Nicollette Sheridan. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
Comedy clip show featuring 
pranks gone wrong, unwise acts 
and failed attempts of misplaced 
ambition. 

7.05 Ultimate Police Interceptors. 

Highlights of the documentary 
following the work of a specialist 
pursuit team using an array of 
high-performance cars equipped 
with technology for catching law¬ 
breakers. (R) 

8.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

Bedfordshire, agents Paul and 
Steve try to evict a community of 
travellers who have set up home in 
a private car park, however they 
receive a hostile response and 
must react to prevent the situation 
from spiralling out of control. 
Elsewhere, Stewart and Elmore 
chase a debt of over £3,000 in 
Merseyside, and in East London, 
Paul and Steve attempt to evict a 
Romanian family who stopped 
paying rent seven months ago. 
Plus, Stuart and Vic try to recover 
£5,000 owed by a forklift truck 
company after an agreement went 
sour. (R) 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s top matches, as well as 
all the goals from the 
Championship, League One and 
League Two, including Leeds 
United v Hull City at Elland Road. 

10.30 Live International Boxing. Lenny 
Daws v Ruben Nieto. Mark 
Pougatch presents coverage of the 
bout for the European Super 
Lightweight title, which takes place 
at Westcroft Leisure Centre in 
Carshalton, Surrey. 

12.00 Film: Reservoir Dogs. (1992) 
Thriller, starring Harvey Keitel. 1.45 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Dino Autopsy: T-Rex. 
Investigating the anatomy of the 
dinosaur. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. (R) 5.45 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 World’s Craziest Fools 7.30 Don’t 
Tell the Bride 8.30 Top Gear 9.30 Live at 
the Apollo 11.00 Family Guy 1.15 Renta 
Cop 1.45 Josh 2.15 Live at the Apollo 
3.00 World’s Craziest Fools 3.30 Josh 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Empire of the Seas: How the Navy 
Forged the Modern World 8.00 Britain’s 
Outlaws: Highwaymen, Pirates and 
Rogues 9.00 The Bridge 11.00 Catching 
History’s Criminals: The Forensics Story 
12.00 I’m Not In Love: The Story of lOcc 

I. 00 Top of the Pops: 1 980 1.40 The Old 
Grey Whistle Test: 70s Gold 

ITV2 

II. 15 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 
12.15 The Xtra Factor 1.20 The Hot Desk: 
Fleur East 1.30 Scorpion 2.25 Film: The 
Polar Express (2004) 4.20 You’ve Been 
Framed At Christmas! 4.45 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 5.50 Film: 
Lost in Space (1998) 8.20 Film: Back to 
the Future Part II (1989) 10.35 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 11.35 
The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 12.35 
Viral Tap 1.20 Crazy Beaches 1.45 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.10 
Animal Practice 2.30 Meghan Trainor: 

The Hot Desk 2.40 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

12.55 Film: Carry On Screaming (1966) 

2.55 A Touch of Frost 5.00 Film: 
Columbo: Now You See Him (1976) 6.55 
Doc Martin 8.00 Midsomer Murders 
10.00 Foyle’s War 12.05 A Touch of Frost 
2.00 On the Buses 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

I. 40 Storage Wars: New York 2.45 Film: 
The Secret War of Harry Frigg (1967) 

5.00 The Car Chasers 6.00 Fifth Gear 
7.00 Storage Wars: Texas 8.00 River 
Monsters 9.00 Film: Texas Killing Fields 
(2011) 11.10 Film: We Were Soldiers 
(2002) 1.55 The Big Fish Off 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Couples Come Dine with Me 2.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 The Goldbergs 
3.30 Film: Astro Boy (2009)5.15 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: The Simpsons Movie 
(2007) 9.50 Gogglebox 12.00 The 
Inbetweeners 1.00 The IT Crowd 2.00 
First Dates 3.00 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

II. 00 The Three Stooges (2012) 1.00 
Rat Race (2001) 3.10 The Cat Returns 
(2002) 4.45 The Rocketeer (1991) 6.55 
One Day (2011) 9.00 Immortals (2011) 
11.10 Stoker (2013) 1.10 The Girl Who 
Kicked the Hornets’ Nest (2010) 



CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

at Blackheath Market 


I. A CKHEA TH 


ESn C0©g£B2g) 
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7 Radiators and Combi Boiler from £2400 
Combi Boiler change from £950 

| Also Warranty on Vailliant 7 years and Worcester 6 years 


Monday 21st Dec 
Tuesday 22nd Dec 
Wednesday 23rd Dec 
Thursday 24th Dec 
Christmas Day 
Saturday 26th Dec 
Monday 28th Dec 
Friday 1st Jan 


9.00am - 5.00pm 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
9.00am - 3.30pm 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 


Normal opening times resume on Saturday 2nd January 

All enquiries to Oliver Watchorn 07850 742961 
www.blackheath-market. co .uk 


Looking 
for a 
good 
home 

* 



PECKINGHAM STREET 
HALESOWEN B63 3AR 
Phone: 0121 550 1237 
steiff@ dancer sltd. co. uk 


Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd 

■4 11 Lower High Street 

Cradley Heath. B64 5AB 
Wl 01384 569569 

Independent Family Funeral DirecMl 

We are an independent family run group of 
Funeral Directors under the personal attention of 
Trevor & Ross Hickton and Melanie Unwin Dip. PD 


* 24 Hour Service 

* All Areas 
Covered 

* Pre Paid 
Funerals 

* Home 
Arrangements 



* Private Chapels of Rest 

* Modern and Classic 
Vehicles 

* Simple Funeral 
Options 

* Monthly Payment 
Schemes 


T. Hadley & Co 
17a High Street 
Blackheath! 
"Rowley Regis. 

B65 ODR 
0121 559 1010 


R. Hadley 
36-38 

Windmill Hill 
Halesowen. 
B63 2BZ 
01384 636606 


✓ Cars & Lights 

✓ MOT’S 

Commercials 

arranged 

✓ Brakes 

✓ Diagnostics 

- ✓ All Makes 

✓ Brakes 

& Models 

✓ Exhausts 

✓ Servicing 

✓ Timing Belts 


✓ Clutches 

ICING Call in \ 

✓ Valeting 



Free Quotation 

0796*1 140885 ^ 

SMF EUROPARTS LTD. 

SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 

_ Zp+rOt?) 

IE 31384 585300 mmammmm 
0GB4 567752 wimiwaws 

1W W1B UMUUESMM MSI HUM&ES3 2U 


AUTOPARTS & SERVICING 

Breakers of all German models, MOTs 
repairs, tyres and recovery 

All work undertaken 

TEL: 01384 566255 

UNIT 3A, SILVER THORNE LANE, CRADLEY HEATH, 
WEST MIDLANDS B64 5AP 
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SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 6 


CHOICE 



Declan Donnelly 


I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 

(ITV, 9pm) 

Ant and Dec present the final of 
the 15th series, as the last 
famous faces left in the camp 
face the last challenges in the 
Australian jungle. Viewers’ votes 
will decide who has been this 
year’s favourite contestant, and 
when the results are in, this 
year’s king or queen of the 
jungle will be crowned, before 
the last handful of contestants 
return home. The presenters 
will be catching up with the 
contestants later in the week for 
a special follow-up show as they 
return to normal life after the 
hardships of the Bush. Last in 
the series. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Fern Britton Meets Linford Christie. 

11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Escape to the Country. 

I. 45 FA Cup Final Score. 4.15 Songs of 

Praise. 4.50 The Hunt. (R) 5.50 BBC 

News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and Joe 
Crowley take a tour of some of 
Scotland’s most remote scenic 
areas, visiting Britain’s highest 
road, which runs 2,000 feet above 
sea level, meeting a couple who 
have made a new life as crofters, 
and discovering a fish that could 
solve all the salmon industry’s 
problems. Plus, Tom Heap reports 
on the rising number of traffic 
accidents on rural roads and Adam 
Henson examines how straw may 
be the key to the UK’s future 
energy production. Including 
Weather For The Week Ahead. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal the results of 
last night’s musicals themed 
episode and another couple is 
eliminated. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from the 
Queen’s private residence at 
Balmoral, where items brought in 
to be valued include a ceramic pot 
made by Pablo Picasso. 

9.00 The Hunt. How predators hunt in 
coastal waters, where everything 
is in constant motion and 
opportunities have to be taken 
quickly. Featuring dolphins, 
octopuses and fishing wolves. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action between 
Newcastle United and Liverpool at 
St James’ Park, as the Magpies 
looked for a win to move them up 
the table. 

II. 20 Citizen Khan. Amjad’s mother 

threatens to solve her son and 
Shazia’s housing problems by 
taking them with her to live in 
Bradford, while Mr Khan becomes 
convinced his grandson is 
psychic. (R) 

11.50The Graham Norton Show. (R) 

12.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.00 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 8.00 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 An Island Parish: 
Falklands. (R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.00 Len and Ainsley’s Big 
Food Adventure. (R) 11.45 Terry and 
Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 12.15 
MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. Coverage of the opening 
session of the final from York. 

6.00 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Action from the 
weekend’s second-round matches, 
as the remaining sides from 
League One, League Two and non¬ 
league football looked to make it to 
round three and potentially 
lucrative games against Premier 
League or Championship 
opposition. Standout ties in this 
round included Hartlepool United’s 
trip to Salford City - part-owned 
by former Manchester United stars 
Gary and Phil Neville, Paul 
Scholes, Ryan Giggs and Nicky 
Butt. Elsewhere, 2008 winners 
Portsmouth met Accrington 
Stanley, and Rochdale played Bury 
in an all-League-One affair. 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
Hazel Irvine presents coverage of 
the concluding session of the final 
from the Barbican Centre in York, 
as the tournament widely regarded 
as the second-most prestigious on 
the calendar comes to an end. 
Ronnie O’Sullivan won the title last 
year but is not taking part this time 
around, having been advised by 
doctors not to compete on the 
professional tour until the 
debilitating insomnia he has been 
suffering from improves. With a 
commentary team including 
Dennis Taylor, Stephen Hendry 
and Steve Davis. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 

11.00 Film: Brooklyn’s Finest. (2009) 
Three Brooklyn police officers face 
contrasting personal dilemmas as 
their careers converge at a single 
moment. Crime thriller, starring 
Richard Gere. 

1.05 Sign Zone: Countryfile. Artist Matt 
Sewell shows Ellie Harrison how he 
captures the character of birds, and John 
Craven visits a seed bank in Shropshire 
that is trying to preserve endangered 
trees. (R) 2.00 Holby City. Arthur and 
Morven struggle to rekindle their 
friendship after clashing over patient 
care, while Dorn is distracted by a patient 
that he has fallen for. (R) 3.00 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Matt Hatter Chronicles. 8.00 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. 8.30 Fish Hooks. 

8.45 Fish Hooks. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.30 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.35 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.45 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.50 The Chase. (R) 2.55 The 
X Factor. (R) 4.30 Film: The Mummy: 
Tomb of the Dragon Emperor. (2008) 
Fantasy adventure sequel, starring 
Brendan Fraser. 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Jekyll and Hyde. Part one of two. 
Robert struggles to control his 
transformations, and joins forces 
with a vigilante to investigate a 
series of strange killings in 
exchange for Ravi’s freedom. 

8.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs present the results of 
the weekend’s viewers’ vote, 
deciding which acts will be 
eliminated and who will be 
performing in next week’s final. 
9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
final of the 15th series, as the last 
famous faces left in the camp face 
the last challenges in the 
Australian jungle. Viewers’ votes 
will decide who has been this 
year’s favourite contestant, and 
when the results are in, this year’s 
king or queen of the jungle will be 
crowned, before the last handful of 
contestants return home. The 
presenters will be catching up with 
the contestants later in the week 
for a special follow-up show as 
they return to normal life after the 
hardships of the Bush. Last in the 
series 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the latest round of fixtures in 
England’s top flight, including 
Worcester Warriors v Leicester 
Tigers, Harlequins v London Irish 
and Wasps v Exeter Chiefs. 

11.50 Off Their Rockers. The hidden- 
camera show continues. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 
Challenge Mallorca. 7.05 World 
Superbike Review of the Year. 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.45 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.10 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 1.40 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.10 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.35 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.05 The Simpsons. (R) 
3.35 Film: Journey to the Center of the 
Earth. (2008) Fantasy adventure, starring 
Brendan Fraser. 5.25 Film: The Jungle 
Book. (1967) Premiere. A boy raised by 
animals finds his life threatened when a 
tiger returns to his jungle home. Disney 
animated adventure, with the voices of 
Phil Harris and George Sanders. 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 World’s Weirdest Homes. Charlie 
Luxton presents a guide to 20 of 
the most unusual residences ever 
built, before revealing what he 
considers the weirdest house on 
Earth. Residences featured include 
a skip that provides living space 
for an artist, a rotating house, a 
plane in the middle of a forest, a 
converted nuclear missile silo, a 
perfect replica of the family home 
from The Munsters, a 
summerhouse by a frequently 
flooding river and an apartment 
block that looks like a giant snake. 
9.00 Homeland. The CIA agents put 
their plans into action, but the 
German foreign intelligence 
agency BND also has an operation 
of their own that is about to be 
completed. Thriller following a 
team of CIA agents, starring Claire 
Danes. 

10.05 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 Film: The Five-Year Engagement. 
(2012) A couple decide to get 
married, but unexpected changes 
in their lives keep them from 
making it to the altar. Romantic 
comedy, starring Jason Segel, 
Emily Blunt and Rhys Ifans. 

1.15 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. This 
Morning hosts Phillip Schofield and 
Holly Willoughby join the comedian for 
his entertainment chat show, packed 
with sketches, topical discussion and 
audience participation. (R) 2.10 
Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. (R) 

3.00 Four in a Bed. (R) 5.05 Location, 
Location, Location. House-hunting in 
Liverpool. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.30 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.40 
Zack and Quack. (R) 6.50 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.20 
Little Princess. (R) 7.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
7.50 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

(R) 8.15 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.30 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.45 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 8.55 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.10 LazyTown. (R) 9.40 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.15 
Football League Tonight. (R) 11.40 The 
Gadget Show. (R) 12.45 Film: Christmas 
Mix. (2014) Premiere. Romantic comedy, 
starring Haylie Duff. 2.30 Film: Call Me 
Claus. (2001) Christmas family drama, 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. 4.20 Film: 
Santa Who? (2000) Santa Claus crashes 
his sleigh and loses his memory. A 
youngster tries to help him beat the 
amnesia in time for Christmas. Family 
comedy, starring Leslie Nielsen. 

6.10 Film: Bruce Almighty. (2003) God 
tires of a down-on-his-luck 
reporter’s constant complaining, 
so passes on His powers to give 
him a taste of ultimate 
responsibility. The newsman falls 
in love with his extraordinary 
abilities - but a never-ending 
stream of incoming prayers and 
his ambitious attempt to please 
everyone soon prove there is more 
to the job than meets the eye. 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey, 
Jennifer Aniston and Morgan 
Freeman. 

8.10 Film: Bulletproof Monk. (2003) A 
mysterious Tibetan monk is 
entrusted with protecting an 
ancient and mystical scroll. As 
modern-day Nazis seek out the 
relic in a bid to resurrect the Third 
Reich, the monk searches for a 
suitable successor to take over his 
task - and a pickpocket is the 
unlikely choice. Martial arts thriller, 
starring Chow Yun-Fat, Seann 
William Scott, Jaime King, Victoria 
Smurfitand Karel Roden. Edited 
for violence. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Film: Django Unchained. (2012) 
Premiere. An escaped slave 
becomes a bounty hunter and 
fights to rescue his wife from a 
sadistic plantation owner. Quentin 
Tarantino’s Western, with Jamie 
Foxx and Christoph Waltz. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Ultimate Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 
4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.45 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 9.30 
Film: 8 Mile (2002) 11.15 Family Guy 
12.00 American Dad! 12.25 Family Guy 
12.45 Josh 1.15 People Just Do Nothing 
3.15 Josh 3.45 Sunny D 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Concerto at the BBC Proms 7.25 
Film: Pina: Legend of Dance (2011) 9.00 
The Golden Age of Steam Railways 10.00 
Film: Easy Money (2010) 12.00 Britain’s 
Natural World: The Unnatural History of 
London 1.00 Britain’s Deadliest Rail 
Disaster: Quintinshill 2.00 Horizon: Are 
We Alone in the Universe? 2.50 Natural 
World: Polar Bears and Grizzlies - Bears 
on Top of the World 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 The X Factor 12.35 I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here! 1.35 You’ve Been 
Framed Christmas! 2.35 Elf: Buddy’s 
Musical Christmas 3.35 Film: The Polar 
Express (2004) 5.35 I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! 6.40 Film: Back to the 
Future Part III (1990) 9.00 The Xtra 
Factor 10.00 You’ve Been Framed At 
Christmas! 10.35 I’m a Celebrity Get Me 
Out of Here Now! 11.35 Plebs 12.35 
Film: The Faculty (1998) 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.50 Film: Columbo: Now You See Him 
(1976) 2.50 Rosemary & Thyme 3.50 
Wycliffe 4.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Sunday Night at the Palladium 8.00 
Lewis 10.00 Film: The Constant 
Gardener (2005) 12.30 Film: Till Death 
Us Do Part (1969) 2.25 Wycliffe 3.20 
ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.35 Shed and Buried 1.35 Pawn Stars 
3.25 Film: The ’Burbs (1989) 5.30 Film: 
Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Kull 
the Conqueror (1997) 11.05 Film: 
Daylight (1996) 1.20 Ray Mears’ Close 
Encounters 2.15 Ax Men 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

12.35 Film: City of Ember (2008) 2.25 
Couples Come Dine with Me 4.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Rush Hour 3 
(2007) 10.45 The Inbetweeners 11.50 
The IT Crowd 12.55 Film: The Sitter 
(2011) 2.30 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

1.00 Kiki’s Delivery Service (1989) 3.10 
Porridge (1979) 5.00 The Dark Crystal 
(1982) 6.50 The Three Musketeers 
(2011)9.00 71 (2014) 10.55 An Officer 
and a Gentleman (1982) 1.25 Summer in 
February (2013) 3.50 Close 




London Theatre Breaks 



Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping 
and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


* 



For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 25 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Lucky Christmas, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A single mother struggling to make ends meet thinks 
her problems are solved when she wins the lottery, 
only to lose the ticket before she can claim the money. 
A greedy construction worker offers to help her get it 
back in exchange for a share of the winnings, only to 
fall for her while they search for it. Romantic drama, 
with Elizabeth Berkley. (2011) 

TUESDAY 

A Bride for Christmas, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A woman swears off serious relationships after 
breaking off her third failed engagement, only to run 
into a man who seems perfect for her a month before 
Christmas. However, she does not realise he has 
made a bet with his friends that he can persuade a 
woman to marry him before the holiday begins. 
Romantic drama, with Arielle Kebbel. (2012) 



WEDNESDAY 

Holiday Help, Channel 5,3.50pm 

A single mother is broke and desperate to get a job 
so she make her daughter’s Christmas a happy one. 
With the help of an angel, she gets a position at a 
department store and meets the love of her life. 

Festive romantic drama, starring Alicia Witt. (2014) 

THURSDAY 

The Christmas Shepherd, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A widow is devastated when the German shepherd 
that is her only companion runs away. The dog ends 
up at an animal sanctuary, and is adopted by the 
kindly owner and his daughter. When the original 
owner finally tracks it down, she faces a hard choice 
between remaining alone and separating the animal 
from its newfound happiness. Drama, starring Teri 
Polo and Jordyn Ashley Olson. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

300,1TV, 10.40pm 

Leonidas, fearless king of Sparta, leads 300 of his 
finest warriors into battle against the invading armies 
of the ruler of the Persian empire. As the outnumbered 
Spartans fight for their country, his queen, Gorgo, tries 
to rally support for her husband at home. Fantasy 
action adventure, starring Gerard Butler. (2006)_ 


Will Variety prove to 
be the spice of life? 


I t’s been going since 1912, and 
even its name harks back to an 
earlier age of entertainment, but 
never let it be said that the Royal 
Variety Performance doesn’t move 
with the times. 

This year, the show boasts its 
youngest ever host, comedian Jack 
Whitehall, who at 27 is no one’s idea 
of a grizzled showbiz veteran. 

However, that doesn’t mean he 
doesn’t have the experience to helm 
such an occasion - he’s become 
something of a Royal Variety regular. 

He says: “Having been lucky 
enough to perform for Prince Charles 
and Prince William in previous years, I 
look forward to the opportunity of 
sailing a little too close to the wind in 
the presence of Prince Harry this time 
round.” 

He added: “It’s my third time on the 
show and I still am yet to perform in 
front of The Queen, she must be 
really desperate not to see my act.” 

In addition to amusing the royals, 
Whitehall has also co-written and 
starred in the sitcom Bad Education, 
which follows teacher Alfie Wickers. 


However, tonight, the comedian’s own 
ability to keep excitable teenagers in 
check may be put to the test, as 
there’s at least one act on the bill who 
should get the younger audience 
members screaming. 

They may have recently announced 
their plans to take an extended break, 
but all-conquering boy band One 
Direction are still taking to the stage at 
the Royal Variety Performance, and 
they’ll be joined by their fellow X 
Factor graduates Little Mix. 

But while there’s definitely a youthful 
element to tonight’s proceedings, 
older viewers needn’t worry that the 
organisers have instituted a Logan’s 
Run-style policy of only booking the 
under-thirties. As ever, the show offers 
something for everyone. 

If the members of One Direction 
and Little Mix want advice on how to 
make sure they are still being invited 
back to the Royal Variety Performance 
in 30 years time, they could always 
ask Elton John, who is also on the bill. 

Speaking of music survivors, there’s 
also a rare appearance from Jeff 
Lynne’s ELO. Other music stars 


include pop princess and honorary 
national treasure Kylie Minogue, 
alongside Ricky Martin, the Corrs, The 
Killers frontman Brandon Flowers, 

Josh Groban and American country 
singer Kacey Musgraves. 

If you prefer your songs with added 
jazz hands, there’ll also be show 
tunes from the cast of Disney and 
Cameron Mackintosh’s multi-award 
winning musical Mary Poppins, and 
British soul sensation Beverly Knight 
performs a number from the record- 
breaking musical Cats. 

There’s comedy from Chris Ramsey, 
Romesh Ranganathan and Matt 
Forde, who provides a political round¬ 
up of the year (although given that the 
show was actually recorded on 
November 13, there may be some 
recent events missing). 

Cirque Du Soleil provide an 
spectacular acrobatic act, the cast of 
Olivier Award 2015 winners The Play 
That Goes Wrong will be hoping 
everything goes right, and, in what is 
becoming a new Royal Variety 
tradition, there’s also an appearance 
by this year’s Britain’s Got Talent 
victors, Jules, Matisse and Friends. 



The Royal Variety Performance 2015, Tuesday, ITV, 7.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Las Vegas with Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

According to the popular slogan ewhat Happens in 
Vegas, stays in Vegas’. That might work for tourists 
who are visiting for a wild weekend, but what about 
the people who actually live and work there? Trevor 
McDonald is about to find out as he looks beyond 
the casinos and bright lights to learn the truth about 
life in eSin City’. Among the people he meets is a 
former high-class call girl, who at the height of her 
career was earning $2million a year, and now runs 
a safe house for prostitutes who are trying to 
escape the clutches of violent pimps. Meanwhile 
bail bondsman Jon talks about his dangerous line 
of work, and the temptations of all those casino. 
Trevor also meets one of the city’s most famous 
residents, former World Heavyweight Champion 
Mike Tyson, who discusses his experiences of 
winning and losing big, and reveals why he’s now 
unlikely to be found on the city’s famous Strip. 

TUESDAY 

8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown Christmas 
Special 

Channel 4,9pm 

Jimmy Carr hosts a festive edition of the comedy 
panel show’s version of the popular and long- 


running words-and-numbers quiz. Regular team 
captains Sean Lock and Jon Richardson are joined 
by guests Johnny Vegas and Katherine Ryan to 
provide more comic innuendos, festive surprises 
and laughs aplenty. Countdown’s resident 
lexicographer Susie Dent takes her usual place in 
Dictionary Corner with David O’Doherty, while 
mathematics whizz Rachel Riley is on hand . '^2 
to provide the letters and numbers. 


means putting his own existence in jeopardy. 
Meanwhile, DS Susan Reinhardt is charged with 
finding him - and working out why David is acting 
so out of character. Rosie Cavaliero, Sammy 
Winward and MyAnna Buring co-star. 


FRIDAY 
Citizen Khan 
BBC1,8.30pm 

Mr Khan enters the Great Sparkhill Bake Off, intent 
on scooping top honours with his version of the 
lemon drizzle inside-out cake. Meanwhile, storm 
clouds gather on the domestic front as Mrs Khan 
worries that Alia’s new boyfriend sounds too rough 
and needs a good talking to - roping her husband 
and son-in-law Amjad in to do her bidding. She also 
makes a discovery that forces Mr Khan to quiz Alia 
about every father’s worst nightmare. 

Piers Morgan’s Life Stories 
ITV, 9pm 

Timothy West joins the host to look back on a five- 
decade career as one of Britain’s best-loved actors. 
The former EastEnders star speaks candidly about 
his 52-year marriage to Fawlty Towers actress 
Prunella Scales, and the impact of her battle with 
dementia on their lives. He also reveals the trauma 
of his first wife’s mental health problems, and how he 
finally made peace with his daughter after several 
years of estrangement. On a lighter note, Timothy 
also reflects on his role at the wedding of Prince 
Charles and Camilla Parker-Bowles, and the time he 
toured the set of Coronation Street - disguised as 
former Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev. 


WEDNESDAY 
Prey 
ITV, 9pm 

Last year, this crime drama debuted 
with an engrossing story starring 
John Simm as a detective on the 
run after being framed for his 
wife’s murder. Now it’s his Life On 
Mars co-star Philip Glenister who 
takes the lead, playing prison 
officer David Murdoch. While 
escorting a female prisoner to 
hospital, his life spirals out of 
control. David receives a 
mysterious phone call in which 
the life of his heavily pregnant 
daughter is threatened, and must find 
a way to protect her - even if it 



THURSDAY 
BBC Music Awards 
BBC1, 8pm 

Chris Evans and Fearne 
Cotton host the second 
BBC Music Awards, live 
from Birmingham’s Genting 
Arena, celebrating a year 
of musical 
achievement. 
Performers include 
One Direction, Ellie 
Goulding, Jess 
Glynne, Little Mix, 
Hozier, Mumford & 
Sons and Omi. 
Artist-producer Jack 
Garratt is crowned BBC 
Introducing Artist of the Year and 
throughout the evening, four other 
awards will be 
presented. 
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Explore your world with 

®ctrai 


See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air 
and Eurostar, plus holidays 
further afield. 


Express & Star 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


adcocks 


Providing legal services in Wills & Estates Commercial 

West Bromwich for over 100 years Leasehold Reform Property 

Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


wednesbi 


Inesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



I Friendly advise 
from a family run 
m business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 A 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /sUf© 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

“S Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


HENLEY 
’FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 

Pre Planned Funerals 4 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury g 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.354 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

K 

2 

U 

3 

w 

V 

5 

X 

R 

7 

C 

8 

Q 

D 

10 

O 

11 

1 

12 

G 

13 

F 

14 

B 

15 

P 

16 

M 

17 

E 

18 

L 

19 

s 

20 

z 

21 

A 

22 

N 

23 

J 

24 

T 

25 

H 

26 

Y 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

3. Guidance provided 
by the board? (9) 

8. Breed that may be 
rare (4) 

9. It had short 
popularity in the 
fashion-world! (4-5) 

10. Emotion shown by 
love in little ways 
( 6 ) 

11. In a way age is 
some protection (5) 

14. They join the 
course (5) 

15. Out of gear! (4) 

16. Kind of support a 
painter may need 
(5) 

18. Puts out a seat and 
has a meal (4) 

20. What could be finer 
to imply? (5) 

21. Noted thing to 
climb (5) 

24. More than a capital 
district (6) 

25. Diagrammatic form 
of catechism (9) 

26. A whole chapter 
may be devoted to 
him (4) 

27. Agreed on a fresh 
kind of drink (9) 


Down 

1. Screw-driver (9) 

2. They may click at 
dances (9) 

4. Is first and last a 
goddess(4) 

5. Pick the literary 
section (5) 

6. Dupe to act as an 
usher (4,2) 

7. Involved in a row, 
Rosa is upset (4) 

9. Small creature with 
nothing to think 
about (5) 

11. Set sail on Eastern 
passage (5) 

12. Presumably he 
looks forward to 
getting on the 
board (4-5) 

13. The object wasn’t 
far from causing an 
accident (4,5) 

17. Flower I ring up 
about (5) 

19. Hide or show (6) 

22. Set out for a 
holiday (5) 

23. Not a sign of a fatal 
wound! (4) 

24. This piper has a 
youthful following 
(4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


3. Theorise (9) 

1. Odious (9) 

8. Leave out (4) 

2. Narrow-minded (9) 

9. Burial (9) 

4. Writes (4) 

10. Steps (6) 

5. Unobstructed (5) 

11. Drift (5) 

6. Dirge (6) 

14. Mar (5) 

7. Melody (4) 

15. Period (4) 

9. Pastoral poem (5) 

16. Indiscretion (5) 

11. Come to point (5) 

18. Repair (4) 

12. Camouflaged (9) 

20. Scoundrel (5) 

13. Cleansing (9) 

21. Postpone (5) 

17. Mistake (5) 

24. Impressive (6) 

19. Go away (6) 

25. Digger (9) 

22. Decree (5) 

26. Incline (4) 

23. Spindle (4) 

27. Assuredness (9) 

24. Humour (4) 




7 




8 


6 


6 



2 

4 

5 



3 


5 



9 






4 


7 

6 


8 



5 






7 




6 

8 

1 


4 



6 

7 


4 





8 



9 

2 



7 

6 


1 


3 



7 

9 





3 5 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Dock; 3 Remember; 8 
Cole; 9 Speaking; 11 Baby-carriage; 13 Lan- 
dor; 14 Strain; 17 Call for order; 20 Adroitly; 
21 Stop; 22 Treasure; 23 Arid. Down: 1 
Duckbill; 2 Caliban; 4 Export; 5 Emaciation; 

6 Being; 7 Rags; 10 School ties; 12 Intrepid; 
15 Auditor; 16 Bowler; 18 Agree; 19 Part. 
QUICK - Across: 1 Cede; 3 Precious; 8 Ness; 
9 Spinster; 11 Exasperation; 13 Spread; 14 
Starve; 17 Indisputable; 20 Combined; 21 
Tell; 22 Endanger; 23 Type. Down: 1 Con¬ 
verse; 2 Despair; 4 Report; 5 Constitute; 6 
Outdo; 7 Sure; 10 Apparition; 12 Reveille; 15 
Robbery; 16 Sphere; 18 Nomad; 19 Acme. 


The flag of which American state bears 
the legend ‘December 7, 1787’? 

In which year did Jamaica become 
independent? 

What was the middle name of inventor 
Thomas Edison? 

What does the French expression ‘hors 
de combat’ mean? 

Which country did Margaret, Maid of 
Norway, rule between 1286 and 1290? 


6. Who was the first Democrat American 
president? 

7. In the Bible, who was the wife of Ahab? 

8. What nationality is author Ngugi wa 
Thiong’o? 

9. Which bird’s Latin name is Passer 
domesticus? 

10. In which year of the 1970s was the Suez 
Canal reopened? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 A variety of fennel; 2 Hamilton; 

3 International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development; 4 Sewing machine; 

5 Danzig; 6 Dutch (koolsla); 7 A vent in or 
near a volcano; 8 Walter Gropius; 9 1975; 

10 Toronto. 

Niner: CONJUGATE 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

57828 gives cloth, 

32192 gives more cloth, 

64552 gives silk net. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


Express & Star 


cv 



= 


online 


job 

V, 

Xr 

search 


1 







advice 


DO YO U NEED H E L P 
T O _C L IJM B TH aT"W 
C A R E E R LADDER? I 


REGISTER YOUR CV AND FIND YOUR PERFECT JOB 


REGISTER YOUR CV TODAY 


J0BS.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER@RECRUITMENTSTAR 



MNA Media 
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\P|| FURNITURE, BED AND CARPET SUPERSTORE MtD M ^4 

^ 3 DAYS ONLY 

SAVE to 70% CLEARANCEWENT SAVE Ho 70% 

CLEARANCE SALE MUST END THIS WEEKEND 


Leather Look Tub Chair 

1 Only : READY TO GO 

Double Size Richmond 
White Sleigh Style Bedframe 

Imperial 2.5m Wide 3 Door 
Slider Robe 2.23m High 

Light Oak Effect Triple Robe 
with Centre Mirror and Drawers 

Was deaiance Jt A 

£119 ^ 

Wa$ Unit 4AA 

£399 

Was tarctfl AAA 

£699 

Was ci«fk4^A 
£299 bl/9 

Global Double Size Oak 
Bedframe - Sturdy Construction 

Ravello 3 Str + 2 Str Leather 
Modern Sofas: 2 Colours 

Double Size ‘Cardiff’ Ortho 
Spring Interior Mattress: 3 ONLY 

The Laura Compact Leather 
Corner Suite in Black 

Was tan* fid A A 
£349 L109 

Was tan* IBAA 
£799 ^bOOSI 


Was Clearanct BAA 

£899 MtbOUU 


CLEARANCE SALE MASSIVE STOCK CLEAROIfT! 

Memory Foam Delux Pillows Firm 
Support Limited Stock 

Single Size Sprung Mattresses 
Damask Quilted Cover 

Large 3str Lush Sofa 

Blue Swivel Fabric : 1 only 

Italian Leather 3str + 1 Chair 
Cream Leather : 1 set only 

Was Clearance 

£39 Price Each 

Was Clearance 
£69 Price • 

Was Clearance^fe | 

£599 Price 

Was Clearance OCCA 
£1150 Price 

Full Single Size Storage Bed 
Delux Mattress : Slidestorage 

Luxury Lebus Chaise Sofa 
Silver Fabric : 1 only 

3/4 Size Orthopaedic Bed 
Mattress and base included 

Kingsize Ivory Metal Headboard 
Super Design : Limited Stock 

Was Clearance 
£169 Price 

Was Clearance 
£799 Price 

Was Clearance | T’ 

£299 Pr 'ce 

Was Clearance 
£149 P^e 

Corona Mexican Pine 4 Drawer 
Chest - Huge Storage : 1 only 

Double Size 4 Drawer Bed Base 
Silly Offer : 1 only 

Superb Assembled Leather Dining 
Chairs - Ass Colours : Must Go 

Luxury Fabric 2 Str Recliner 
Lovely Silver Grey Fabric : 1 only 

Was Clearance^fe 
£159 Price 

Was Clearance 
£179 Price 

Was Clearance 

£99 Price CAU Each 

Was Clearance 
£699 Price TT 

A Set of Solid Pine Bunk Frames 
with 2 Spring Mattresses 

Solid Pine Narrow 5 Drawer Chest 
Assembled : 1 only to go 

Beech Finish 4 Drawer Dressing 
Table - Assembled : 1 only to go 

Larger Oak Finish Table + 6 Chairs 
Great value : Limited Stock 

Was Clearance JM 

£337 Price 

Was Clearance 
£119 Price 

Was Clearance 
£139 Price 

Was Clearance COI1II 
£469 P^e 






LEVINES, OAKFIELD HOUSE, LEVEL STREET 
BRIERLEY HILL 01384 79393 
(Next to the Copthorne Hotel) 

DOORS OPEN 9.00 AM PROMPT! 
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2 8 PROPERTY 


Stunning executive home 
features refitted kitchen 



THIS stunning executive four-bed- 
roomed detached property in Adden- 
brook Way, Tipton comes with a con¬ 
temporary refitted kitchen. 

It is for sale through Connells at 
£269,950. 

It has a reception hallway with stairs off, a 
guest WC, a sitting rom with a bay window, a 
lounge with a feature marble fireplace with an 
inset living flame gas fire. The conservatory has 
wood-effect flooring and the refitted kitchen has 
a splash-back tiling, ceiling spot lights and an 
under stairs storage cupboard. 

The dining room completes the ground floor 
accommodation. Upstairs bedroom one has fitted 
wardrobes and an en-suite shower room, three 
further bedrooms with wardrobes, a bathroom 
and a rear garden. Contact Connells on 0121 
5562338 or visit www.connells.co.uk 




Detached house is 
ideal for family life 

A FABULOUS detached house provid¬ 
ing brilliant family accommodation, 
this four-bedroomed detached property 
in Bartleet Road, Smethwick is for sale 
through Your Move at £262,500. 

Being well-maintained and well-pre¬ 
sented throughout, this home has an 
appealing mock-Tudor frontage, double 
glazing and a gas fired central heating 
system, it has a porch, an entrance hall, a 
lounge with wood-effect laminate flooring. 

There is also a dining room with French 
doors leading into a conservatory, breakfast 
kitchen, utility, cloakroom/WC, first floor 
landing, four bedrooms and a family bath¬ 
room. Outside, the property has a driveway 
flanked by lawn, garage and a rear garden. 

Contact Your Move on 0121 4217766 or visit 
www.your-move.co.uk 



n BRAITHWAITES 

SaliN • Lettings • Property Managt-cru-nt 





Astbury Avenue, Smethwick 

Traditional Style End Terrace, Substantial Corner Pli 
Location, Easy Access To Local Schools, Excellent Potential | 
To Extend Subject To Planning Permission. EPC - E 

• Gas Central Heating, Double Glazing • Gardens To Three Sides 

• Lounge, Dining Kitchen • Garage, Off Road Parking 

• Two Double Bedrooms • IN NEED OF MODERNISATION 

• Bathroom • NO UPWARD CHAIN 

Offers In The Region Of £129,950 


New Meeting Street, Oldbury 

Luxury Modern Style Ground Floor Apartment Situated In Oldbury Town Centre, Easy Access To Local Amenities & I 
Local Motorway/Rail Networks. EPC=C 

• Double Glazing • Two Good Bedrooms 

• Electric Heating • Bathroom, En-Suite Shower Room 

• Spacious Lounge/Diner • Secure Parking Behind Electric Gates 

• Open Plan Fitted Kitchen • Viewing Absolutely Essential 

TO LET: £575 PCM 



I Superbly Appointed Extremely Spacious Modern Style I 
Third Floor Apartment, In Excellent Order Throughout, f 
Viewing Highly Recommended. EPC - C 
• Electric Heating • Two Good Sized Bedrooms | 

• Double Glazing • Plus Large Dressing Area 

I • Lounge/Dining Area •Bathroom 

• Fitted Kitchen • Allocated Parking Space 

Offers In The Region Of £88>,000 


FREE MARKET 
APPRAISALS 

NO SALE NO FEE!! 
NO LET NO FEE!! 


29 Barker Street, Oldbury 

We advise that an offer has been 
made for the above property for 
the sum of £95,000. Any per- 

I sons wishing to increase on this I 
offer should notify the Agents of | 
their best offer within 7 days. 


145 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B68 OLU 
Telephone: 0121 421 1180 Fax: 0121 421 7071 

www.braithwaites-estate-agents.co.uk 
Email: enquiries@braithwaites-estate-agents.co.uk 



TrTrQDs 

Thursday 3rd December 2015 


11.00am 


to S3 03 ZSs&HD030(3»M](3M) 

0121 247 2233 

auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 

Ws 0R3 0Q3K7 OhrMa® Iklfe fe(P ®QDPMlSJ55flbqg 
^QD3GBsOD®OD 

Pfeees @200 fee? 57200 ? 

cfogoseg a [MU 


®oop(Mani]^gmil 
dSDOU @00”) 

































































THRONE CRESCENT 

End terraced house offering good sized accommodation 
in need of general decoration throughout. Entrance hall, 
through lounge/dining room, extended kitchen three 
bedrooms, bathroom, central heating, double glazing, 
driveway to front and established rear garden with 
detached garage at the rear. EPC Rating D 

Offers in the region of £129,950 / , 


MATTY ROAD 

Traditional end terraced house in need of general 
updating and decoration. Entrance hall, through lounge/ 
dining room, kitchen, understairs store cupboard, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, separate toilet, airing cupboard 
and store cupboard. Block paved driveway and rear 


WEST BROMWICH 


WEST BROMWICH 


SABELL ROAD 

Terraced House in need of improvement and 
modernisation situated in a popular residential location 
off Smethwick High Street. Front sitting room, rear 
sitting room, kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom, central 
heating, double glazing and rear garden. EPC Rating D 


region of £104,950 


TAYLOR WAY 

Well presented and maintained detached family 
residence. Porch, entrance hall, dining room, cloakroom, 
kitchen, lounge, utility, three double bedrooms, ensuite 
shower, bathroom. Storeroom (was originally garage), 
block paved driveway and established private rear 
garden. EPC Rating D 


AVERY MYERS CLOSE 

Fully re-decorated mid-modern town house comprising 
reception hall entrance into lounge, dining kitchen, 
two bedrooms, bathroom, central heating, double 
glazing, shallow front garden, enclosed rear garden, 
rear pedestrian access, seperate allocated parking. 


hall entrance, lounge, kitchen/din 
bathroom, double glazing, electr 
parking and visitors parking to rear. [ 


trie storage heating, 

. DEPOSIT £780 - EPC [ 


p.s'denfo 


S KITTS 


Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands & Staffordshire 
for over 35 years 








West Bromwich 

St. Christopher Close 

•Three bed detached 
•Quiet cul-de-sac location 
•Centrally heated 
•Convenient to the M5 [J1) 
•Dining room area 
•Bathroom with shower 


Tipton 

Hellier Avenue 


•Three bed detached 
•Close to Dudley Port 
train station 
•Gas CH & D/Glazed 


•Fitted kitchen with 
integrated oven 
•Downstairs WC 
•Garage 


Wednesbury 

Hydes Road 

• Recently •Utility room 

redecorated •Fully fitted kitchen 

•Three bed semi with cooker 

•Gas CH & D/Glazed •Private rear garden 


Wednesbury 

Darby Road 

•Three bedrooms 
•Fitted kitchen with oven 
•Separate dining room 
•Bathroom with shower 
•Rear garden 
•Must be viewed! 


Tipton 

Belmont Close 


•Attractive two 
bedroom semi 
•Redecorated 
throughout! 


• Double glazed 

• Fitted kitchen 

• Off road parking 

• Private rear garden 


m 




Tipton 

Thunderbolt Way 

•Two bed apartment 
•Gas central heated 
•Double glazed throughout 
•Fully fitted kitchen 
•Bathroom with bath and 
shower 


Tipton 

Thunderbolt Way 

•Ground floor apartment 
•D/Glazed S. Centrally heated 
•Breakfast kitchen 
•Two double bedrooms 
•Bathroom with shower 
•Allocated car parking space 


Tipton 

Star Close 


•Two bedroom semi 
•Gas fired central 
heating 

•Double glazing 


•Attractive conservatory 
addition 

• Bathroom with shower 

• Private gardens 


Tipton 

Gough Drive 
•One bedroom first floor •Bedroom with fitted 
apartment wardrobes 

•Kitchen with integrated •Bathroom with bath and 
cooker shower facilities 


Willenhall 

Devon Road 

•Three bed semi 

• Gas central heating 

• Double glazed 

• Fitted dining kitchen 

• Unfurnished 

• Rear garden 


I TENANTS! I 

£ 180 ^ 


FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
'"£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


hqmes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option}!) 


wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788 188 

bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 


{•)nThe/V\arket com 


Oldbury 
0121 552 6171 


Call m 




for a Free Market Appraisal. 


ghtmove 


tomgiles.net 


The Property 
Ombudsman 


Properties Urgently Needed 


OLDBURY 


* • 

BUYING 


en. crv_ r\unnu c 

Offers in the region of £120,000 


Price: £85,000 


OLDBURY 


SUMMERTON ROAD 

A second floor unfurnished two bedroomed flat offering excellent 
opportunity lor single person or couple for long-term tenancy 


£550 pem 


LETTING 


£775 


pem 


£575 


pem 


SMETHWICK 


SELLING 


ROWLEY REGIS 


OLDBURY 


bFcPSj 

SANDFIELDS ROAD 

Detached family residence in need of general updating. 
Porch, entrance hall, utility room, through lounge/dining 
room, kitchen, three bedrooms, shower room. Established 
gardens, outside toilet, off road parking and detached 
garage at rear. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D 

Offers in the region of £159,950 


HOLLYHEDGE ROAD 

A well established health and beauty family run business 
lending itself to numerous treatments. "L" shaped 
reception/waiting area, two treatment rooms, manicure 
& pedicure area, tanning room cloakroom, kitchen and 
spray tanning area. Rear paved yard, external log cabin 
and portacabin. EPC Rating E 

^ Price: £99,950 // 


TIVIDALE 





















































































































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 3, 2015 


30 


Scnven Co# 01914994011 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents v I L I ILL Tv 11 


Scriven &. Co. 


Established 1937 


Oldbury 


| LARGE SEMI DETACHED 



Wolverhampton Road 

A fantastic opportunity to acquire a large semi-detached house offering spacious 
accommodation. The property is in need of some general improvement and modernisation. 
NO UPWARD CHAIN 

Porch, large welcoming reception hall, kitchen, utility, downstairs wc, living room, dining room, 
three bedrooms, bathroom, separate wc, side garage, garden, double glazing where specified, 
gas boiler heating radiators. EPC= TBC 

Offers in the region of £214,950 


Halesowen 



Royal Oak Road 

A traditional style semi detached house tastefully decorated and improved to a good 
specification spacious well presented family accommodation in popular residential locality. 
Porch, reception hall, dining room, lounge, fitted kitchen with oven hob and dishwasher, 
conservatory, store room, downstairs wc/shower room, utility, landing, three good sized 
bedrooms, well appointed bathroom, extensive lovely gardens, gas boiler heating radiators, 
double glazed windows as specified. EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £264,950 



Oldbury 



Warwick Close 

End terraced house 

* Living room 

* Kitchen diner 

* Two good sized bedrooms 

* Shower room with separate wc 

* Ideal for first time buyers *EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


Halesowen 



Hamilton Avenue 

* Detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* Gas central heating 

* Double glazing to windows as detailed 

* Garage and car port *EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £235,000 


Halesowen 



Oaklands Court 

Spies Lane 

* Second floor flat 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Communal parking 

* Communal gardens 
EPC= TBC 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


Halesowen 



Manor Abbey Road 

* Detached house in need of modernisation 

* Full of potential 

* Ideal for DIY enthusiasts/builders 

* Three bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* Garage *EPC=G 

Offers in the region of £249,950 


Rowley Regis 

I I 


Quinton 




Holly Road 

* Ideal for first time buyer/investor 

* Terraced House 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Conservatory 

* Good Sized rear garden 

* No upward Chain *EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £89,950 


College Road 

* Terraced house 

* Much improved and modernised 

* Re-fitted kitchen/breakfast room 

* Three bedrooms 

* First floor re-fitted bathroom 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £139,950 


Quinton 


Oldbury 




Bissell Street 

* End terraced house 

* Re-fitted kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted bathroom 

* Garage 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £159,950 


Alexandra Court 

Penncricket Lane 

* Ground floor purpose built flat 

* Two bedrooms, bathroom with shower over 
bath * Lounge with focal point fire 

* Fitted kitchen with oven hob and extractor 

* Allocated parking space * Communal gardens 

* Vacant possession available EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £75,000 


Birmingham 



Clent View Road 

* Mid terraced House 

* Conservatory 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted shower/wet room 

* Garage in block 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Brierley Hill 


Rowley Regis 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Rowley Regis 



East Street 

* Semi-detached house 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Off road parking 

* No upward chain 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £132,500 


JfKStmr., 


Darby Street 

* Semi-detached bungalow 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Living room 

* Dining room/potential second bedroom 

* Bedroom 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £139,950 






Ladysmith Road 

* Mid terraced house, ideal first time purchase 

* Tastefully presented 

* Two reception rooms 

* Downstairs bathroom 

* Two bedrooms 

* Gas boiler heating radiators 

* Landscaped garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £99,950 


Lusbridge Close 

* Detached house situated in cul-de-sac 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Utility 

* Two reception rooms and conservatory 

* Four bedrooms (one with en-suite) 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £279,950 


The Rosegardens 

* Spacious house planned on three floors 

* Fitted kitchen/breakfast room/fitted cloakroom 

* Lounge leading to conservatory/dining room 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite 

* Two further bedrooms * House bathroom 

* Enclosed gardens, carport and parking space 
EPC=C 

£169,500 


Darby Street 

* Semi-detached bungalow 

* Close to Blackheath town centre 

* Reception hall, lounge, kitchen 

* Bedroom, bedroom 2/dining room, bathroom 

* Pleasant gardens, off road parking, gas boiler 
radiators 

EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Quinton 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Birmingham 





Lyttleton House 

Blackberry Lane 

* Retirement flat 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


Gower Road 

* Individual Architect Designed Detached House 
in need of general modernisation & 
improvement * Fitted Cloakroom, Reception 
Hall * Living Room Forming Lounge & Dining 
Area * Breakfast Room, Kitchen & Store Room 

* 3 Bedrooms * Large Garaging * Extensive 
Gardens (Side building plot excluded) EPC=E 
Offers in the region of £250,000 


Four Acres 

* Three storey town house 

* Living room and good sized kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in excess of £100,000 


Newbury Close 

* A Tastefully Presented Detached House 

* Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast room * Dining Room 

* Lounge Leading to Conservatory 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite 

* Three further bedrooms 

* House Bathroom * Landscaped Private 
Gardens * Garage EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £290,000 




Gower Road 

* Spacious detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Lounge * Dining room 

* Breakfast kitchen & Re-fitted bathroom 

* Utility/WC 

* Delightful garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


Stanley Avenue 

* Detached House 

* In need of some general modernisation 

* Full of potential 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms 

* Lovely rear garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £179,950 




RICS -js 



Member of 


Agency Network 


A member of 


# Scriven*co*uk 









































We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 



4ai 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 


sedgley@skitts.net 
greatbridge@skitts. net 
dudley@skitts.net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts. net 
wolverhampton@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 
survevors@skitts. net 


“We have 40 years’ experience in selling 
property and have now been for some time not only the top 
selling agent in our area but also the agent selling houses 
I considerably faster than anyone else. 

No gimmicks, no empty promises, just plain 
old fashioned hard working estate agency. 



01902 686868 
0121 520 2255 
01384 214 996 
01922 478104 
01902 353578 
01902 732324 
01902 631151 
0121 530 4240 
01902 788188 
0121 520 2255 
0121 520 2255 


HYDES HOAD wednesbury 

• ENLARGED FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED 

• FAMILY ROOM OVERLOOKING GARDEN 

• THROUGH LOUNGE/DINING 

• THREE FIRST FLOOR BEDROOMS 




BEECH CRESCENT wednesbury BASSETT ROAD wednesbury OXFORD STREET wednesbury 


•TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS • EXTENDED END TOWN HOUSE • THREE BED SEMI DETACHED 

•SEMI-DETACHED • THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS • LOUNGE S. KITCHEN 

•CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION • LOUNGE/LARGE DINING KITCHEN • DOUBLE GLAZING S. CENTRAL HEATING 

•OFF ROAD PARKING • DOUBLE GLAZING S. CENTRAL HEATING • DRIVEWAY, GARAGE & NO CHAIN 

_ £104,950 £108,000 OFFERS OVER £110,000 





HOLFORD AVENUE walsall DALE STREET wednesbury THE FURLONG wednesbury 

• TWO BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED • THREE BED SEMI DETACHED • THREE BEDROOMS 

• LOUNGE AND KITCHEN • LOUNGE S. DINING KITCHEN • SEMI-DETACHED 

• DOUBLE GLAZING S. CENTRAL HEATING • CUL DE SAC LOCATION • CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION 

• REAR GARDEN & OFF ROAD PARKING • OFF ROAD PARKING • DINING KITCHEN 

_ £119,000 £129,995 £134,950 
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Easily maintained and 
spacious mid-terraced 


BEING spacious and well-presented, this 
three-bedroomed property in Edgbaston 
Road, Smethwick is for sale through Liber¬ 
ty Estates at £175,000. 

With majority double glazing and gas 
central heating it has an entrance hall with 
stairs off, a through lounge with a bay win¬ 
dow and two wall-mounted fires. 

There is also a WC, dining room, kitchen 
with part-tiled walls, and upstairs, three 
bedrooms (two with wardrobes), bathroom 
and an easily maintained paved rear garden. 

Contact Liberty Estates on 0121 5651010 
or visit www.libertyestates.org.uk 


“ 




EBartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 



Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 


(§) TheMarket cc 


E-mail:enquires@bartrams.com 


IDltaMb 
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(Skier 


choose mia /.. 
don’t miss out 

Our popular and much sought after Park View development is selling fast. 

We have a select range of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes for you to choose 
from and personalise with your kitchen and tile choices. 

Plus an impressive specification is fitted as standard, including appliances. 
Prices from only £106,396* through Help to Buy (full purchase price £132,995). 

Visit today and discover more. 



www.kierliving.co.uk 




Park View 


Showhome open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 


Off Claypit Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


call: 0845 652 2471** 
email: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 




WhatHouse? 

AWARDS 

2014 


kotoJt, v\d(ajt Ucakoh 


Photographs of a typical Kier showhome. Elevations and finishes may vary.*Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. **Calls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company's access charge. 


Eugwqod auction 


RESIDENTIAL AUCTION HOUSE 
OF THE YEAR 2014 

96 Lots 

To include properties on behalf of: 


10TH DECEMBER 2015 


at Aston Villa Football Ground 




Plus properties on behalf 




of Receivers/Administrators 
Vacant Residential Properties 


9 York Avenue, Willenhall 

3 Bedroom Semi Detached House 

Guide: £48,000 - £52,000 


2 Brades Close, Halesowen 

2 Bedroom Detached Bungalow 

Guide: £75,000 plus 


8 Bolney Road, Quinton 

2 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £74,000 - £79,000 


Residential Investment Properties 
Vacant Commercial Properties 
Commercial Investment Properties 
Land/Development Opportunities 
Garages & Ground Rents 


ENTRIES NOW INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 



16 Michael Road, Wednesbury 62 Wychbury Road, Stourbridge 52 Willingsworth Road, Wednesbury 

3 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 2 Bedroom Semi Detached House 3 Bedroom End Terraced House 

Guide: £50,000 plus Guide: £55,000 plus Guide: £45,000 plus 


T: 0121 233 5046 W: cpbigwood.com * @CPBigwood 

*Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price on some lots *For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve price please refer to our catalogue or website 
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Established 1975 
Over 40 years building a 
reputation based on trust, 
quality and expertise 



31 HURST GREEN ROAD, HALESOWEN 


.VIEWING RECOMMENDED 
•Charming semi-detached bungalow 
•Double bedroom 


•Lounge/dining room 

•Side garage .Off-street parking 2 cars 

•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 



8 SHIRE CLOSE, OLDBURY 


•3 double bedrooms .Off-street parking for at least three cars 

•Hall, lounge, and separate dining room ENERGY RATING : E 

•Fully tiled bathroom and Good size kitchen ALL SERIOUS OFFERS CONSIDERED 

OFFERS BASED ON £169.950 




52 THREE SHIRES OAK ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•VIEWING ESSENTIAL 
•Mid-terraced property 
•Close to Warley Woods 
•PVC double glazed 
•Gas centrally heated 


•2 double bedrooms 
•Bathroom with individual shower 
•Two reception rooms 
•Kitchen/dining room 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £154,950 




77 GALTON ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Close to Lightwoods Park and Warley 
Woods 

•Three bedrooms 
•Bathroom to first floor 
•Hall, through lounge/dining room 


•Kitchen 

•An ideal family home 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £172,500 


rf 0 PERRY COURT 

V 1BEDROOMED 
RETIREMENT FLATS 

FOR SALE 


Derek Spires 


0121 420 4646 

VWW.OF^FK5PIRF5ANDCO COM 





DEREK SPIRES 


4fc 



m 



132 FLORENCE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Freehold mid-terraced property 
Close to Cape Hill 
•2 double bedrooms 
•Shower Room 
•Two reception rooms 
•Needing cosmetic improvement 
.ENERGY RATE: D 

OFFERS BASED ON £84,950 


4 MERRIVALE ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Freehold mid- 
terraced property 
•Two double 
bedrooms 
•Bathroom to the 
first floor 
•Two reception 
rooms 

•Refitted kitchen 
downstairs 
•Gardens to the rear 
•INTERNAL 
INSPECTION TO 
BE APPRECIATED. 


OFFERS BASED ON £129,950 



36 PARKFIELD ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Recently refurbished to high standard 
•3 bedrooms .Fully tiled bathroom 
•Through lounge/dining room 


•Downstairs cloakroom .Superb extended kitchen 
•off-street parking for 3 cars 
•ENERGY RATING : C 


OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 



•First floor one bedroomed fl 
•Bathroom & kitchen 
•Lounge & bedroom 


3,316 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON 


•Communal gardens 
•Ideal for FTBs or investors 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £79,950 





77 CHESHIRE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Freehold mid-terraced house 
•Close Cape Hill 
•2 double bedrooms 
•Shower room 

•Through lounge/dining room 


•Superb refitted kitchen 
•Utility/breakfast room 
.VIEWING ESSENTIAL 
.ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £105,000 


8 DOUGLAS ROAD, OLDBURY 185 PARK ROAD, BEARWOOD 


412-414 PORTLAND ROAD, 


i q iKi i'j k’ 



| .Three bedrooms, downstairs wet room 
•Open plan kitchen/breakfast room 
•Sitting room/occ. bedroom 4 
•Off-street parking to the front 
•ENERGY RATING : C 

OFFERS BASED ON £139,950 



•Superbly presented 
•Three bedrooms Kitchen and utility 
| .Downstairs cloakroom 
•Beautifully presented garden 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £229,950 


•Three bedrooms and bathroom to first floor 
•Lounge, kitchen/breakfast room and utility 
•INTERNAL INSPECTION RECOMMENDED 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS IN EXCESS OF £199,950 




18 BROOK STREET, WEST 
BROMWICH 


•Extended semi-detached 

•Two reception rooms 

•Large breakfast kitchen and Study 

•Additional sitting room 

•Three bedrooms and Fully tiled bathroom 

•Guest shower room 

•Conservatory 

.ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £182,950 


343 TITFORD ROAD, OLDBURY ■ ■ 4 BALDWIN STREET, SMETHWICK 


• Ground floor flat 

• Good motorway links 

• 2 bedrooms 

• Open plan lounge/kitchen 
•ENERGY RATING : C 


OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 


•SEMI-DETACHED PROPERTY 
.3 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM 
.2 RECEPTON ROOMS 
•DOWNSTAIRS CLOAKROOM 
•EXTENDED KITCHEN 
•NEATLY LAID OUT GARDEN 
•AN IDEAL FAMILY HOME 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £139,950 


OnThe 


www.derekspiresandco.com 0121 420 4646 


rightmovn 





























































































6337 ?3 



Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


pauldubberley 

It he estate a g er jJ£*#gMb 

www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


M 


Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 




Bilston 

01902 505974 


Standbridge Way 
Tipton 


New Road 
Tipton 



• Modern Extended Detached 

• Sought After Location • Corner Position 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 4 bedrooms • en suite, epc tbc 

£245,000 


• Traditional Extended Middle Terrace 

• UPVc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Extended to Rear 

• 3 bedrooms, epc E 

OFFERS AROUND: on A nCO 

Viewing: 3L^4,^OU 


• Investment Opportunity - £6,600 per year 

• For sale with Tenant Till October 2016 

• Modern Semi Detached 

• 3 bedrooms, epc C 

OFFERS AROUND: OH On 

Viewing: LI ZlU,UUU 


• Immaculate Spacious Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Viewing Highly Recommended 

• 3 bedrooms, epc C 

£117,500 


• Modern Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Sought After Location • Viewing Recommended 

• 3 bedrooms, epc tbc 

£145,000 


• Traditional Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Excellent Corner Plot 

• 3 bedrooms, epc D 

OFFERS AROUND: OH OO 

Viewing: X.1 ZlO,UUU 


Bilston Road 
Tipton 



• Traditional Detached Bungalow 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Reception Hall 

• 2 Bedrooms, epc E 

Viewing: AROUND: £-120,000 


Turton Road 
West Bromwich 


REDUCE 


Thinking of selling your property in the New Year 
but don't want to be disturbed over Christmas? 
We may have the perfect solution for you... 


If you are thinking of selling a property in the 
new year, now is the time to get started to take 
advantage of these selling secrets: 



• Spacious Semi Detached 

• UPVc Double Glazing & Gas Central Heating 

• Reception Hall 

• EPC TBC, Lounge & Dining Room 

Viewing: AROUND: £1 3 5,Q0Q 


Leacroft Grove 
West Bromwich 



• Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Driveway 

• , Garage 


Kiniths Way 
West Bromwich 


£150,000 



• Extended Semi Detached 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Porch, Through hallway 

• NO CHAIN, Lounge 


•There is a huge increase in online property searches 
between Christmas and the New Year as buyers are sat at 
home with time on their hands. 

•Allows us time to sift through enquiries and present you 
with only the most suitable applicants for your property. 

• Immediate viewings once you're ready in the New Year. 

• Gives your property a head start against people who market 
their property in the New Year. 

• Buyers looking over the winter are usually very genuine. 
Having your property ready to sell, fresh and newly listed in 
the new year will give you an advantage over other sellers. 

Let us visit your home and prepare your property for sale 
now. We will advertise your property online over the busy 
Christmas period to maximise the spike in search activity, 
however we promise not to disturb you until our doors re¬ 
open in the new year, leaving you to relax and enjoy 
Christmas undisturbed. 


00 NOT 

disturb 

•itR n>«Mi*** 


£179,995 


Call your local Paul Dubberley branch now to 
arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal 



• Modern Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Garage Conversion 

• 4 Bedrooms, epc C 

£179,950 


Westbourne Road 
Wednesbury 



• Upper Floor Maisonette 

• One Double Bedroom 

• Lounge & Kitchen 

• , Bathroom With White Suite 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


Grayling Close 
Wednesbury 


£59,950 



• Show Home Style Executive Detached Property 

• Four Bedrooms (Master With En-Suite) 

• Through Lounge Incorporating Dining Area 

• EPC Rating : TBA, Superb Kitchen & Breakfast Area 

Viewing: AROUND: £220,000 


Paul Street 
Wednesbury 



• Spacious Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms & First Floor Shower Room 

• Through Lounge & Good Size Kitchen 

• , Feature Copnservatory 

£125,000 


Leslie Road 
Birmingham 


• Mid Terrace Property 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Dining room 

, Sitting Room 


Turner Street 

INLW ■ West Bromwich 


NEW 


Biyant Street 
Birmingham 


NEW 


Meeting Street 
Wednesbury 


Holyhead Road 
Wednesbury 


Longmore Street 
Wednesbury 



£105,000 


• , Lounge 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£100,000 


• Mid Terrace 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• 2 reception Rooms 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£85,000 


• IMMACULATE & CONTEMPORARY UPPER 
FLOOR APARTMENT 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE SHOWER 
ROOM 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£92,950 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Spacious Lounge & Living Area 

• , Kitchen & Dining Room 

£115,000 


• A Modern 3 Bedroom Semi Detached Home 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Quiet Cul-deSac & Sought after Location 

• Energy Rating C, Reception Hall 

£130,000 


The Properly 

OntbudtnvtA 

I MiR 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 


Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 
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Local Specialists 



Carpets 


Carpentry 


Fencing 





SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WOH’T. |~i I ChOOSB at HOOW Service 

\rK I Free Quotations and Measuring. 


move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets free of charge 
Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Samantha Sofa 



Heavy Domestic 

Lola Leatheijjj^Np 

Divan Beds 

Saxony’s 

Suite 

Singles from 

from 

3 + 2Reclinerin 

£92 

£6*99 sq yd 

Black or Brown 

Double from 

was £14.99 

£699 

£142 


CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS* 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 



lOO’s of rolls and end of rolls MbuzUDDseBi 
in stock at knockdown prices UUBi 


CARPETS GUARANTEED FITTING BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 J 


• TIPTON 

• WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

» WEST BROMWICH 


• OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


JP1902 880541 0X1^3 0^2^530^3633^: 



DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damo* 
Problems, Plastering etc. /K 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538118034 or 01902 752161 


Gardening 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS£55-SATELLITE£65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms.co.uk 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


temaMa ii 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work, Plastering, Partitions, 
Knocking out Chimneys, Plumbing, Bath/Showers, 
Tiling, Skirting Boards etc... 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 

07445807184 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


HUNTER 

BUILD* 


* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Sols 

* Plastering and Tiling 


* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 
0121 5567203 



Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


MB r J electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: ^ - 


mbelectric. co. uk ■£ 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Plastering 


M.GIDMAN 

Plastering & Property Maintenance 

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


FREE 

10% DISCOUNTS 

QUOTATIONS 

FOR OAP’S 


Contact Mark 07947 256939 0121 520 0382 

mgidmanplasterers@yahoo.co.uk ( 



Garage Doors 


“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAR Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 



L M S 
GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted]! 

Fast low cost], same| 
day repairs 

For a free survey and 
quote call 

0121 559 0453 
07592 I 18707l 


CA. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


117538 718264 


Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

LU M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

(FFr. All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 y 
^ www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

cot | UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, r^r 
ts>l 1 THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK Lggg 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk - 




2 s 0121-565 4533 


T.L.S Fencing & Sheds 


Quality tongue & groove Sheds - treated, felted, erected 
• All sizes made to order 
• Concrete Posts • Gravel Boards 
• Fence Panels supplied or ‘supplied and fitted’ 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07833 312126 
07806 867776 I 




Locksmiths 


rbckRite 

local locksmith & Security Services 


V Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

V Emergency lock & door opening 

V uPVC specialist 

V Key Cutting on site 

V British Standard insurance 
approved locks used-Bs3621 

V Double Glazing Unit Repairs 



CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 




Specialist* 

• FENCING 

• TURFING 

• LANDSCAPING 

• BLOCK PAVING 
•TARMACADAM 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 


www.trentlandscapes.co.uk 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


J 


X 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, 
Garden Balconies, 
wStainvays. 

0/7&66>526528j 




To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandsfar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 










































































































































































Local Specialists 


Plumbing & Heating 



• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating 


^WORCESTER accredited installer 


jr i 

NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
^ I • BRONZE -£14.99 

• SILVER -£16.99 

• GOLD - £18.99 
_ • PLATINUM-£21.99 

• LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

1 Bathroom Installations 
1 Power Flushing 
1 Gas Appliance 
Installations 
1 All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 

• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Budley BY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01543 887334 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


• Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 


(All prices are plus VAT) Worcester nIcei 


Plumbing & Heating 


SMALL JOB SPECIALISTS 

► Bathrooms fitted^^ • Heating 

► Tiling systems 

► Electrics Boiler repairs 


Tel: 07470 010012 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainanceand Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 



KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
and Gas work 
undertaken. 


07964 997 845 
9121 557 5958 


Skip Hire 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 ™ 


WEDNESBURY HEATING & i 

.PLUMBING SERVICES 


INSTALL, SERVICE & REPAIR 195857 
Boilers, Fires, Cookers, Central Heating & Bathrooms 
All Gas and Plumbing work Landlord 
Safety Certificates 

PAUL: 07932 790111 or 0121 531 7848 

for free quote 

Boiler Changes, Gas Leaks, Radiators, Fire Surrounds 
Gas Hobs, Water Filters, Outside Taps etc 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


. INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Lon all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


A'lLlL SIZKS 

IS It! ST PRICKS 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A.WEEK 

SCRAP CARS 




Health & Beauty 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


•All Beauty Treatments Available 
Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35,00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
0743 7569187 



After 


U 

TECH ROOFING 

ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of Roofing Undertaken including 

• Dry verge systems • Roof cleaning 

• Ridge Tiles . chimney repairs 

• Repointing 

• Faseias, Soffits & * AN roof re P airs 

Guttering • new roof 

EDMP Roofing System - Single Garage from £825 all inc 

Reboarded with 18mm smart ply 
Further reductions on larger areas 
Fully insured, No Call Out Charge 
NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - only pay when satisfied 

0800 2461452 - 07955 338442 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Window Specialists 


SANDWELLM 


JNO DEPOSIT TAKENk 

ONLY PAY WHEN FULLY SATISFIED 

Tno high pressure sales people! 

ESTABLISHED 18 YEARS • 1 


REPLACE THE GLASS ONLY 
5 YR GUARANTEE ON SEALED UNITS 

SUPPLY ONLY OR SUPPLY AND FIT 

Give us your sizes for an instant quote 


Professional & 
Reliable Service 



I LINES OPEN TILL 10pm I 

www.saroBeiigiazing.co.uk 


A1 Little Job Man 0 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 




•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




1 \ 

Rubbish Removal 

P ™ ™ ™ ^ 


ROB’S ■ 

RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 1 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS | 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM fell 

u We load, K | 

No Skips H—V 

Free Estimates 1 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 1 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 500 6033 1 

l _____ j 

ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 

Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DST: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

fl) Pwffy 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


Acorn / Brooks 
Straight Stairlifts 
Wanted 

Call: 07967 003600 


ELECTRIC WHEEL CHAIR 

Jazzy select 6 ultra, with rising 
seat, in good condition with 
spare battery. 

£800 ono 
0121 556 7888. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 
QUINGO VITESSE MODEL 

excellent condition, detachable 
rain hood, 4-8mph, cost £4,500, 

Bargain £1,200 ono. 
Stafford 01785 662598. 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Leisure 

Time 


Indoor Car Boot Sale. 

Saturday 12th December 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS1 4TS 
Doors open - Sellers 9am /Buyers 10am 
Entry 30p / Tables £5 & £7.50 

Booked on 01922 621179 


INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE. Every 


DY4 9DD. 01215570371 


FENDER STRATOCASTER retro 
1958 Sunburst with hard case, 
£600. 07790 835311. 

YAMAHA CLAVINOVA 405 PM in 

mint condition. 

£1,795 ono. 

0121 358 6350. 


Free 


ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, home visits 
and telephone readings. Call 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.co.uk 


UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

All areas covered. Over 10 years 
experience. Call 07792 868474. 



* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B633AT (NEXT TO 
WILKOS). 

FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER 
8.00AM-4PM 

07712597468 

* www.blackcoimtryfairs.co.uk * 


December (also Bromsgrove every 
Fri) Stall available for the 6th. EST 
1979, Waverley. Next Book Fair 
Sun 20th Dec. 0121 550 4123 


Christmas events 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

St Matthews Church, 
Windmill Lane, Smethwick. 

Saturday, December 12. 

10.30am -3pm 
Father Christmas, Tombola. 
Bargains for Christmas gifts. 


MOOSE FAMILY CENTRE, Wood¬ 
ward Street, West Bromwich. B71 
4AP. Christmas Fayre on Saturday, 
December 5, at 1pm. Refresh¬ 
ments available. 


markets 


•wWEDNESBURY STREET 
MARKET 

NOW OPEN EVERY 
FRIDAY 

UNION STREET 07889975701 



s 

IY 


OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS14SA, FREE PARKING, J9M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 


Home & 
Services 


DEBENHAMS SOFAS B rown 
leather 2 and 3 seater sofas plus 
matching footstool, 2 years old, 
originally £2,500. £550 ono. 07474 
702261. 



from £49. Mattresses from £29. 
Orio & memory mats from £69. Fashion 
beds from £49 and bunk bed frames from 
£99. Ottoman bed frames from £199. 
Biggest selection of beds you will find 
anywhere at lowest factory direct price. 

Recliner & mobility lift 
mm and rise choose from 

Mk our unrivalled selection, 

. many for immediate 
delivery EG Roberta 


Was £699 HALF PRICE £349 
Big selection of dual motor models in 
leather and fabric, many half price. 


comer units, wing chairs 
at bargain prices 

100’s of clearance i ^ 

suites from £299. M 

Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-Bpnt OPEN SUNDAY 10AM ■ 4PM 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 


BEDROOM Furniture, fitted, white, 2 
wardrobes, bridging unit, head- 
board, 3 chests of drawer, suit DIY, 
Offers. 01902 607399. 

MATTRESS Kingsize pocket sprina 
and memory foam, from M&S, c 
■ nOffe - 


condition Offers. 01902 607399. 

THREE + TWO brown leather sofa 
set, immaculate £350 ono. Double 
bed frame and mattress. £100.Cot 
bed £80. 07931 296143. 


BNG DNSCOUNTS 

BLACK FRIDAY AND ALL WEEK 
on gas + electric cookers, fires, 
autos, tumble dryers, fridge 
freezers, built In ovens and 
hobs. Most c cards accepted. 
24 - 26 Church Street Bllston 


FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent con¬ 
dition. £85 can deliver. 

07340 911635. 


*SPECIAL* 

6x5 Lap Panels 
£15 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 7202/0. 


ALL COLLECTABLES from wars 
wanted by collector, medals, 
helmets, swords, etc. Very good 
prices paid. 07592 290155. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


HOUSE CLEARANCES Coins, 
Medals, Records and Brie A Brae. 
The Curio Shop, 61 George Street, 
Walsall, WS1 IRS. 07841 596254 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED DOLLS house, 2 or 3 
storey, must be in good condition. 
01889 801634 or 07720 533139. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 

Mi 

Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


STIHL CHAIN SAW 

Model no MS44ic. 

Top range. 

(With 2 replacement chains and 
tools).19 months old. 

£280. No offers. 
Telephone 07546 968623. 



aerials 



®0m3tE£XlQ3 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


irsj 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 01902 494042/07801 746853. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Roofing, Driveways & Landscaping. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


AD 


DAMP 

PROOFING 


All building work, Roofing, Damf 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


I AND F 
BRICKLAYING 
SERVICE 

Extensions, 
Garden Walls and 
All Repairs. 

25 years experience. 

Call: Ian for a 
Free quotes 
07947 380981 


blinds 




Super 7 

7 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £199 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


■*mh< 




• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
rs, floors and staircases 
II plastering projects catered for 
nestic and Commercial 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


5 & S JOINERY Six internal p 
primed doors fully fitted from £3: 
07958 552625, 07950 867972, 


carpet & upholstery 
V_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 



Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


ji .... 

to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 

Christmas ' 
y trees/wreaths 


•Nordmann/Fraser fir "Lodge Pole Pine 
•Norway Spruce and Blue Spruce 
All standing with Larch block under cover 
Netting and delivery service available^ 

Sale starts 27th Nov - Open 7 Days 
Call: 0121 505 3558 " 

The Old Garden Centre 
Walsall Street, Wednesb 1 



computer repairs 


DOES YOUR PC HAVE PROB¬ 
LEMS? Free advice, free callout, 
affordable. Open 8am-8pm. Call 
now: PC Aid 0800 234 3468. 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

kseECi lmrotFER* 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 

ton £695.00 

www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, WS10 
Office: 0121 531 5250 
Mobile: 07866 137656 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/ 07597 488290 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


handyman 
v, services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters 
y decorators 


a) 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 



FF0RDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 




GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
26 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
— --—1,019^-'- 


07983 459088, 01902 664048. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


SKIF A-3000 .177 AIR PISTOL, dble 
action, 28 shot, Co2, target pistol, 
Russian make, 2 magazines, own 
case. Bargain £50. 01922 512935. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CANARIES FOR sale, Dimorphics, 
Satinettes. For details contact 
01922 862067. 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902 317878 

w* 
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THIS SPACE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
l Farming 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 


6 

Property 





Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your reguirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


BEDSITS available, Hednesford and 



TWO BED semi, quiet culdesac, 
Darlaston/Wednesbury area, with 
drive, CH, DG. 07976 891024. 


TWO-BED HOUSE TO LET, Willen- 
hall, Very clean and good condition. 
£430pcm. 07830 429612. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


PROPERTIES 

WANTED 

I will pay top cash price 
for your home. 

Fast completion guaranteed. 
Call Jack on 07507 865668 



WOOD GREEN NURSING 
HOMEWEDNESBURY 

RGN NURSE POSTS 

Above average hourly rate + 
Generous bonus scheme 


7 

Jobs 


We are seeking experienced 
Nurses for various (day time) 
hours within our family run 
business 

To apply contact 
John Edwards 
0121 556 0381 
or email CV to 
john@friendlycare.co.uk 



BIRMINGHAM BASED 
CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


seek trainee who would be 
encouraged to undertake a day 
release course at University. 
Minimum 3 A-Levels required 
and ideally a car driver. 

Send detailed CV by email 
to: 

LN@whiteroseproperty 

.co.uk 


or Tel: 

0121 633 4433 


JAMESON SEATING 

requires the following: 

* EXPERIENCED 
JOINER / CABINET MAKER 

* EXPERIENCED 
UPHOLSTERY CUTTER 

* FOREMAN 

for the Spraying / Polishing 
department 

Email CV to: 

jackie@ 

jamesonseating.co.uk 



Motoring 



SELLING | 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


( CALj 

01902 317878 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 5dr, 1.4, 
Petrol, 2004, 69,000, very good 
condition, lovely blue, MoT, CD, 
A/C, remote CL/AL, EW, alloys. 
£1,700. 07851 012559. 


RENAULT MEGANE ESTATE 

Dynamique spec 1.5 DCi 2005, 
99,000, SH, very good condition. 
Blue, 60 mpg, £30 Tax, 2 keys. 
£1,750. 07522 475039. 




ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMA 1 


Eit. Here. 25 Ye^rs 


A WIDE RANGE OF CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 


01902 490555 / 07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bmacars.com 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 2003, 76,000 
miles, 1.4 Petrol, silver, 5-dr, very 
good condition. 8 serv Mot, CD, 
alloys, 2 keys. £1,400. 01922 
865235 


FORD KA 2003, MoT June 2016, 
new clutch and tyre, low mileage, 
good clean condition, lady owner. 
£300. 07831 667859. 


FORD KA STYLE 07 reg, 68k, 11 
months MoT, good condition, part 
service history ideal first car, two 
keys, £999. 07976 293994. 

FORD MONDEO ESTATE, 2003, 2 
litre, 134,700 miles, black, long 
MoT, diesel, nearly new tyres, good 
runner. £900 ono. 01889 270892. 

GOLF GT 2.0 Itr, V regn, 12 months 
MoT, full leather trim, very nice car 
for year, 128,000 miles. £950 ono. 
07740 380269. 

MINI COOPERN 52 reg, full MoT, 
very good condition, excellent 
runner, £1,450 ono. 0121 558 
6223. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.1, 03 plate, 3 dr, 
black, 9 months MoT, 72,000 miles. 
£450. Cannock 07719 438082. 

PILGRIM KIT CAR 2001, 1,400 
miles, green, convertable, stored, 
none runner needs loving attention 
£850 01384 402902. 





WANTED FOR IMMEDIATE 
START HGV TECHNICIAN 

must be familiar with HGV 
Vehicle inspections and pre- 
MOT inspections. Class 2 
Licence would be an 
advantage, but not essential 

Contact John 07724 346850. 

Pay negotiable depending on 
experience, hours of work 
Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5pm 
Overtime available. 
Saturdays 7.30am - 12noon 
optional. 



SALES ADMINISTRATOR 

Experienced person required 
to work in a busy pallet sales 
office. 

Duties include dealing with 
telephone enquiries, providing 
quotes, processing orders, 
problem solving, sales order 
entry, general admin. 

Must be confident, enthusiastic 
with an excellent level of 
common sense and able to 
work on own initiative. 

36.5 hours per week 
Competitive salary. 

Apply at www.giffords.biz 
select Job Opportunities and 
complete the online 
application form. 


courses 


CRH Transport TrainingTrain and 

Test at our centre in West Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 


MTS HGV training, Willenhall. 
Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 


GREAT BRIDGE PARTNERSHIPS FOR HEALTH 

1 post x 18.5 hrs (permanent) 

(Based at 1A Cordley Street, West Bromwich,B70 9NQ) 

1 post x 28.0 hrs (permanent) Plus 2.5 hrs (temporary) 
Thurs 6.00pm-8.30pm 

(Based at 10 Slater Street, Great Bridge, Tipton, DY4 7EY) 
Salary:£7.55/hr 

We are seeking an enthusiastic, professional team player with excellent 
communication and customer care skills with the ability to interact with 
patients and healthcare professionals in an efficient and friendly manner. 
Key responsibilities will involve the smooth running of the reception area 
to include acting as a first point of contact to patients and visitors to the 
practice, arranging appointments and processing repeat prescriptions. 
Ensuring policies and protocols are followed in accordance with CQC. 
The ideal candidate will posses excellent organisational skills, be 
computer literate, flexible and be able to work as part of a team. 
Experience in a primary care environment is essential. 

When applying for Cordley Street site pise quote ref no: Cor18 and for 
Slater Street: Sla28 

For any enquires please contact 
Jyoti Bhachu atjyoti.bhachu@nhs.net. 


Manufacturer of Castors based in 
Hill Top, West Bromwich currently 
have a vacancy for a 


ca/san 


POWER PRESS OPERATOR 


HGV LGV PCV B+E Training 


agCMBaa 


Free Driving Assessment 
0ne-2-0ne Tuition 
Very High first time Pass Rate 
Clean modern trucks 
Initial and Periodic CPC 

01543 879 318 • 0121 550 0445 

www.britishhgv.co.uk 


with previous experience and holds an FLT license. The following 
skills are essential 

1. To operate process plant & equipment, in an efficient and above 
all safe manner to maximise process output. 

2. Setting and operating progression tolls in presses up to 315 ton 

3. Experienced in air feeds and digital feeds 

4. Capable of setting secondary operation presses up to 200 ton 

5. Able to work with quality dept. To achieve first off quality passes 
Candidate must be of a positive attitude and team player. 

37 hr week, 33 days Holiday Inc. Bank Holidays, rate of pay 
negotiable depending on experience. 

Interested: please contact Emma Skitt - eskitt@colson-castors.co.uk. 
Closing date Friday 4th Dec 


RENAULT CLIO Dynamic, 1.5 
diesel, 04 reg., low tax, 4 months 
MoT, £695 ono. 07885 772238. 

RENAULT MEGANE, 03, 65,000 
miles, black, electric windows and 
mirrors, air con, central locking, 
sunroof, MoT June 2016, £1,100. 

07851 091974. 


ROVER 1.4 

2001, 41,000 miles, gold, 
immaculate condition, any trial, 
ideal 1st car. 

£850 ono. 

01922 451774. 


ROVER 45 02 reg, 10 months MoT, 
new head gasket. 

£450 ono. 

01902 411467. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 


207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



ROYAL ENFIELD 500cc, 2003, 
15,000 miles, MoT, £1,750. Honda 
Shadow, VT125, 2002, 20,000 
miles, MoT. 01922 479743. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 



Local 

^Information 



EDITH HOLLIDAY 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 178 Arden 
Road Smethwick West Midlands B67 
6EN, who died on 27/09/2015, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 12/02/2016, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

CLARKE WILLMOTT LLP 

138 Edmund Street Birmingham B3 2ES 

T458037 


public & legal notices 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The application may affect the character or appearance of a conservation area. 
DC/15/58755 Mr Nasr Muflahi 113 Bratt Street West Retention of 

Bromwich B70 8SB replacement windows. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 

(between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. 
Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council's Public Access website 
(www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

Mr Nick Bubalo, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 




DEAR SANTA 

Modern, genuine, active 
Sandwell area female, 60s, 
tactile and smoker, seeks fit, 
active, modern male, 55-70, for 
long term relationship. 

Car owner preferred. 
Photo ensures reply and 
returned. 

Please write to 
Box Number P20151, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 



Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver- 


*1 • 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EAST 

Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 

*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 
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Jvif it.. 

You’ll 
love it! 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Here’s how to use your dating service 



Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply26 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26 
123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be mod¬ 
erated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 



Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 500 3957 


US at. calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 

phone company's access charge. 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit., http://datin9.6xpressandstar.com 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El .55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks, loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
No: 414773 0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 ® 


FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes 
reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
for lasting relationship. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5077545 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 4294 Box 419673 
PROFESSIONAL black female age ~52, 

enjoys evenings and days out, would like to 
meet similar Midlands male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5315901 

DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 4299 Box 
418167 

CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 ® 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
4291 Box:409715 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual lady, 42yrs 
seeks daytime fun at her home. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 4275 Box: 405297 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 
humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere 
chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5310040 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 4295 Box: 413399 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 ® 

LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, works long 
hours, finds it hard to meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, 
own flat. Text only to Mailbox no: 4192572 
39 yr old independent single Mom, knows the 
benefit of having a good man in the picture. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084796 
JENNI, single mum seeks single dad, own 
home, can accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox no: 4115108 
FRANCES, 45, busty female, loves nights 
in/out, seeking uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420003 ® 

FEMALE, seeks fun loving male who likes a 
drink and a laugh, to enjoy erotic experiences 
with a curvy brunette. Discretion guaranteed. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5079311 
MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, lives in 
Kidderminster, loves the theatre, opera, 
ballet, WLTM a lovely, charming, funny, 
genuine guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419883 ® 

LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 
between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my broken heart, 
someone who likes to curl up on the sofa for 
cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 


JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 ® 
LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 
(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 
BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 
location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 4256384 
CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597® 

JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 ® 
SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419579® 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417® 

KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 


SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 ® 

MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409109 ' 



DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219® 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985® 

LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, 
loving and honest, many interests, seeks 
genuine male to share lonely evenings with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 ® 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609® 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 
JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609® 

SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for 
mutual companionship. Looks unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 ® 


SINGLE mom, 40yrs, small, not skinny 
WLTM single dad aged 39 to 45. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4295299 
FEMALE, 36, looking for a genuine guy to 
wine and dine me with lots of laughter and fun 
times. Text only to Mailbox No: 4758012 
JULIE, attractive early 40’s brunette, size 10, 
varied interests, WLTM male for fun times, 
good conversations, spoiling and maybe 
more, status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418007® 

TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787® 

BOSTON female 56 loyal, intelligent, loves 
history seeks dependable humorous male for 
friendship. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4751421 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, I 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for I 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283® 

MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown hair/eyes, 
attractive, good looking, OHAC/business, 
likes walks, day trips, cinema, seeks similar 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


Follow us 

on 

er* locitllv 


CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single 

mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking 
WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5067001 


JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 
romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143® 
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FREYA 24yr old single mum, looking for male 
for free time frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419851 ® 

LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 
man who will appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 
with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419839® 

SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, sensual, 
tactile, no ties, WLTM kind, loving male to 
enjoy affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419821® 

PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277® 


FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415429 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 
slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415767 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417® 

FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415871 
BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, slim, GSOH, 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416989® 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 

fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385® 

KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 
bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419383® 

LADY young at heart, nice eyes, seeks man 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4881572 


DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 ® 


BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks loving male 

to mend heart age 39/40. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4869116 

KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 
seeks similar young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 ® 
VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 
just what she wants, looking for caring male 
for spontaneous fun relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 ® 

WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369® 

JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, 
theatre, travel, looking for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my feet. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4464905 
GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 
58-60, for friendship and to have a laugh 
with. So if that's you would love to hear from 
you. Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 
PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277® 

68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414773 

WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
I thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
| 3955 Box No: 418369® 

EILEEN, slim green eyed brunette likes 
meals out and cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and brighten up 
her day. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347® 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 ® 

FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195® 


TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for j 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual I 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787® 

THEA, 36, extrovert brunette, curly hair, 
rugby fan, WLTM genuine male who will 
accept her as she is. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417763® 


PROFESSIONAL male, 41, own business, 
likes to enjoy life, clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, 
seeks similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:360283 

MALE 45yrs old, self-employed motor 
trader/mechanic, medium build, green eyes, 
average looks. I am a nice genuine and 
honest person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent relationship and 
happy times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418709® 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


COLIN 48, kind loving, seeks large cuddly 
lady 45 to 60 for LTR, love, romance, also like 
cuddles, kisses and holding hands. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4906088 
TOM, a young 59 active attractive male, 5ft8, 
slimmish & fit with decent looks & friendly 
nature, many interests, looking for lady 
similar age. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4926340 

GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307® 

GENT 55, slightly mad, but not bad, will make 
you glad you answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408973 
GENUINE caring male, seeks similar female 
for friendship or possibly more. Aged 
between 25-39. Text only to Mailbox no: 


MIKE late 60's fit, active, genuine and 
generous, very passive seeks assertive lady 
any age / looks for mutual benefits. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4747481 


ATTRACTIVE kind, caring, single lady, loves 
animals, WLTM uniformed office for genuine, 
sincere relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417623® 


STOCKY, bold, unhappily married man, 
seeks similar very discreet female for exciting 
rendezvous. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4757315 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 

male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 ® 


JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419033 ® 


YOUNG early 40's female, GSOH, kind, 

caring, considerate, seeks male for 
friendship, possible romance. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410847 ® 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 ® 
HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 ® 
PAULINE, 49yrs, very attractive, curvy 
divorcee, affectionate and fun, seeks laid 
back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925® 

VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 ® 
LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843® 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795® 


CAROL 49, attractive, green eyed blonde, 
honest warm hearted, n/s with GSOH likes 
cinema, music, walking, meals out and travel 
seeking similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4283683 

FEMALE, 50, short blond hair, blue eyes, 5ft 
10, slim build, looking for a man 50- 55 with 
salt and pepper hair and GSOH. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4435776 

HEATHER, 34, single very attractive 
brunette, sensual and interesting, looking to 
add to life’s experiences and adventures with 
professional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418193® 

JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 ® 

JAN, 47, once bitten twice shy! Looking for 
non complicated fun times. Attractive, 
discreet, OHAC, you won’t be disappointed. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418089 ® 
EMMA, 43, easygoing female looking to 
broaden her horizons, WLTM similar male for 
romantic liaisons. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418009® 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 515 
4345 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809® 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 
foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135® 

MICHAEL, school teacher, very shy and 
lonely, 42yrs, own home, car, seeks genuine 
caring lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, bundle of 
fun to be around, likes growing fuchsias for 
showing, vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420089 ® 

STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 

6FT well built guy, nicely groomed looking for 
fun intimate nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5132460 

ALAN, 56 year old builder, muscular build, 
five foot ten, fit, likes the gym, pubs, clubs 
and days out, seeks female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419975® 


ATTRACTIVE tall black male would like to 
meet female for day time fun and discreet 
meetings, any age or location. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077442 

MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283® 


ANDY 53, widower, honest, genuine, caring, 
happy tactile, hoping to find love again with a 
decent loving lady. Kidderminster. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4911450 
TACTILE, romantic guy, height 5ft 6in, loves 
good food and drinking in or out, dancing, 
music, conversation and cuddles. Ready for 
love. Text only to Mailbox No: 4893329 
TALL attractive professional male, 50, 
GSOH, looking for some fun, adventure and 
sparkle. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418951 

MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no drama, 
down to earth woman for nights in/out and 
loads of cuddles. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418695® 


GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307® 



COLIN, 48, seeks large cuddly lady between 
45-55 for LTR, must like hugs, kisses, 
cuddles and holding hands. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4906088 

MALE 63, N/S, GSOH, genuine, caring, likes 
music, travel, meals out, casual drink, seeks 
female, 50-70 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 416997 
ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 ® 


Men seeking men 
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ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
JAMES GSOH, likes theatre, meals out, 
socialising, seeking easy going female, 35- 
55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417469® 

PETE 47, enjoys walking, meals out, seeks 
female, age/looks/status unimportant, with 
similar interests for adult fun text only. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5063152 
MALE 60s WLTM genuine fun lady, 50/60s 
nights in or out, likes swimming, walks, 
music, good food etc for friendship or more. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4852727 


Bl male would like to meet same. 60 to 80 
yrs. Must be able to accommodate. Coventry 
or Birmingham. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 

TALL male 57, seeks older male 60 to 80 for 
adult fun. Text only to Mailbox no: 4347071 
TOM young 59 attractive male, decent 
looking, fit, slimmish, good company & fun 
loving with many interests, seeking similar 
male. Text only to Mailbox no: 4926340 
Bl male would like to meet same, 60 to 80 
years. Must be able to accommodate for fun 
weekends. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 

Bl male WLTM same for weekend fun, 60 to 
70 years old. Must be able to accommodate. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 4931168 


SOPHIA very sensual black lady looking to 
acquire a new distraction with lots of adult fun 
thrown in for good measure. Race/age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


SHARON, 48, tall slim attractive, live alone 
with no ties, love romanticising and WLTM 
man for good times together, maybe more. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417751 ® 


ATTRACTIVE, fit, sporty, tactile, youthful 
black male seek relationship with lady. N/S. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4851641 
WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, slim, 5ft 7 tall, 
smart, varied interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4906469 

TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 

SUBMISSIVE 44year"oid WLTM dominant 

female 25-30 years who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible relationship. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084114 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 ® 


TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 

PAUL 50yrs, Birmingham, with own house 
and own car, I have a good sense of humour 
and I like going out, I'm looking for the right 
girl for friendship/relationship. Call me when 
you can. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418465® 

LEE, 50, seeking an Asian female for discreet 
fun and maybe more. Dudley area. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419401 ® 
ANDREW 53, widower, honest, genuine, 
caring, tactile, GSOH. Kidderminster based, 
hoping to love again with a decent loving lady. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4911450 
45 year old male with varied interests WLTM 
female 35 to 55 for fun and friendship and 
hopefully more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4215562 


Women seeking Women 


LONELY mother seeks female friends for 
enlivening/enlightening coffee chats, likes 
countryside animals etc. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4860241 

ATTRACTIVE full figure bi lady 58 seeks 
female of similar age for fun times. Cotswold 
area. Text only to Mailbox No: 4636475 
36YR attractive black curvy female seeking 
boyish female local for relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4483526 

Friends 

MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed, if arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 30/11/15 
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Delivering luxury of time 


By James Parker 


Volvo Cars’ ongoing research 
into autonomous driving has 
confirmed what we all know - 
that the daily commute is taking 
the joy out of driving. It is during 
the commute and on long motor¬ 
way trips that people are most 
willing to delegate the act of driv¬ 
ing to their car. 

With this in mind, Volvo has developed 
Concept 26, named to reflect the average 
daily commute to work of 26 minutes* - 
time that could be spent doing something 
more meaningful than sitting in stop-start 
traffic. Volvo has set out to bring choice 
and freedom back to the driver; to enjoy the 



driving experience when they want to, or to 
delegate driving to the car when they want to 
do something else. 

“It’s all about people. Our research clear¬ 
ly shows that some people will want to use 
their commuting time creatively when they 
have full autonomous drive available, while 
others will want to just sit back and relax, 
watch online media or listen to music. Au¬ 
tonomous drive will make all of this possible. 
This is what Concept 26 has captured by 
reimagining the entire car experience,” said 
Robin Page, vice president of interior design 
at Volvo Cars. 

Concept 26 is based around an all-new 
patented seat design that actively cradles 
the driver during the transformation phase 
into one of the three modes: Drive, Create or 
Relax. With these three modes the concept 
creates a new autonomous drive innovation 
platform that can adapt to new needs and 
technologies over time. 

When the driver wishes to delegate driv¬ 
ing to the car, the steering wheel retracts, the 
seat reclines and a large display emerges 
from the dashboard allowing the driver to 
enjoy the time spent in the car as they like. 
Concept 26 embraces the need for radical 
change of the basic design of car interiors 
and provides a space that can be used as 
the driver/passenger wishes. 

Concept 26 opens up a new paradigm of 
possibilities in the car - from entertainment 
to service provision and beyond, using the 
technology that is now a natural part of our 
everyday lives. It also signals the huge po¬ 
tential for new business opportunities and 
high-tech collaborations that autonomous 
drive will bring. 

“We have gone to great lengths to under¬ 
stand the challenges and opportunities that 



‘We have gone to great 
lengths to understand the 
challenges and opportunities 
that autonomous cars will 
bring to people in coming 
years.’ 


autonomous cars will bring to people in 
coming years, and our flexible approach 
to engineering and design, enabled by our 
new Scalable Product Architecture, means 
that we can readily bring this from concept 
to reality,” said Dr Peter Mertens, senior 
vice president research and development 
at Volvo Car Group. 

Volvo Cars’ ongoing Drive Me research 
project, which will see an extended fleet of 
fully autonomous cars driving real custom¬ 
ers on the roads of Gothenburg, Sweden, 
in 2017 is further proof that Volvo is a lead¬ 


er in autonomous drive technology, build¬ 
ing firmly on its foundation of safety. 

“Volvo Cars is among the first to address 
the subject of self-driving cars and liability. 
We firmly believe that car makers should 
take full responsibility for the actions of the 
car when it is driving in full autonomous 
mode. If a manufacturer does not accept 
liability, it clearly implies that they are not 
confident about their autonomous drive 
technology,” said Dr Peter Mertens. 

*Based on research of the average com¬ 
mute time in the United States 
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Watershed 
moment in 
hydrogen 
fuel-cell car 



THINK YOU CAN'T 
' AFFORD A NEW CAR? 




WHATA LOAD 

OF SCRAP. 


We'll give you 


£ 2 , 000 ' 


scrappage for your old car to put towards 
a brand new Vauxhall across our ranged 

CONTACT US TODAY 


NEW 


Available with up to 5 years corsa 1.2 limited 3 door 

o% apr 


HEATED WINDSCREEN 

AIR CONDITIONING 

INTELU-UNKAUDIO SYSTEM 

ELECTRICALLY ADJUSTABLE & HEATED DOOR MIRRORS 

17-INCH BLACK ALLOY WHEELS 

BLUETOOTH 

BODY-COLOUR FRONT LOWER SPOILER, SIDE SILLS, 
REAR ROOF SPOILER REAR LOWER SKIRT 


REPRESENTATIVE 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE* 



INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 


PLUS 1 YEARS 
FREE INSURANCE* 

I I CASH PRICE £13,999 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
I DEPOSIT £0 
I BALANCE £11,999 

CASH PRICE £13,999 I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £0 I AMOUNT OF CREDIT £11,999 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £199.981 TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £13,999 


JFree Insurance terms and conditions - First year insurance offer available on New Corsa Limited Edition and ADAM SLAM only, excluding ADAM S. All drivers must have held a valid full UK licence fora minimum of 1 year. All policies are underwritten byAgeas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Terms 
and Conditions apply. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Drivers aged 18-20 will make a contribution of £99 to their premium and must agree to the fitting of a telematics box to the car: every 3 months, your 
contribution will be reviewed and if you drive well, we will return part of this to you. The policy may be cancelled for excessive speeding or consistently poor driving. T&Cs apply. Correct at time of going to press. 


NEW 

CORSA 1.2 ENERGY 
3 DOOR 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• BLUETOOTH 

• CENTRAL LOCKING 

• FULL ELECTRICS 
....PLUS MUCH MORE 


INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 


to p 5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0 %A p R 

#U Representative 



I CASH PRICE £11,999 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
I DEPOSIT £459 
I BALANCE £9,540 

CASH PRICE £11,999 | SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £459 | 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £9,540 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£159 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £11,999 



NEW 

ADAM 1.2 GLAM 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• BLUETOOTH 

• CENTRAL LOCKING 

• FULL ELECTRICS 
....PLUS MUCH MORE 


INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 


to p 5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0%£5 



I CASH PRICE £13,230 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
I DEPOSIT £490 
I BALANCE £10,740 

CASH PRICE £13,230 I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £490 I 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £10,740 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£179 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £13,230 



NEW 

MOKKA1.6 EXCLUSIV 
5 DOOR 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• AIR CONDITIONING 

• BLUETOOTH 

• FULL ELECTRICS 

• ELECTRICWINDOWS 

• HEATED SEATS FRONT & REAR 

• PARKING SENSORS 


INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 


to p 5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0 %APR 

/O Representative 



60 MONTHS AT 


I CASH PRICE £17,999 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
1 DEPOSIT £459 
I BALANCE £15,540 


CASH PRICE £17,999 | SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £459 | 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £15,540 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£259 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £17,999 


Vision Motors Limited - Wednesbury 

0121 796 2927 

www.visionvauxhall.co.uk 


57 Bridge Street 
Wednesbury 
West Midlands 
WS10 0AH 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). 
Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 
emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

Vision Vauxhall. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commision may be received. 

tAvailable on selected models only, at participating Retailers. Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance supplied by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Customer deposit shown after deduction of 
any Vauxhall and/or Retailer contributions where applicable. Vauxhall Deposit Contribution only available when vehicle financed through Vauxhall Finance. *£2,000 Scrappage Allowance towards a new car is offered on condition that the traded-in car has been 
registered in your name as the owner for at least 90 days and the registration document is in your name and address. Offers available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other sales categories are excluded. Offers apply to 
selected new vehicles registered between 8 October 2015 and 15 December 2015. ■'Excludes VIVA, ADAM JAM, New Corsa Sting, New Corsa Sting R. Ts&Cs apply. Participating Retailers only. UK supplied vehicles only. #OfficialEU-regulated test data are provided 
for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 


By Matt Kimberley 


Toyota’s Mirai is the first fuel-cell vehicle to 
be sold in the UK, but is it the beginning of a 
revolution? 

So what’s new? Everything, but not as much as 
you’d think. The Mirai is one of the first production 
hydrogen vehicles, so it’s part of a huge watershed 
moment, but ultimately it’s a normal car with fuel 
contained in tanks and an electric hybrid system that 
sends power to the front wheels. A lot like a Prius, 
only running on something a lot cleaner. 

The dashboard and centre console are futuristic enough 
without being scary, and there are familiar touches like Toy¬ 
ota’s nifty little automatic gear lever sticking up near the 
steering wheel. You’ll find a whole range of drivetrain-related 
displays that can tell you what’s going on underneath you, 
which is cool. Again, a lot like the Prius. 

Aerodynamics are paramount for the Mirai, hence the un¬ 
usual styling that enhances both the cooling systems and 
the drag coefficient; how smoothly the car cuts through the 
air. The underneath is completely flat, for starters, which can 
only be done because there are no hot gases around the 
engine bay. 

It would take a brave person to call it pretty, but the func¬ 
tionality within its lines holds the right kind of appeal for early 
adopters and the eco-minded, both of whom will want to be 
seen to be driving such a revolutionary concept. Driving a 
car but emitting nothing but water vapour is something to 
be proud of. 

There’s a 361-litre saloon boot, which is good enough for 
most needs. 

You can forget that trip to the oak furniture place, but 
everyday luggage will be fine. There’s loads of rear legroom 
for average-height adults and despite the Mirai’s slender, 
gap-threading footprint on the road, it feels wide inside 
thanks to liberally-applied horizontal lines across the dash¬ 
board. 

While a 300-mile real-world range is easy, the obvious lim¬ 
iting factor here is the current availability of hydrogen filling 
stations. There, err, aren’t many. Yet. Watch this space. 

Supreme quietness is what greets you inside the Mirai. 
The chief engineer describes difficulties in controlling road 
noise in such a silent car, but he’s being modest. Squeeze 
the throttle hard and you’ll hear the fake whirring noise add¬ 
ed to let owners feel a more natural sensation of accelera¬ 
tion - and likewise in reverse when you lift off the right-hand 
pedal. 

Fantastically usable torque from the hydrogen-electric 
drivetrain makes the Toyota a dream to drive around town 
and the suburbs. It gets up to speed with less fuss than a 
dinner at Downton. The ride is impeccable, too; settled and 
comfortable. It makes you wonder why all cars aren’t like 
this. Three driving modes allow you to bias the system to¬ 
wards the electric motor, a calculated mix of that and the 
hydrogen, or towards maximum output. 

Outward visibility is great, giving clear views of approach¬ 
ing traffic at roundabouts. Everything within touching dis¬ 
tance feels high-quality, too, including the very comfortable 
eight-way electrically adjustable front seats. 

Here’s the rub: the Mirai costs £66,000 on the road, or 
£750 per month on an all-inclusive leasing deal that cov¬ 
ers servicing, tyres and the like. You get an awful lot of 
day-brighteners for that, like heated seats (all round), heat¬ 
ed steering wheel and even heated windscreen wipers. 
There’s no denying that this will be a deeply lovely car to 
own or lease, but it’s a bit rich for most people. 

Toyota is targeting the Mirai partly at wealthy early-adop- 
ters who live near refuelling stations. But greater uptake is 
expected among companies looking to reduce their carbon 
footprint - and to be seen doing it. 

Transport for London is already a customer, and large car¬ 
bon-sensitive corporations could well join in with a couple of 
cars for the right executives. 

This car summed up in a single word: Serene. 

If this car was an: alien race it would come in peace, 
bringing chocolate biscuits and hugs for all. 


TESTED 

Toyota Mirai, from £66,000 
Engine: 2.0-litre turbocharged petrol producing 
152bhp and 247lb/ft 

Transmission: Single-speed automatic driving 
the front wheels 

Performance: Top speed 111 mph, 0-62mph in 
9.6 seconds 

Economy: 1.23kg per 100 miles combined 
Emissions: Water vapour 









































Fletcher 
is unsung 
hero, says 
Darren 

RICKIE LAMBERT reckons skip¬ 
per Darren Fletcher is among the 
Premier League’s unsung heroes 
and the ideal leader for Albion. 

The Scotland international 
was widely praised for his perfor¬ 
mance in Sunday’s 1-1 draw at 
West Ham, but Lambert believes 
the Baggies captain does not al¬ 
ways get the credit he deserves. 

On top of that, the £3million 
summer signing from Liverpool 
believes Fletcher plays a crucial 
role in creating team spirit with 
his vocal style both on and off the 
pitch. 

Fletcher was head coach Tony 
Pulis’ first signing after joining 
Albion in January and was im¬ 
mediately handed the armband. 
Lambert said: “He is a great 
character, on the pitch and off, 
it. He performs like that week-in, 
week-out and very rarely has a 
bad game. 

“He is a great addition to our 
team and a great leader. 

“He is always vocal, through 
good and bad times, on the train¬ 
ing pitch, in the dressing room. 
He is always the one speaking up 
and getting the lads to focus. Is he 
one of the Premier League’s un¬ 
sung heroes? Yes, he is.” 

Fletcher himself alluded to that 
vocal nature when asked about 
discussions which took place at 
half-time during Sunday’s game, 
when Albion trailed 1-0 having 
been outplayed for much of the 
opening period. 

“There were a few words said at 
half-time because it wasn’t good 
enough,” said Fletcher. 

• Albion have announced the 
December 19 fixture against 
Bournemouth will be ‘kids for a 
quid’ day. 


Hatton’s man 
getting back 
in the ring 

WEDNESBURY’S Sam Evans is 
taking his boxing home with him as 
he continues life as Ricky Hatton’s 
protege with another fight date. 

Evans will again have the Hitman 
in his corner when he steps through 
the ropes at Walsall Town Hall on 
Saturday. 

The boxing legend took the teen¬ 
ager under his wing earlier this year, 
with Evans in training full-time ever 
since under his boyhood hero. 

That has meant relocating to 
Hyde in Greater Manchester, where 
Hatton’s gym is located, and sharing 
a house with three others. 

The Wednesbury Boxing Club 
graduate used body punches to force 
a third-round stoppage of Latvian 
Zaurs Sadihovs on his pro debut. 

He’s back in Walsall two months 
later at the Town Hall for another 
four-rounder against Ali Wyatt.” 


Agents get the least out of Baggies 


ALBION were among the lowest spenders on agents 
in the Premier League while Wolves’ fees put them 
mid-table in the Championship in the latest figures 
published. 

The Baggies spent £3,342,217 on paying play¬ 
ers’ representatives in the last year, which was the 
fourth lowest in the top flight. 

Only promoted clubs Watford (£1.62m), Bourne¬ 
mouth (£2.29m) and Norwich (£2.49m) spent less 
than Albion from the period from October 1, 2014, 
to September 30, 2015. 

Villa, with £4,986,058, were the ninth lowest 
spenders in the Premier League, more than Sun¬ 
derland (£3.41m), Leicester (£4.06m), Swansea 


(£4.25m), Everton (£4.48m) and Crystal Palace 
(£4.72m). 

Wolves’ total of £849,600 was the 13th highest in 
the second tier and well behind more recent Premier 
League clubs Cardiff (£2.83m), Fulham (£2.74m) 
and Reading (£2.39m). 

The smallest amounts paid to agents in the Cham¬ 
pionship were from Rotherham (£185,430) and 
two teams promoted from League One - Preston 
(£194,961) and Bristol City (£231,316). 

Walsall (£17,491) were the sixth lowest spenders 
in League One, one place cheaper than Shrewsbury 
(£23,705). 

The highest in the division were relegated 


Championship sides Wigan (£1.46m) and Millwall 
(£297,850), plus Sheffield United (£254,713). The 
lowest were Bury, who claim to have spent nothing 
on agents, Rochdale (£4,880) and Port Vale (£7,000). 
But the amounts splashed out by the West Midlands 
clubs were small beer compared to the biggest spend¬ 
ers. 

Liverpool top that league with £14.3m, followed by 
Manchester United (£13.82m) and Manchester City 
(£12.43m). 

Liverpool’s £14.3m spend was the highest in the 
two windows this year. The total spent by Premier 
League clubs was £129,857,560, of which Albion’s 
share was 2.6 per cent and Villa’s 3.8. 


Weakened Weds 
sunk by Shipston 


RFU Senior Vase Rd2 
Shipston on Stour 22 Wednesbury7 

WEDNESBURY were further weak¬ 
ened by injuries losing another two 
players during training this week. 

The strong, biting wind and heavy rain 
made conditions for playing rugby very dif¬ 
ficult for both sides, however they adapte- 
dand played well. 

Wednesbury’s forwards dominated the game 
winning both scrums and line outs, what let 
them down was the defence. 

They started the game well and had most of 
the possession but failed to use their advantage. 

This lasted until two thirds of the way through 
the first half then in the space of five minutes 
Shipston took advantage of mistakes and errors 
in the Wednesbury defence allowing them to run 
in two tries and a conversion. 

Wednesbury were now playing catch up mak¬ 
ing it very difficult for them. 

The second half was much the same as the 
first, Wednesbury’s forwards dominating the 
game going forward but being let down by their 
backs, the problem with playing catch up is you 
can leave yourself exposed this is what happened 
to Wednesbury. Shipston won the ball and raced 
over for their third try no conversion. 

Dominance 

Wednesbury’s perseverance eventually paid 
off their forwards using their total dominance 
allowing Lee Allwood to drive over for the try, 
Dan Till added the conversion. 

This was shortly afterwards cancelled with 
Shipston’s fourth try again no conversion. 
Wednesbury kept up the pressure on the home 
side but were unable to convert the possession 
into points. 

Wednesbury’s coach Gary Summers said after 
the game it had been a good game in spite of the 
weather and Wednesbury had not managed to 
convert their possession into points. His man 
of the match was Wednesbury’s old campaigner 
Gary Page who had an excellent game. 

Wednesbury 2nds lost a very close game to 
Essington 2nds 5-0. 

Wednesbury return to league action this 
week with an away game at Tamworth, kick off 
2.15pm. 


Seagulls dive bomb the Blues 



Nicolai Brock-Madsen battles for Blues during the away contest which saw Brighton win 


Brighton 2 Birmingham 1 

SOLLY March and Bobby Zam¬ 
ora goals took Brighton back to 
the top of the Championship with 
a hard-fought 2-1 victory over 
Blues. 

Jon Toral levelled for the Blues 
shortly after March’s opener, but 
the Seagulls hit back to extend 
their undefeated club-record 
run to 19 matches. Unchanged 
Brighton gave summer signing 


Zamora his first home start for 12 
years - the much-travelled striker 
played against Watford at the 
Withdean Stadium in 2003 during 
an earlier spell at the club - and 
with new loan signing from Man¬ 
chester United James Wilson was 
on the bench. 

Back by a crowd of 27,242, their 
biggest of the season, the Seagulls 
got in and behind the visitors’ 
defence several times in the first 


10 minutes and Israel interna¬ 
tional Tomer Hemed came close 
to breaking his goal drought early 
on. 

Former Albion goalkeeper To- 
masz Kuszczak came to Blues’ 
rescue by saving a goalbound shot 
from Hemed with his legs after 
Zamora had broken through pow¬ 
erfully to set the chance up. 

Brighton soon opened the scor¬ 
ing. 


Dominant 
Tivs are 
handed a 
shock defeat 

Carlton Town 5 Tividale 2 

IN a game that was labelled a 
six-pointer and possibly the de¬ 
fining one of the season, Tividale 
promised so much but ended with 
nothing against a side also in the 
bottom three of Evo-Stik Division 
One South. 

The pitch required an inspec¬ 
tion on the morning of the game 
after heavy rain for most of the 
previous week up in Nottingham 
and after passing the game was 
going to be played on a very heavy 
pitch. 

No-one could have seen what 
was to come as Tividale started 
much the better with chances for 
Malachi Farquharson and Chris 
Sterling. 

But as can always happen when 
you don’t make the pressure tell, 
Carlton took the lead with their 
first shot on target on 37 minutes 
when Daniel Gordon curled a free- 
kick over the wall and into the top 
corner. 

On 43 minutes Tividale were 
back in the game when Sterling 
netted from the penalty spot after 
Chris Rabone had been fouled. 

Sterling gave Tivi the lead a 
minute after the break with a 
curling shot. 

But on 57 minutes Carlton lev¬ 
elled as a Joe Fitzpatrick free-kick 
out by the corner flag somehow 
ended up in the back of the Tiv¬ 
idale net. 

Sterling passed up the chance 
to complete a hat-trick and the 
home side took Tividale apart in 
the final 15 minutes as Romaine 
Graham, Josh Rae and Fitzpat¬ 
rick, with his second goal, took 
advantage of some poor defensive 
work to wrap up the three points. 
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Tigers get 
their claws 
into Dudley 

Trysull 4 Team Dudley 0 

TRYSULL Tigers left Team Dudley 
licking their wounds with a 4-0 vic¬ 
tory in West Midlands Division One. 

The students went behind after 
19 minutes when Stephen Rickhuss 
played in Ross Melrose to slot a shot 
past keeper Liam Jones. 

Six minutes later Trysull doubled 
the lead when Jonathan Patrick’s 
shot from half-way was carried into 
the net by the wind. 

The final two minutes were ones 
to forget for TD with a double blow. 

After losing the ball in midfield, 
a perfect cross found Jack Johnson 
who rounded Jones to make it 3-0. 
Then, right at the death, Trysull 
broke away and Johnson finished 
off the move abruptly with a simple 
finish. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 
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Talks over 
future can 
wait, Olsson 

JONAS OLSSON insists any talks over 
his future can wait as the defender con¬ 
centrates on his Albion renaissance. 

The 32-year-old centre-back made his 
first appearance in nearly two months 
in November’s 2-1 win over Arsenal and 
impressed enough to keep his place for 
Sunday’s 1-ldraw at West Ham. 

Olsson’s current deal expires at the 
end of the season but the Sweden inter¬ 
national claims that is not something 
which concerns him right now. 

“It’s not something I honestly think 
a lot about, it will come naturally,” he 
said. “If I play a lot in the run-up to 
Christmas and throughout the season 
then maybe it’s natural for me to stay 
here. 

“It’s a question for the club as well. 
I’m not stressed about the situation, I’m 
quite comfortable with the way things 
are now. 

“I think the club feels the same way so 
we’ll have to see.” 

An £800,000 buy from NEC Nijmegen, 
Olsson has gone on to make more than 
300 appearances for the club. 

He was a regular in the starting 
line-up before missing much of last sea¬ 
son with an Achilles injury and his fu¬ 
ture looked uncertain when head coach 
Tony Pulis brought in defensive rein¬ 
forcements during the summer. 

But Olsson has pushed ahead of 
£8million signing James Chester in the 
pecking order and, though he remains 
open-minded about what is to come, re¬ 
mains confident he is part of the boss’ 
plans. 

“People sometimes say ‘why don’t you 
play abroad?’ but I’m already abroad,” 
he said. “For me I don’t have a problem 
going somewhere else and widening my 
perspective. 

“That said, I really like it here.” 

inspired Lambert 
was terrific, says 
Albion boss Pulis 

TONY PULIS hailed “terrific” Rickie 
Lambert after the striker inspired Albi¬ 
on’s comeback to claim a point at West 
Ham. 

With the Baggies one down at Upton 
Park, Pulis introduced the veteran 
striker as a half-time substitute and 
within five minutes he had helped create 
the equaliser when his shot deflected off 
the hand of Hammers skipper Winston 
Reid. 

The 33-year-old has seen his playing 
time limited since a £3million summer 
move from Liverpool and Pulis believes 
his performance in yesterday’s 1-1 draw 
was just reward for his professional at¬ 
titude. 

“It was time for Rick,” said the Bag¬ 
gies head coach. “He is a wonderful foot¬ 
baller. 

“Since he’s joined the club, he’s not 
played as much football as he wants and 
that’s my fault. I pick teams I think are 
going to win games. 

“His attitude to training and the play¬ 
ers and the young people at the football 
club is absolutely fantastic. He cares 
about football and wants to play every.” 


Dean buzzes off after deal with Bees 


MANY Walsall fans believe their promotion 
dreams are in tatters following the shock depar¬ 
ture of boss Dean Smith. 

Smith and assistant manager Richard O’Kelly 
left the Banks’s Stadium on Monday to join 
Championship side Brentford. 

The news has been met with dismay by the 
majority of Saddlers supporters who, after an 
impressive start to the season, had hoped Smith 
would stay to mastermind their push for the 
Championship. 

Smith and O’Kelly were in the crowd on Mon¬ 
day night to watch their new side in action against 


Football 


Bolton at the Macron Stadium. Now the Saddlers 
begin life without their old management team . 

Coaches John Ward, Jon Whitney and Neil Cut¬ 
ler will be in charge of team affairs. 

And in another surprise twist, reports emerged 
that Salop boss Micky Mellon could be one of 
the names in the frame to replace Smith at the 
Banks’s. 

“After rebuffing interest from a Championship 
club last month, the Saddlers successfully agreed 
a new 12-month rolling contract with Dean,” the 


statement said. “However, at the time of signing 
he requested assurances from the club that he 
would be given the opportunity to speak to any in¬ 
terested parties regarding any future job opportu¬ 
nities should they arise.” Brentford are believed 
to have targeted Smith after a move for Swansea 
assistant manager Pep Clotet collapsed last week. 

And the Walsall club statement confirmed the 
Bees made their approach in the build-up to Sat¬ 
urday’s win over Bradford. 

“After an approach from Brentford ahead of 
our game against Bradford City on Saturday - 
Dean indicated his desire to speak to the Cham¬ 
pionship outfit,” it read. 


RICK RUINS IT 
FOR HAMMERS 



Albion’s Rickie Lambert is swamped by his team-mates after levelling against West Ham 


West Ham 1 Albion 1 

AS lazy a cliche as a game of 
two halves may be, it was nev¬ 
ertheless the only appropriate 
way to sum up what was in all 
likelihood Albion’s last ever vis¬ 
it to the Boleyn Ground. 

By half-time, the only surprise was 
how the visitors were just a single goal 
behind, indebted as they were to their 
keeper, Boaz Myhill, for keeping the 
score down with fine saves. 

Yet by full-time, Tony Pulis’ men were left 
to reflect on a more than deserved point which 
might well have been three but for some lax fin¬ 
ishing and the superb goalkeeping of West Ham’s 
Adrian. 

The turnaround came courtesy one man, Rickie 
Lambert, who took the frustrations of the low key 
start to his Albion career out in 45 minutes of de¬ 
termination and no little skill, in which he looked 
every inch the Premier League marksman the 
club thought they were getting when he arrived 
from Liverpool last summer. 

Deflected 

It wasn’t just the fact he played a direct role 
in the equaliser, when his shot deflected off the 
hand of Hammers skipper Winston Reid, sending 
it in a direction which even a keeper of Adrian’s 
quality could not keep out. 

No, what was most impressive about Lambert’s 
performance was its completeness, his eye for a 
pass and the way he linked so well with Salomon 
Rondon. 

In modern football, pairing two strikers of their 
size in a 4-4-2 system is akin to tactical heresy. 
But yesterday it worked a treat for Albion and for 
20 minutes after the break completely flummoxed 
the Hammers who had, at times in the first half, 
almost seemed to have been playing a different 
sport, such was their superiority. 

Rondon was horribly isolated in that opening 
period, even though he did nearly open the scor¬ 
ing with a 25-yard rocket which whistled inches 
past the post. 

With Lambert alongside him, he flourished and 
would probably have won the game with a header 


which Adrian somehow kept out at point blank 
range as Albion produced some of their best at¬ 
tacking football of the season. 

Quite where all that was in the first half is 
the big question and as strong as the second half 
showing was, it would be wrong to ignore the 
opening 45 minutes which encapsulated all that 
has too often been wrong with Pulis’ men on the 
road this term. 

Having set-up to keep things tight, they had 
no fall-back plan when Mauro Zarate put his 
17th-minute free-kick in the one place Myhill 
could not reach. Cheikou Kouyate and Manuel 
Lanzini should both have quickly added to the 


lead. Yet this time, crucially, Pulis was quick to 
change things at the break and duly got his re¬ 
wards. 

While Albion might have had some cause for 
disappointment with the point, it was on balance 
the fairest result with West Ham retaining their 
threat throughout and only a superb diving block 
from the evergreen Jonas Olsson preventing Dia- 
fro Sakho from putting them ahead in the closing 
stages. 

This was a valuable draw which backed up the 
superb home win over Arsenal and means a sea¬ 
son which so often has slid from good to bad is 
finally beginning to have a sense of consistency. 


Boxing bill 
is back at 
Town Hall 

RYAN Aston will tick over and Ricky 
Summers will return in six-rounders 
when professional boxing returns to 
Dudley Town Hall. 

The venue hosts paid pugilists for the 
first time in eight-and-a-half years on 
Saturday, with Paul ‘PJ’ Rowson again 
the promoter. 

Darren McDermott headlined the last 
card there on Thursday 28 June 2007, 
winning the Midlands middleweight title 
with a second round stoppage of Conroy 
McIntosh. 

‘The Black Country Bodysnatcher,’ 
now 35 and retired, moved on from there 
to win the English crown and challenge 
for both the British and Commonwealth 
belts. 

Now the new generation of fighters 
will be expected to restore old glories 
with Dudley’s Aston - who was coached 
by McDermott as a child at Priory Park 
Boxing Club - top of the bill. 

‘Tank’ is a top contender to the Eng¬ 
lish light middleweight strap, having de¬ 
feated Nathan Graham by fourth round 
TKO in an eliminator. 

The 24-year-old southpaw tunes up 
against Christian Hoskin-Gomez, who 
should provide stubborn opposition after 
his recent run. 

The Devon-based Spaniard, with 13 
bouts on his record at just 20, has taken 
two points wins and a draw from his last 
three outings. 

He’s boxed in the Black Country be¬ 
fore, too, and went the distance with 
Midlands super middleweight champion 
Andrew Robinson last year. 

Tipton’s Summers provides chief sup¬ 
port in his first outing for nearly nine 
months, after taking a break and switch¬ 
ing coaches to join up with Jon Pegg. 

Tickets, are £35, £50 ringside and £70 
stage, are on sale now. For more infor¬ 
mation, call 07976 283 157. 

Grealish is still in 
Garde's bad books 

REMI Garde looks set to prolong Jack 
Grealish’s exile from Villa’s first team 
squad for another week. 

It is understood Garde has ordered 
20-year-old Grealish to continue to 
train with Villa’s development squad 
since being photographed at a Man¬ 
chester nightclub hours after Villa were 
thrashed 4-0 by Everton. 

The news will come as a blow to So- 
lihull-born Grealish, after talk that the 
Villa boss was prepared to bring him 
back into the first team reckoning for 
Saturday’s trip to Southampton. 

Garde had branded the talented 
youngster’s actions as unprofessional. 
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